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Ghiradelli SquareGhiradelli Square  
by 

Mike Prero  

 

    One of the showpieces of San Francisco, certainly anyone in Northern California is familiar with 

Ghirardelli Square. Hereôs a little background...Born in Rapallo, Italy in 1817, Domenico "Domingo" 

Ghirardelli learned about the confectionery and chocolate trade by the time he was 20. Uruguay and Peru 

were the first places he set up shop -- but tales of the Gold Rush were irresistible. In 1848, Domingo's 

neighbor, James Lick, packed up $25,000, 600 pounds of Ghirardelli chocolate and sailed for the San 

Francisco Bay. A year later, Domingo followed him through the Golden Gate. 
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Domingo successfully opened stores in 

Stockton during the Gold Rush, but 

unfortunately did not fare so well with his 

future business endeavors. The Europa 

Hotel, -- one of the first hotels in Old San 

Francisco, burned in The Great Fire of 

1851, along with everything Domingo 

owned in San Francisco. Four days later, 

another fire burned his Stockton properties 

to the ground.  

 

   Domingoôs sons purchased an entire 

block of property for their headquarters in 

1893 that overlooked San Francisco Bay. 

The property consisted of the Woolen 

Mill, the Apartment Building and many 

other buildings on the property. Domingo 

and his sons began a spectacular building 

program that included the Chocolate 

Building in 1899, Cocoa Building in 1900, 

the Clock Tower in 1911 and the Power 

House in 1915. Ghirardelli Square was the 

result and is now, of course, a San 

Francisco landmark. 
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 Errors IV: Missing Strikers  

 

   This is a fairly common error. In most cases, everything else about the cover is correct; it simply doesnôt 

have a striker. And, in looking over the few thousand error covers that Iôve gone through over the years, it 

doesnôt matter at all where the striker would have correctly been: front-striker, rear-striker, or even odd-

striker. Since the application of the striker material is an óextraô step on the cover, something can go wrong 

in the production process, resulting in no striker at all, oré 

 

   In some cases of missing strikers, the striker is actually on the inside of the cover. The last cover shown 

below is an example of this. Trying to envision the production process in general, Iôm at a loss to 

satisfactorily explain just how this can happen. Perhaps the striker that ends up on the inside isnôt even a 

striker that goes with that run of covers at all. Perhaps itôs from another entirely different run altogether. 

Hmmmm, did printers run several jobs simultaneously, and could simultaneous jobs end up being 

accidently ómergedô? I donôt know. But, as weôll see later, that would seem to be the most logical 

explanation for overprinting errors, which constitutes a different type of error, and one which weôll discuss 

in a later article in this series. 

 

   Also, to avoid confusion, there is another type of error, to be discussed later under a different category, 

wherein the entire outside of the cover, striker and all, appears on the inside. For our purposes, here, I donôt 

count this latter type of error as a missing striker error. Similarly, misapplied strikers, partial strikers, or 

even double strikers do not come under the category of missing strikers...simply because ..they arenôt 

missing! 

 

   Partial strikers coming up in our next issue. 

 

 


