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by 

Mike Prero 

 

   Well, first off, weôre not talking about ñPresidentialò 

 

  Hereôs a category thatôs been around for quite awhile. Itôs fairly easy and yet challenging, since there will 

always be those elusive ones you havenôt found yet. There are some collectors who only collect specific 

presidents, such as Washington or Lincoln, but a number of people collect the wider topic. 

 

   From my viewpoint, the first challenge would be to try and get at least one cover from all the presidents, 

and that might be an insurmountable goal right at the onsetðsince I havenôt seen or heard of any covers 

yet featuring President Obama. There may be a campaign cover or two that havenôt turned up yet, but even 

if there arenôt I would think that eventually be one put out by one of the clubs or as part of a new set of 

Presidents by Diamond, Atlas, or D.D. Bean. Otherwise, one recent set of Presidents would give you one 

cover for each. Then, the real fun begins..and you know whatôs coming! 

 

   Sure, youôre going to find lots of Washingtons and Lincolns, but how many Hardings, Fillmores, 

Pierces, and the like are you going to come across! Aside from the store sets, which will have all the 

presidents in them, I would guess that your only real hope would be the rare hotel named after such 

presidents (the Rutherford B. Hayes Hotel, for example), and even then youôd have to sort through the 

older Hotel covers. They just donôt name modern hotels after presidents anymore. You might come a cross 

that one-in-a-million cover from the James. K. Polk Restaurant or the Andrew Johnson Fan Clubðbut 

somehow I doubt it. For the more modern presidents, there might be a cover from a  presidential library, 

museum, or some such source, but, again, your chances of such are slim. 

 

   The most common covers are going to be Washington and Lincoln, of course. Not only will you find 

them from the above sources, but they both abound amidst Lodgings and Financial Institutions, as wellð

The George Washington Inn, Lincoln Savings & Loan, etc.  

 

   Plus, there are other areas you can successfully mine, as well. For example, in most of those older 4-

cover ómonumentô sets, one of the covers is Mt. Rushmoreðand Mt. Rushmore shows both Washington 

and Lincoln. Then there are those covers that picture a coinðthe pennies always show Lincoln! Pictures 

of quarters would show Washington! I wouldnôt think youôd find too much in the way of paper currency, 

though. Also, there the covers showing the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monumentðbut, here, 
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I think, we start approaching the question of just which covers are going to qualify for your Presidential 

collection and which are not. 

 

   Now, this is just my take on this, and others may well differ, but, for me, the 

Lincoln Memorial would qualify because the entire structure is dedicated to 

Lincoln, and it has a large statue of Lincoln to boot. The Washington Monument is 

óifyôðItôs dedicated to Washington, of course, buuuuuuut ..... hmmmmm....thereôs 

no  statue, no real graphic. Somewhere along the line here, you have to draw the 

line. Are you going to include all the covers that say ñLincoln, Illinoisò? 

ñWashington, MOò? How about the ñLincoln Highwayò, ñWashington Riverò,  or 

ñWashington, DCò, 

itself? I wouldnôt. 

Even though the 

c o n n e c t i o n  i s 

obviously there, itôs 

not what I would be 

looking for in this 

category. 

 

   Here are a few examples of the types of 

Lincoln covers that might fall into such a 

collection. You can find similar covers that 

would qualify for just about all of the rest of 

the Presidents...although some, admittedly, 

are far more difficult than others. 

RONALD REAGAN 

GEORGE BUSH 

BILL CLINTON 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

BARACK OBAMA 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

 JOHN ADAMS 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

 JAMES MADISON 

JAMES MONROE 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

ANDREW JACKSON 

MARTIN VAN BUREN 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 

JOHN TYLER 

JAMES K. POLK 

ZACHARY TAYLOR 

MILLARD FILLMORE  

FRANKLIN PIERCE 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN  

ANDREW JOHNSON 

ULYSSES S. GRANT 

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES 

JAMES GARFIELD 

CHESTER ARTHUR 

GROVER CLEVELAND 

BENJAMIN HARRISON 

WILLIAM MCKINLEY  

THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT  

WOODROW WILSON 

WARREN HARDING 

CALVIN COOLIDGE 

HERBERT HOOVER 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

HARRY TRUMAN 

DWIGHT EISENHOWER 

JOHN F. KENNEDY 

LYNDON JOHNSON 

RICHARD NIXON 

GERALD FORD 

JIMMY CARTER 

http://www.presidentsusa.net/reagan.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/ghwbush.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/clinton.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/gwbush.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/obama.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/washington.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/washington.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/jadams.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/jefferson.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/jefferson.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/madison.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/monroe.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/jqadams.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/jackson.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/vanburen.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/whharrison.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/tyler.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/polk.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/taylor.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/fillmore.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/pierce.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/buchanan.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/lincoln.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/ajohnson.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/grant.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/hayes.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/garfield.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/arthur.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/cleveland.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/bharrison.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/mckinley.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/troosevelt.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/taft.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/wilson.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/harding.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/coolidge.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/hoover.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/fdroosevelt.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/truman.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/eisenhower.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/kennedy.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/ljohnson.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/nixon.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/ford.html
http://www.presidentsusa.net/carter.html
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  The Mona Lisa 

 

   ñSo, whatôs the big deal?ò Thatôs what I invariably get from my students when I show them a slide of 

DaVinciôs Mona Lisa hanging on a wall in the Louvre, in Paris. Well, just why is it considered the wordls 

greatest painting? 

 

   Leonardo da Vinci began painting the Mona Lisa in 1503, during the Italian Renaissance and, according 

to Vasari, "after he had lingered over it four years, left it unfinished...." He is thought to have continued to 

work on it for three years after he moved to France and to have finished it shortly before he died in 1519. 

Leonardo took the painting from Italy to France in 1516. Most likely through the heirs of Leonardo's 

assistant Salai, the French king bought the painting for 4,000 écus and kept it at Château Fontainebleau, 

where it remained until given to Louis XIV. Louis XIV moved the painting to the Palace of Versailles. 

After the French Revolution, it was moved to the Louvre. Napoleon had it moved to his bedroom in the 

Tuileries Palace; later it was returned to the Louvre. During the Franco-Prussian War (1870ï1871) it was 

moved from the Louvre to a hiding place elsewhere in France. 

 

   The Mona Lisa painting now hangs in the Musée du Louvre in Paris, France. The painting's increasing 

fame was further emphasized when it was stolen in 1911. The Louvre was closed for an entire week to aid 

in investigation of the theft. It would be two years before the real thief was discovered. Louvre employee 

Vincenzo Peruggia stole it by entering the building during regular hours, hiding in a broom closet and 

walking out with it hidden under his coat after the museum had closed. Peruggia was an Italian patriot who 

believed Leonardo's painting should be returned to Italy. Peruggia was hailed for his patriotism in Italy and 

only served a few months in jail for the crime. 

 

   During World War II, the painting was again removed from the Louvre for safety. 

In 1956, the lower part of the painting was severely damaged when a vandal doused 

the painting with acid. On December 30 of that same year a young Bolivian 

damaged the painting by throwing a rock at it. This resulted in the loss of a speck of 

pigment near the left elbow, which was later 

painted over. Still, the Mona Lisa has been 

well-cared for throughout its history, and the 

2004-05 conservation team was optimistic 

about the future of the work. Before the 

1962ï3 tour, the painting was assessed, for 

insurance purposes, as valued at $100 

million. That is approximately $700 million 

in 2009, when adjusted for inflation using 

the US Consumer Price Index. Today, it 

remains the most famous painting in the 

world. [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Mona_Lisa] 

 
   So, why is this painting the greatest? I 

have no idea! I could give you the stock 

answers about her winsome smile, the brush 

strokes, colors and shading, the false 

background, etc...but I gather weôd have to 

be art experts to really understand why. 
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Bogart!    

 

   ñHumphrey DeForest Bogart  was born on December 25, 1899 and died on January 14, 1957. 

 

   After trying various jobs, Bogart began acting in 1921 and became a regular in Broadway productions in 

the 1920s and 1930s. When the stock market crash of 1929 reduced the demand for plays, Bogart turned to 

film. His first great success was as Duke Mantee in The Petrified Forest (1936), and this led to a period of 

typecasting as a gangster in B-movies. His breakthrough came in 1941, with High Sierra (1941) and The 

Maltese Falcon (1941). The next year, his performance as Rick Blaine in Casablanca (1942) raised him to 

the peak of his profession and at the same time, cemented his trademark film persona, that of the hard-

boiled cynic who ultimately shows his noble side. Other successes followed, including To Have and Have 

Not (1944), The Big Sleep (1946), and Key Largo (1948), with his wife Lauren Bacall; The Treasure of the 

Sierra Madre (1948); The African Queen (1951), for which he won his only Academy Award; Sabrina 

(1954), and The Caine Mutiny (1954). During a film career of almost thirty years, he appeared in 75 feature 

films. 

 

   At the time of his death from cancer in 1957, Bogart was one of the most respected figures in American 

cinema. Since his death, his persona and film performances have been considered as having a lasting impact 

and have led to him being described as a cultural icon. In 1997, Entertainment Weekly magazine named him 

the number one movie legend of all time. In 1999, the American Film Institute ranked him the Greatest 

Male Star of All Time.ò [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humphrey_Bogart] 

 

   Not surprising that there are a number of covers that feature Bogartðrestaurants, lounges, bars, for the 

most part. I have 13 (20s and 30s) at the moment. 


