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                                                      by 

Mike Prero 

 

Thursday, April 22nd, Heritage Inn, Roseville, CA, 8:30 AM...The skies are heavenly blue; the sun shines 

down benevolently; crowds are converging on the site; cars are circling the parking lots, searching for a 

parking space; shuttles from the airport are lined up, disgorging collectors from all over the civilized 

world (and the uncivilized world...there were collectors from the Los Angeles area there, after all) [Hey, 

Iôm a Northern Californian! I had to take a shot at Southern California]; planes are circling overhead; 

the police are making a valiant attempt at traffic control; reporters are lined up at the main entrance, 

interviewing participants in this grand, gala event; picketers from Green Peace are marching up and 

down with placards reading  óSave a tree! Use a lighter!ô  

 

   OK, perhaps thatôs a slight exaggeration...but not by much. If this wasnôt Matchcover Heaven, it was 

definitely the next best thing. The promised California spring weather was there; the collectors were eager; 

covers aboundedð

trays, boxes, canister, 

and suitcases were 

all over the place, all 

overflowing with 

covers. 

 

   I arrived at 8:30 

AM ,  T h u r s d a y 

m o r n i n g  a n d 

immediately started 

unloading the six big 

trays from the back 

of my truck. As I 

was almost the first 

one to set up, I easily 

staked out a table 

and arranged all of 

my trading stock 

( i m p e c c a b l y 
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organized, by the way). Then I and others helped Loren and Chester with setting up whatever needed 

setting up (although Loren, as usual, spent most of each day running back and forthðgetting this, getting 

thatðand making sure that everything was going smoothly. The rest of the day, for me, was a wonderful 

blur of chatting with peers, trading covers, and pouring through the freebie tables. 

 

   And speaking of the freebie tables, let me say that I believe that I have attended two RMS conventions 

and every AMCAL since 1984 and I have never seen more freebie material in my life than at this yearôs 

AMCAL. Some of my finds there included two Crowns, eight Federals, loads of Lion 30-STICK and Lion 

21 FEATURE covers, more new (to me) Indian Casinos than I could keep track of...and soooooo much 

more. [Still didnôt find a Manhole cover, though! (*&%%$!)] 

 

   Foodðcold sodas and snacks were always available [free!] . But, for a serious meal, there were several 

fine restaurants within walking distance. And, for the really serious culinary connoisseur, such as myself, 

there was a Burger King some three blocks away. 

 

   Well, who attended: 

 

  Plus, we had 20+ drop-ins (probably half from the TV show...Good Day Sacramento). Loren Moore and 

D o u g  Fo u q u e t , 

especially, showed 

the drop-ins around, 

orientated them, and 

did their best to get 

them to join the 

hobby. Most, though, 

had come just to sell 

their covers. 

 

   Auctions! Oh, boy! 

A total of 1,100 lots 

went on the block 

during the three big 

auctions. Auctioneers 

Loren Moore,  Jim 

Hall, and Chester 

Crill were averaging 

150 lots an hour. 

G o o d  m i x  o f 

Loren Moore, CA 

Wendy Moore, CA 

Dustin Moore, CA 

Chester Crill, CA 

Cheryl Crill, CA 

Dan Bitter, OK 

Kathy Bitter, OK 

George Cosentini, CA 

Christine Cosentini, CA 

Don Ewart, AZ 

Joan Ewart, AZ 

Doug Fouquet, CA 

Jim Hall, CA 

Mitch Mitchell, AZ 

Lee Christensen, CA 

Jerry Berger, CA 

Kris OôConner, CA 

Lydia ? 

Phil Gordon, WA 

Larry Danver, CA 

Steve McKinney, CA 

Vicki McKinney, CA 

Duane Johnk, CA 

Janet Johnk, CA 

David Gustard, ENG 

June Gustard, ENG 

Chico ? 

Bill Quinan, CA 

Bill Brown, CA 

Rob Dalton, CA 

Bob Sala, CA 

Ken Colburn, CA 

Eric Moore, CA 

Crystal Moore, CA 

Mike Prero, CA 
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categoriesðAirlines, Military, Midgets, Hawaii, Auto, Banks, Holiday Inns, Ace, Printed Sticks, Contours, 

Ship Lines, Expos, Features, Hotels/Motels, Restaurants, Political, Beer, Oldies, Diners, Girlies, Colleges, 

and much more. Plus, lots of smaller/specialty lots. 

 

   Dealers tables! Ron Quint and Mitch Mitchell were set up to sell, although I think Mitch did more trading 

than selling. Terry Stroud was also scheduled to have a dealers table set up, but he got side-tracked, I 

believe, with another activity and didnôt attend. 

 

   By the way, speaking of ódidnôt attendô, we really missed Jack and Alfie Benbrook, AZ, this year, but 

Jackós mending from hip surgery. We hope to have him back next year. 

 

   By Friday morning, we were all gathered together once more for more of the same. One of the dayôs 

highlights (and certainly the most delicious) was the big beef BBQ. Chef Steve McKinney put on quite a 

feast, and I made a point to thank him personally (after my second helping). The setting was unique, as 

wellðinside a storage cubicleð but it was BIG, with tables and chairs all set up. We even had a TV and 

music (Steve uses it as a Friday-with-the-guys gathering place). 

 

   Saturdayðeven more of the same. More covers! More trading! More auctions! More great food!  

Saturdayôs auction pretty much ended things. And, I might mention that check out at the end of each of the 

auctions was once again greatly enhanced by Lorenôs custom-made auction software. In and out in a couple 

of minutes. Great! 

 

   Next year...AMCAL 2011...Southern California!                                   [Thanks to Cheryl Crill for photos] 


