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Big Boy was started as Bob's Pantry in 1936 by Bob Wian in Glendale, California. The restaurant
became known as "Bob's, Home of the Big Boy Hamburger" then as Bob's Big Boy. It became a local
chain under that name and nationally under the Big Boy
name, franchised by Robert C. Wian Enterprises. Marriott
Corporation bought Big Boy in 1967. One of the larger
franchise operators, Elias Brothers, purchased the chain from
Marriott in 1987, moved the headquarters of the company to
Warren, Michigan, and operated it until bankruptcy was
declared in 2000. Following the bankruptcy, the chain was
sold to investor Robert Liggett, Jr., who took over as
Chairman, renamed the company Big Boy Restaurants
International and maintained the headquarters in Warren.
The company is the operator or franchisor for 101 Big Boy
restaurants in the United States. Big Boy Restaurants
International also licenses 279 Big Boy restaurants operating
in Japan.
Immediately after Liggett's purchase, Big Boy Restaurants
International—then known as Liggett Restaurant
Enterprises—negotiated an agreement with the other large
franchise operator, Frisch's Restaurants. The Big Boy
trademarks in Kentucky, Indiana, and most of Ohio and
Tennessee transferred to Frisch's ownership; all other
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Frisch's territories transferred to Liggett. Thus Frisch's is no
longer a franchisee, but Big Boy Restaurants International
and Frisch's are now co-registrants of the Big Boy name and
trademark. Frisch's operates or franchises 121 Big Boy
restaurants in the United States. [https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Big_Boy_Restaurants]
Now let‟s get to the good stuff....the covers! Well, with all
those restaurants, there should be a good selection of covers.
As it turns out, there are about 500 listed as of last July.
Mike Samuels, DC, maintains the listing, and, as far as I
know, Mike has the biggest collection—375, also as of last
July.
Since the BIG BOY name was franchised out to different
chains, not surprisingly the resulting covers, although they
have the BIG BOY logo, display a variety sources—
Shoney‟s, Elias‟s, etc. I haven‟t seen any 30-strikes, 40strikes, boxes, etc., just 20-strikes, but I certainly haven‟t
seen all those which are listed. It‟s definitely a popular small
category, and there‟s a lot of nostalgia associated with the
logo.

Roster of named franchisees
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Matchbooks/Boxes In The Real World: III
MATCHCOVER NEW CLUE IN KILLING OF THREE BOYS...Chicago (INS)—A matchbook cover,
found near the spot where the strangled bodies of three Chicago boys wee dumped, was studied by crime
laboratory technicians today as the latest possible clue in the triple slayings, The matchbook cover bore the
names of three bowling alleys—two of which were visited by the boys a few hours before they were killed.
(from Los Angeles Herald & Express, October 31, 1955)
JOSHUA FOR ONION...New York, N.Y.—A weather-beaten red-brick restaurant in Aspen, Colo., has
been singled out for an award by the high priests of American advertising world. Familiar to skiers all over
the world, the Red Onion bar and restaurant was awarded the a ”Joshua” for distinguished use of match
book advertising. Named for Joshua Pusey, inventor of match books, the award is based on effective selling
through the medium of well-designed, eye-catching match book covers. (from newspaper clipping cited in
RMS Bulletin, March 1956). [Has anyone heard of the “Joshua” before? Anyone know who, exactly, was
the sponsor?]
DIAMOND MATCH HELPS PROMOTE BANK ACCOUNTS FOR NEW-BORNS...Dubbed the
“boy-girl” program, the promotion is as simple as it is effective. A bank, for example, obtains a list of
births in its area. To the parents of each infant the bank mails a unit of book matches, together with an
insert congratulating them on their new arrival. The book matches have either “It‟s a Girl” or “It‟s a Boy”
on them. The insert also serves as a $1 coupon to start a new savings account for the baby. (from RMS
Bulletin, June 1956)
THIEVES STRIKE WITH MATCHBOOK...A matchbook made it possible for thieves to make a haul
valued at $525 from Bill‟s Esso Station on Pennsylvania Ave., Fairmont, WV. Detective Sgt. L. L. Napple
said that the thieves placed a folded matchbook in the door frame slot which held the slide on the lock.
This apparently was done before the business closed, thus giving them an unlocked door to enter later.
(from The West Virginian, April 3, 1956)
MATCHBOOK PINS BLAME IN NICKEL THEFT ON PAIR...A matchbook led to a confession by
two men accused of stealing a ton of nickel bars, valued at $3,500. The men refused to tell where they got
the bars until a matchbook bearing the name of thee Norbrook Plating Co. was found in the pocket of one
of them. A phone check disclosed that the firm had reported a burglary. Confronted, the men confessed.
(from RMS Bulletin, August 1956)
TV PERSONALITY A COLLECTOR...Harriet Nelson, star of ABC-TV‟s “The Adventures of Ozzie
and Harriet,” collects exotic matchcovers as a hobby. She‟s been doing it since her traveling and singing
days with Ozzie‟s band two decades ago. (from RMS Bulletin, January 1957)
PRINCESS AFLAME AS FIRED-UP HOBBY FANS SEND MATCHES...London (AP) —
Buckingham Palace, swamped in a sudden deluge of mailbags full of matches, announced plaintively that a
London newspaper columnist must have got it all wrong—Princess Margaret just doesn‟t collect the beastly
things. Columnist Rex North of the Sunday Pictorial started it by reporting the Princess had found the new
hobby. (from Boston Daily Record, July? 1957)
MATCHBOOK FISHERMAN’S FRIEND...A hand container for carrying your extra hooks is made by
cutting slits in an empty matchbook. The striker also serves as a useful sharpener for those dull hooks.
(from “Mark Trail‟s Outdoor Tips,” newspaper clipping cited in RMS Bulletin, August 1957)
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Featuring
Full-Lengths!

Whiskey

You don‟t have to
collect Full-Lengths, and
you don‟t have to collect
Whiskey...but you know
great-looking covers
when you see them!
When
collectors
wistfully talk about the
artwork of „the good ol‟
days,‟ this is what they‟re
talking about. Truly, they
just don‟t make „em like
this anymore.
[Thanks to Loren Moore
for these covers]
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How The Dutch Ended up In South Africa
Although it was Portuguese mariner Bartolomeu Dias that was the first European to explore the coastline of South Africa in 1488, it was The Dutch East India Company (VOC) that decided to establish a permanent settlement at the Cape. The VOC, one of the major European trading houses sailing the spice route
to the East, had no intention of colonizing the area, instead wanting only to establish a secure base camp
where passing ships could shelter, and where hungry sailors could stock up on fresh supplies of meat,
fruit, and vegetables. To this end, a small VOC expedition under the command of Jan van Riebeeck
reached Table Bay on 6 April 1652.
As the local natives were not agricultural farmers, there was no food to trade for at the Cape, and the
VOC had to import Dutch farmers to establish farms to supply the passing ships as well as to supply the
growing VOC settlement. The small initial group of free burghers, as these farmers were known, steadily
increased in number and began to expand their farms further north and east. The free burghers were exVOC soldiers and gardeners, who were unable to return to Holland when their contracts were completed
with the VOC.
The majority of burghers had Dutch ancestry and belonged to the Calvinist Reformed Church of the
Netherlands, but there were also numerous Germans, as well as some Scandinavians. In 1688, the Dutch
and the Germans were joined by French Huguenots, also Calvinists, who were fleeing religious persecution in France under King Louis XIV.
Van Riebeeck considered it impolitic to enslave the local Khoi and San natives, so the VOC began to
import large numbers of slaves primarily from Dutch colonies in the Far East.
The offspring from miscegenation between the Dutch settlers and the slaves became known officially as the Cape Coloureds and the Cape Malays. A significant
number of the offspring from the white and slave unions were absorbed into the
local proto-Afrikaans speaking white population. The racially mixed genealogical origins of many so-called "white" South Africans have been traced to interracial unions at the Cape between the European occupying population and imported Asian and African slaves, the in- Painting of an account of the arrival of Jan
digenous Khoi and San, and their vari-hued
van Riebeeck, by Charles Bell.
offspring. Simon
van der Stel, the
first Governor of
the Dutch settlement, famous for
his development of
the lucrative South
African wine industry, was himself of
mixed race-origin.
[https://en. wikipedia.org/]
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An American Tour:
94
Omaha’s Peony Park
Peony Park was begun by local entrepreneurs Godfrey Malec, and brothers Jerry and Joe Sr. in 1919 with
the help of investor Frank Srb, a family member and business man from Dodge, NE. The brothers opened
a gas station and restaurant on the Lincoln Highway. Carl Rosenfield's neighboring Peony Gardens were
established 35 years earlier, in 1884, with 25 acres of peonies in several hundred varieties. When the
Gardens became a highway stop along the burgeoning Lincoln Highway, the Malec brothers added
amusements to this already busy roadside attraction. The park became the official headquarters for the
Lawrence Welk Band in the 1930s, which made it immensely popular. Other events included the CocaCola Date Night and Polka Days, and numerous appearances by The Les Brown Band, The Woody
Herman Band, Harry James and his Band, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy
Dorsey and the Glenn Miller Band. Originally built outside city limits, the park was annexed by the city of
Omaha in 1958. The park was strictly segregated until 1963.
In the 1980s, Omaha's Italian community began holding their annual celebration called La Festa Italiana at
the park, and continued until its closure.
The park was put up for sale in 1993 due to dwindling
revenue and high operational costs. Many attempts to
save the park and keep it open failed. The park had too
short a season and too small a population base to make a
profit. A commercial land developer bought the land with
plans to develop it into a shopping center. The park
officially closed after the 1994 summer season.
Today, Peony Park is a strip mall with restaurants, a
bank, and a grocery store. The only remaining structure
still standing today is the Keno parlor and a short section
of the original fence surrounding the park, left by the
property owners as a tribute.
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Ads
WILL BUY or TRADE
FOR FRONT STRIKE ONLY:
with pics or artwork of the
following: guns, bullets, mobile
campers, trailers, chain saws,
furniture, overalls, work clothes.
Also want full-length diners,
candy, motels. Please include
address, price list and/or want
list. Pete Aji 235 Catawba River
Rd. Myrtle Beach, SC 29588
rage29292@hotmail.com
NEED BINDERS? There will
be two large boxes of used, but
still nice, binders on the freebie
tables
at AMCAL...that‟s
besides all the thousands of
covers.

Coming Up
SOUTHERN SWAPFEST
2016: will take place at the
Hilton Hotel/Altamonte Springs,
FL on March 15-19, 2016, room
rate is expected to be $85, (the
rate stays the same 3 days prior
or after the swap meeting dates),
including free breakfast for hotel
guests. There is a limit on the
number of rooms guaranteed by
the hotel so EARLY BOOKING
for reservations is a must.
AMCAL 2016: Heritage Inn,
Roseville, CA (1-916-782-446 or
800-228-4747) on May 5th, 6th
and & 7th. Room: $59/$62.
Registration is $25, which
includes BBQ lunch.
Reservations/Registrations must
be in by April 1st. Heritage Inn
has remodeled the meeting
rooms and updated the sleeping
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rooms. Located right off the
freeway. Easy access. Usual
amenities within walking
d i sta n ce , p l u s b ea u ti f ul
California weather. Two big
auctions on each of the three
days.
RMS 2016 CONVENTION:
August 14, 2016 - August 21,
2016. Hilton, 700 E. Adams St.,
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1601
1-217-789-1530

Readers Write
Larry Bell, CAN: Your last
article in the August Sierra
Diablo bulletin fit me to a "t". It
was like you were mirroring my
hobby experience. You were
urging members to place ads,
attend swapfests/conventions,
and talked about older collectors
buying covers and trading. As a
result of ads and trading with
respondents, my category
numbers have gone up in some
cases 200 percent. In one case, 2
older collectors sent in trades of
200 and 300 covers
respectively, almost all of which
I needed. The 2014 AMCAL
convention provided so many
contacts and countless covers
from freebie tables and auctions
for trading stock. Also, for the
first time in over 35 years, I
have actually started buying
covers I can not get. Anyway,
the article was dead on!
Dan Bitter, OK: Dan sent in
this Jack Dempsey cover that he
recently ran across. Neither he
nor I had ever seen it before. Is
it familiar to anyone else>

2015 RMS
Convention Stats
Attendance
First timers
Banquet
Dealers

160
19
93
13

Attendees represented:
25 states
13 from Canada
3 from UK
RMS Best of Show: Mitzi
Mantz
RMS Area Award: Nora Van
Tol
RMS Outstanding Col: John
Bachochin
RMS Hall of Fame: Bill
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Happy Birthday!
Pater, Clem.........................10-5
Avitt, Mike.........................10-6
Bitter, Dan..........................10-9
King, Ed............................10-20
Pasternak, Morris..............10-24
Messmer, Toby.................10-27
Berger, jerry........................11-2
Kamm, M.S.........................11-2
Alley, Oscar........................11-4
Acejas, Tino........................11-5
Cherny, Louis.....................11-5
Fawcett, Scott.....................11-5
Milas, Lee.........................11-23
Ginrich, Don.....................11-24
Adams, Alma....................11-25
Boal, John.........................11-25
Thompson, Rich................11-30

RMS Convention.

October’s Smile
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....October Auction
Ohhhh! Lots of good items...as
usual. We‟ve got quality; we‟ve got
old; we‟ve got interesting!
http://matchcover.org/sierra
The Sierra-Diablo bulletin auctions are the best club auctions in
the hobby. Take advantage while
you can!

COMING
UP
Nov: “Old Hotels”
Dec: “Christmas Ornaments”

Gigantino and Shirley Sayers
Next year‟s Convention will be
in Springfield, IL, and Hagerstown, MD is bidding for 2017.

Jan:
notext
idea!]
Replace[I
withhave
advertising
SIERRA-DIABLO...we’re
the hottest club in the
hobby! Company Name

The Sierra-Diablo Bulletin is a
publication of the Sierra-Diablo
Matchcover Club. Deadline for all
submissions is 2 weeks before the
issue month. Any information
herein may be reproduced with
appropriate credit line. Dues of $5
(e-bulletin); or $10 hard copy
(individual), $15 (family), $15
(Canada/Mexico) or $20 (outside
N. America) are payable to the
Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club, c/
o Loren Moore, POB 1181,
Roseville, CA 95678
Visit the Sierra-Diablo Web Site
at: http://www.matchcover.org/
Sierra. You can reach the Ed. on
line at RMSED@matchpro.org for
help with Bulletin/hobby
questions, concerns or problems.

