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   Greeting my fellow collectors.  If you missed this year's R.M.S. Convention you missed a good one.  We had 

110 collectors registered with 11 first time attendees.  There were 22 total states represented with 20 from 

Ohio, 15 from Pennsylvania, and 10 from Canada,  Everyone who registered received two nice shopping bags, 

one with a music design filled with local area information as well as the Convention program book and a 

schedule of events.  Registration was once again handled by Mitzy Mantz, and she did  a wonderful job. 

 

   The Doubletree Hotel was nice and roomy, and we were more than satisfied, especially with the hot choco-

late chip cookies they passed out if you asked each day.  They also served a wonderful buffet breakfast free to 

all who were registered. 

 

   The grab tables were packed with all sorts of goodies to be had and, thanks to the Liberty Bell Matchcover 

Club they were able to store over 15 tubs filled with matches to be used at next year's convention.   We had 12 

dealers who had all sorts of items to be had. 

 

   The Display Room was one of the best I've seen in a while.  This was my 37th convention and I saw many 

items that were new to me.  There were 106 displays entered by 25 collectors, and they really did a fantastic 

job.  There was a good group winners lead by Bill Evans with 8 RMS awards and 4 Club awards; Mitzy Mantz 

with 4 RMS awards and 3 Club awards; Denise McKinney with 5 RMS awards and 1 Club award; and Morris 

Pasternak with 3 RMS awards and 2 Club awards.  There were a few people with at least 2 awards and many 

with 1. The Peoples Choice Award  was won by Mitzy Mantz for a terrific display of features and the Best of 

Show went to Bill Evans for his display of Lion Safety First Eating places.  Congratulations to all. 

 

   There were three lively auctions with Marc Edelman doing his wonderful job as auctioneer, backed by a 

wonderful group helping out.  A lot of our long time collectors are passing away and their collections are mak-

ing it to the RMS auctions.  
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   The auctions brought in $29,000 with RMS getting their share of $5,700.  The week ended with a 

nice buffet Final Banquet which was enjoyed by all. Steve Weiner was named winner of The Out-

standing Collector Award, which we all felt was much deserved.   Long time collector, Dean Hodgdon, 

who we last saw in Tulsa before he passed away, was elected to the RMS  Hall of Fame, and our  won-

derful past president, Nancy Smith, was also added to the RMS Hall of Fame.  Congratulations to 

them. 

   The night ended with our usual gathering where everyone toasts to not goodbye but "see you next 

year in Columbus!" 


