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Mike Prero

Lake Tahoe is located on the western border of Nevada and the eastern border of California. It is 198
miles (316.8 kilometers) north of San Francisco, 98 mi. (156.8 km.) east of Sacramento, California, and
158 mi. (252.8 km.) west of Reno, Nevada. It is central to several National Forests and State Parks. It's
known for its purity and outstanding clarity. Once can see objects clearly as deep as 100 feet (30.48
meters) beneath its surface. This lake has 72 mi. (115.2 km.) of shoreline, with open beaches and shade
sheltered coves alike.

Tahoe is the eighth largest lake in the world (519 square miles, or 1343.69 square kilometers), and it is
the third largest lake in the United States. It is fed by 63 streams and two hot springs. The water has «
purity level of 99.9%, making it one of the cleanest natural water resources on the planet. It is 22 miles
(35.2 km) long, and 12 mi. (19.2 km.) wide. The deepest point is 1645 feet (501.39 meters), making it the
tenth deepest lake in the world. The Lake Tahoe Basin floor is at an elevation of approximately 4580 feet
(1395.98 meters).

One research resource states that Tahoe never freezes to its depth, because of said depth and const
water movement. This same source went on to state that, if the lake were ever drained, it would take seve
hundred years to refill it. Further, if Lake Tahoe were "tipped over" the contents would cover an area the
size of California (163,707 sq. mi., or 423,837 sq. km.) in 14.5 in. (36.83 cm.) of water. The total volume
of water is 39 trillion gallons (902,063,703 barreK)!

Even at its elevation, the first 12 feet (3.65 meters) of surface water can reach 68 degrees Fahrenheit (2
degrees Celsius) in the summer, with the shallows at the shoreline warming even more. At the coldest, the
surface temperature may drop to between 40 and 50 degrees F (4.44 to 10 degrees C). The depths belc
600 and 700 ft. (182.88 and 213.36 meters) stay consistently at 39F (3.88C) year round.

The Lake Tahoe Basin has an annual snowfall of 152 inches (386.08 cm.), which typically occurs
between December and March. This accounts for 80% of the total annual precipitation for the area.
Average temperatures range from 60 to 80F (15.55 to 26.66C) between June and October, and 20 to 60
(6.66 to 15.55C) from November to May. Records show that the mountain peaks surrounding the Basin
can be snow capped all year round, and there may actually be snowfall even in the hottest months.
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The water is typically a turquoiddue, and reflects the sky and surrounding objects as clearly as a mirror
when the surface is placid and undisturbed.

History

Lake Tahoe was formed when the valley which became Tahoe Basin sank between two parallel fracture:
in the Earth's crust. Mountains continued to form over a period of time. The lake began to fill at the south
end of the valley, fed by snow meltdown and rainfall. During the course of formation, an erupting volcano
blocked the outlets for water drainage and forced the lake to rise. During the Ice Age, large masses of ice
determined the outlay of the land surface and terrain, which is the pdesetttpography that one can see
when visiting the Basin.

The Native American Washoe tribe inhabited the Tahoe region as far back as 10000 years ago. The
Washoe called the area "Da ow a ga", translated to "edge of the lake". The first white visitors to the area
mispronounced this name, and called it "Tahoe". The name remained in this Anglicized form.

In 1844, pioneers began to settle throughout Tahoe Basin and establish claims on the land. In 1849, durin
the California Gold Rush, more settlers came along, opened roadhouses, and staked out ranches and farn
Toward the end of the 1800s, many Tahoe forests were leveled to supply lumber and fuel to the Comstocl
Mines in Virginia City, Nevada. Once the land had been stripped of its natural forestation, entrepreneurs
snapped up the land (literally deheap) and began building hotels and mansions for the wealthy.

In the early 1900s, serious attempts were made to have Lake Tahoe declared a national park. These effor
failed, due to the fact that the area had been ravaged and lacked the "untouched" qualities necessary fi
national park status.

With the coming of the automobile and improved roadways, Tahoe lost its exclusivity with the influx of
the general population. After World War Il campgrounds and inexpensive hotels sprouted up, and were
very popular during the pestar growth period.

The Winter Olympics in 1960 thrust Tahoe into the international spotlight, and was instrumental in
establishing it as a worddass resort. It quickly became popular in both the winter and summer seasons.
The growth period that followed threatened the purity of the lake and its environment. In 1970, a group or
preservationists and residents came together to form a regional planning agency to regulate the growth an
protect the lake.

Tahoe is known today for it marvelous cel@ather sports conditions and great ski slopes, as well as the
warmweather amenities. It is a magnet for tourists from around the world. Thanks to the efforts of the
regional agency, as well as the National Forest Service and other preservationists, much of the are:
surrounding the Basin has been restored to its natural beauty. The views are magnificent and the forest
provide habitat for many species of wildlife, including some of those which are listed in the United States
as endangerefhttp://ezinearticles.com/?Lak€&ahoe]

Thereds a good supply of Tahoe <cover s, even t
(hence, no pics!) When looking for these covers, remember that half the lake is on the Nevada side, sc
dondt just |l ook through California covers. Al so

Tahoe covers are especially popular with Calif
Northern California...plus, of course, on the |
have any stats on Tahoe collections, per se.
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Errors V1. Missing Text/DeS|gn

Sometimes itdéds not the striker thatos missing,
with individual colors, the most common occurrence in this type of error is that one orcolorgare
missing. Thus, all text or designs in that color would be missing from the ¢bpat.that in present tense,
but perhaps past tense might be more accurate, since current printing techniques, with computers anc
everything, may well be totally different than those methods used in prior years.]

In any event, you can see two good examples shown below. In each case , the correct version is on tt
l ef t ; the error version is on the right. You cC:
|l ooking at this in col or jawyoucaldbé seeing this in colehifaydu ¢ o
were looking at the web version of the bulletim| the case of the Jewel, all of the black is missing. With
the Holiday Inn cover, both the black and the yellow are missing. In both cases, note that one of the result
is that the entire manumark is missing.

This type of error can be difficult to spot, since there are a number of covers that intentionally have no

text, et c. Or, whatés actually missing in the d
For example, if the saddle is supposed to have a red phone number on it )the only red on the cover), and t
red didnot print -l oaolkli nyo uc osveee , i sanal gomudecthave
supposed to be a phone number on the saddl e. W

missing. What do you file or catalog it under! Anyway, when unsure, put the asider and see if you run
across the same cover i

[We error-hunters always have a box of
guestions marks!]
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The Port Authority of New York/New Jersey

by Fred Boyle
[From Sep/Oct 1996 RMS Bulletin]

John Wil liams writes that it hhe f i-244936 issaeefoatck n c e
Pack Note®

Here is a small category that | believe represents visually the best advertising campaign fromshe 1930
19466 on a matchbook <cover. Al | the ear | y-Miouevers
Crossingo Vvia Hol l and Tunnel, Goet hal s bridge,
Bayonne Bridge, or Lincoln TunpAvEInutlen Ca ddosd ingn
known covers also promoted the 198® Wor | dbés Fai r ; t-léngthr @overa. rJehn 9 8
Williams writes, ARnThe September 1938 issue of M
agent for the Port Authority.o The PA agent rep
new cover is being issued every 30 days. The old offer of free maps and information on the inside had to b
discontinued because the demand was so great as to necessitate the hiring of too much help to take care
it.o This was major advertising with top notch |

As my collection grew, so did my interest in the history of these bridges and tunnels. granted, | knew the
names, but | didnét know how the names were sel
I hope you will find the following information educational and find it provides insight into covers from the
Port Authority of New York/New Jersey.

The HOLLAND TUNNEL was the first Hudson River vehicular tunnel and was opened to the public
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