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by 

Mike Prero  
 

   I suppose that there are some collectors who donôt wonder about the age of their covers, but most do, I 

think...part of the natural curiosity that comes with us, especially since what we collect is so historically 

oriented to begin with. So, how does one tell the date of those covers? 

 

  Well, covers that are dated, of course, pose no problem, nor sets that are known to have been issued in a 

certain year, but, for the vast majority of covers, unless youôre ready to make a career of studying covers, 

the best you can hope for is narrowing down your guess to within a factual range of years. For example, if 

the cover youôre trying to date is a front-striker, you know itôs pre-1978 (the last front-strikers appeared in 
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1978), but letôs try to narrow it down even further. 

 

   Weôll say the cover happens to have a Universal trademark. Looking in some handy reference, such as a 

bulletin article or list, you find that Universal was founded in 1925. Now you know that your cover was 

issued somewhere between 1925 and 1976. You also notice that aside from the cover looking old, itôs a 

Tall, or Extra-Long, meaning that its length is noticeably longer than normal covers. Consulting your 

reference sources, you find that Universal stopped issuing Talls around 1936. Now, you know your cover 

was issued between 1925 and c.1936. Unless your particular cover happens to have some further 

identifying features, such as a unique footer or a special trademark, the 1925-1936 range is about as good 

as you can hope foré.with this method. 

 

   Letôs try a more modern cover. Itôs a reverse-striker, so you know itôs basically 1973 or later (the switch 

from front-strikers to reverse-strikers was mandated in 1973, but companies were allowed to use up 

current stocks, and front-strikers were still appearing as late as 1978; also, companies such as Ohio had 

come out with some early reverse-strikers [referred to as ñback-strikersò] as early as the 1930s, but youôd 

notice if the cover you were trying to date looked that old). 

 

   This time, youôre looking at an Ohio Match Co. cover with no other distinguishing features. Checking 

your references again, you see that Ohio Match Co. ceased operation in 1987. Now you have it narrowed 

down to 1970-1987, and thatôs about as far as you can reasonably expect to take it. 

 

   So far, weôve only considered covers with manumarks by the actual manufacturer, but, as youôre well 

aware of, there are many covers that carry a manumark of some printer, novelty shop, or individual 

entrepreneur, and more and more of these are being cranked out all the time [just look at your Convention 

covers!]. If youôre trying to date one of these, youôd ordinarily be treading on very 

thin ice, simply because many of these are fly-by-night 

operations, any Tom, Dick, or Harry can get his name on a 

manumark, and the hobby just hasnôt historically 

documented these types of covers. If youôre dealing with an 

older cover, with a more well-known company, say a Kaeser 

& Blair, or a Willens & Co., youôd do better. 

 

   The problem of dating covers is being worked on, 

however, from several different angles. Bill Retskin, I 

believe, was looking into dating covers by phone numbers; 

Iôm working on it by using manumarks (currently, there are 

over 2,000 manumarks documented with a specific date or 

range of dates); and, others, of whom I am unaware, may be 

working on the problem, as well.  

 

   And remember, to get an actual pinpointed date for a 

specific cover, it doesnôt have to have the date printed on it. 

It can say ñ25th Anniversaryòé.ñfounded in 1941ò. All you 

have to do is a little math, and...voilԂ!...1966! After that, the 

cover can contain good clues, but youôre not going to get a 

specific date. You might readily see that your particular 

cover is a World War II Patriotic, so you can postulate 

somewhere between 1941-1945. 
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 Cupid 

 

    Well, despite the cover shown here, Cupid wasnôt originally envisioned to symbolize X-rated motels! 

Rather, he was invented to sell Valentineôs Day cards...or was he? 

 

    In Greek mythology, Eros was the god of love in all its manifestations. According to some legends, he 

was one of the oldest of the gods, born from Chaos but personifying harmony. In most stories, he was the 

son of Aphrodite and Ares and was represented as a winged youth armed with bow and arrows. In Roman 

myth, under the name Cupid or Amor, he was the naked infant son and companion of Venus. 

 

    There is a very interesting story about Cupid and his mortal bride Psyche in Roman mythology. Venus 

was jealous of the beauty of Psyche and ordered Cupid to punish the mortal. But instead, Cupid fell deeply 

in love with her. He took her as his wife, but as a mortal she was forbidden to look at him. 

 

   Psyche was happy until her sisters persuaded her to look at Cupid. as soon as Psyche looked at Cupid, 

Cupid punished her by leaving her. Their lovely castle and gardens vanished too. Psyche found herself 

alone in an open field with no signs of other beings or Cupid. As she wandered trying to find her love, she 

came upon the temple of Venus. Wishing to destroy her, the goddess of love gave Psyche a series of tasks, 

each harder and more dangerous then the last. 

 

   For her last task Psyche was given a little box and told to take it to the underworld. She was told to get 

some of the beauty of Proserpine, the wife of Pluto, and put it in the box. During her trip she was given tips 

on avoiding the dangers of the realm of the dead. She was also warned not to open the box. But Temptation 

overcame Psyche and she opened the box. But instead of finding beauty, she found deadly slumber. 

 

   Cupid found her lifeless on the ground. He gathered the deadly sleep from her body and put it back in the 

box. Cupid forgave her, as did Venus. The gods, moved by Psyche's love for Cupid 

made her a goddess. [Ahhhh! I love a good ending!] 

 

   In reading Greek or Roman mythology, Cupid was pictured as being just as 

whimsical in his actions as the other gods, but he wasnôt pictured as the mischievous 

little imp that we tend to see him as today. I assume that was a later addition to his 

character, one stemming from fairly 

recent times. 

 

   Today, Cupid and his arrows have 

become the one of the most popular of 

love signs (second only to the heart), 

and love is most frequently depicted 

by two hearts pierced by an 

arrow...Cupid's arrow...and thatôs how 

we came to picture the heart with an 
arrow through it. 

 

   And, as usual, itôs all to be seen in 

matchcovers. All you have to know...is 

the story behind what youôre looking 

at. 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/valentine/cupid.htm#
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   Sports Stadiums 
 

   If youôre into Sports as a category, then youôll find collecting Sports Stadium covers an excellent and 

fascinating adjunct to your Sports Collection, or they can go right into your Famous Places collection. 

 

   Stadiums go way back, of course [not the covers, the stadiums]. Technically, the stadium was actually an 

ancient Greek innovation. The amphitheater had come first, and it wasnôt a very big stretch of someoneôs 

imagination to conceptually fit two amphitheaters together to form a stadium. The type of stadium we think 

of, however, when we hear the word, is the Roman type of stadium, or ñcircuses.ò 

 

   Nobody did stadiums like the Romans! To them, the stadium was the center of their entertainment world, 

and, although we automatically think of the Colosseum in Rome when someone mentions Roman stadiums, 

every town of any size in the Empire had at least one stadium for its citizens. 

 

   Roman stadiums came in two basic shapes: circular and oval. The classic Colosseum is an example of the 

circular type. Well over 2000 years old and once host to the likes of Julius Caesar and Augustus, it still 

stands today. It seated 50,000 people and was primarily designed for gladiatorial and animal shows. 

 

   The oval type was designed more for chariot races. The best example of this type of stadium, generically 

referred to as óhippodromes,ò was the Circus Maximus, in Rome. The largest structure in the Ancient World 

and the largest sports stadium ever built, it seated 260,000 people! [thatôs five times larger than the Los 

Angeles Colosseum and almost equal to the entire population of Sacramento, California!] If you remember 

the big chariot racing scene in Ben Hur, that was supposed to be taking place in the Circus Maximus. This 

stadium was s-o-o-o big, on special occasions the stadium floor was flooded, ships brought in, and 260,000 

cheering fans were treated to the spectacle of naval battles being fought right in front of them! 

Unfortunately, this unique structure was long since destroyed and is only a grand memory today. 

 

   Such are the roots of todayôs stadiums, which leads us to what weôre really 

after...covers! And, todayôs sports stadiums have put out a variety of covers 

over the years, some of which are pictured here. 

Iôve only seen 20, 30, and 40-strike sizes, but 

they may well exist in other sizes. I donôt have 

any stats on the biggest collection in this 

category, but I know there are at least 30 that I 

presently have, including Cleveland, Kansas 

City, Toronto, New Orleans, Houston, Atlanta, 

New York, Winnipeg, Los Angeles, St. Louis, 

and Detroit.  

 

   And then, there are some covers Iôm not 

certain of at this point. Iôm not sure, for 

example, if the Cow Palace, in San Francisco, 
would be considered a stadium. 

 

   Have any such covers, yourself? Iôd be 

interested in knowing how many you have and 

how far back they go. 

 


