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by 

Mike Prero 

[Reprinted from Jul/Aug 1997 Texas Striker]  
 

   Well, itôs a given that everything in Texas is BIG! 

 

....and Fort Sam Houston is no exception. Itôs big, itôs famous, itôs a very important military site, and itôs 

issued lots of covers. 

 

   Fort Sam Houston is located on the northeast side of San Antonio, Texas. Itôs accessible from Interstate-

Loop 410, Interstate-35, and US 281. The post is surrounded by San Antonio, the 10th largest city in the 

United States [See? Everything is big in Texas!].  

 

   Located at Fort Sam Houston are several major commands: 

 

HQ, U.S. 5TH ARMY - 900 military personnel and civilian employees focused, in part, on providing 

training assistance and support to drug law enforcement agencies. 

 

U.S. ARMY 5TH RECRUITING BRIGADE - aimed at recruiting for the Army and Army Reserve. 

 

BROOKE ARMY MEDICAL CENTER - conducts all phases of medical care and training, including 

undergraduate and graduate education. 

 

U.S. ARMY MEDICAL CENTER - is the largest health care training center in the world, occupying more 

than 300 buildings in its complex at Ft. Sam Houston. 

 

U.S. ARMY MEDICAL COMMAND - has direct command authority over all Army medical activities 

and operations in the U.S. and Europe, except field medical units. 

 

CAMP BULLIS - is currently a training area for Active and Reserve Forces, as well as various federal 

agencies. 
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U.S. ARMY GARRISON - consists of personnel whose mission is to command and support assigned and 

attached activities at the fort, such as Camp Bullis. 

 

   Fort Sam Houston was founded in 1845, and named for General Sam Houston, hero of the battle of San 

Jacinto and the first president of the Republic of Texas. Itôs unique among Army posts. On one hand, it is 

a major, active military installation and plays a vital role in the defense of the country. On the other hand, 

it contains some of the oldest structures on any Army installation. It also is home to The Pershing House, 

named after General John J. Pershing (1860-1948), where the fort commander lives. And, there is the 

Quadrangle, an enclosed park-like area that houses the clock tower, offices, and blacksmith shop. Deer 

and fowl roam freely as visitors wander through the enclosure. Itôs a registered Historical Site and bears a 

Texas state historical building marker. 

 

    Over the years, an impressive number of covers  have been issued from Fort Sam Houston and its 

components. The summary I give you here is based on what I can see in my own collection; it is not meant 

to be seen as definitive. OK, well, with that disclaimer, then, here are minimums: 

 

   From Fort Sam Houston, itself, I count 22 20-strikes, including a 3-cover set from the Sam Houston 

House. There are also 7 40-strikes. 

 

   From Brooke Army Hospital, there are at least 4 40-strikes and a 20-strike. 

 

   I didnôt find anything from Camp Bullis or the recruiting centers, and I didnôt find any 10ôs or 30ôs at all. 

 

   Unfortunately, there is no Military Listing, as such. It would be a tremendous job. There are, however, 

some bits and pieces, here and there, that might be of help to you if you are a Military collector. Mike 

Hicke y,  fo r  example , 

maintains a Military 40-strike 

listing, and there are a couple 

of indices of Military Bases. 

 

   In any event, Fort Sam 

Houston would be a great 

point of interest to visit if you 

happen to be in the area [and 

you could search for new 

covers], and, as a related area 

of interest, donôt miss the 

upcoming Nov/Dec RMS 

Bulletin featuring P.O.W. 

Camps. 

 

[Updated: Well, you wonôt 

find any new covers these 

days, and Mike Hickeyôs 

Military 40-strike listing isnôt 

maintained any more. But, 

there are still a heck of a lot of 

Military covers around!] 
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   The 1958/1959 Remington ñ60ò Brazilian Soccer Set 

 

   This is a nice one for Sports collectors! Itôs a foreign set (Brazilian) made by Universal. The manumark 

reads: IND. BRASILEIRA - UNIVERSAL - AV. IBIRAPUERA, 3,068 S. P. Itôs made up of 25 20-strikes, 

one for each member of the 1958 World Champion Brazilian soccer team. The front panels are all the same, 

with an advertisement for the Remington ñ60ò shaver. The back panel of each cover features a black & 

white photo of a specific team member, with name, logo, and ñCAMPEAO do MUNDO 1958.ò The insides 

are blank, and, obviously, these are front-strikers. 

 

   This is a great Sports set to have under any 

circumstance; itôs uncommon (I hesitate to say ñrare,ò 

because I really donôt know how many sets were 

originally produced, or how many actually exist today); 

itôs very difficult to obtain; itôs just about 40 years old; 

and itôs hardly known within the hobby.  But, the 

outstanding feature, here, is the cover for the legendary 

and world famous soccer star, Pele. What Babe Ruth is to 

baseball, Pele is to soccer. That, in itself, would be 

enough to make most collectors covet this set. 

 

   Well, now that Iôve tantalized you with this knowledge, 

how do you get a set?...................advertise...........and 

pray! 

Players Featured 

 

1.   Pele 

2.   Belini 

3.   Castilho 

4.   Mauro 

5.   Joel 

6.   Zagalo 

7.   Mazzola 

8.   Orlando 

9.   Dida 

10. Dino 

11. De Sordi 

12. Didi 

 

13. Gilmar 

14. Garrincha 

15. Moacir 

16. Oreco 

17. D. Santos 

18. Vava 

19. Zito 

20. J. Havelange 

21. N. Santos 

22. Pepe 

23. P. Amaral 

24. Feola 

25. Zozimo 


