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Swapfest 2008 Report

Mike Prero

What an event! It |l eaves me wondering, AnWhy ar
the 56miles | wracked up on the truck , back and forth, over the two[agshee]

The weather was superb, exactly what you would expect of Spring in Caldaaittough, in the
interests of fairness and honestywdsa little crisp when 1 left the house at 8:20 in the morB®y is
crisp in California]. It was Saturday, April 5th, and | could look forward to two days of solid phillumenic
action, not to mention seeing o[yodshduldabeemtherelnot s

| pulled into the Heritage Inn, Roseville, conveniently located right by the freeway offramp; it was
8:45éperfect! I started unloading the truck of
Entering the sumptious, yet very comfortable, facilities of the inn, | noticed Rob Dalton was the only one
who was already set 8pGreat! | got my pick of tables. My feet sinking into the thick, luxurious pile of
the carpeting, | was still in the midst of setting up when several other collectors appeared and began the
pleasant process, themselv@gou shoulda been there]

| had also brought down quite a bit of freebie material (my own, and literally heaping boxes donated
previously by generous collectors), so | then set up a freebiedtableers, boxes, fulbooks, four
Beechcraft albums with pages. Over the course of the two days, other collectors ants\adted to the
freebie table still further, creating a veritable mountain of collectibles...all for the taking.

Well, by then, | was surrounded by overflowing taBl€3overs to the right of me! Covers to the left of
me ! Covers in front of me! Volley'd and thunder
eagerly dug into the trays of their neighbars.
lot of categories, and Chester always brings a potpourri of priceless gems.

|l should say a word about the trading process,
it here.[you shoulda been therd]he policy varies from collector to collector, although everyone certainly

observes whatever rul es any <coll ector has set
yourself; take whatever you want. Il dondt want
more balanced trades. .. but I di dnodt see anyone

more specific, higkend trades. Still others were selling.
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On top of everything else, there was table after table of material that-Biabi® was selling, along
with several albums from clubs around the country which SBiahlo was selling for them. Nice stuff,
too! And speaking of selling, Terry Stroud was there, from Southern California, and he had his own dealer
tables set up with loads of material.

Club president Loren Moore spent most of his time setting up for the auction that afternoon and
entertaining all the watkns that appeared, thanks to the ad he had placed in the local paper, but his lovely
wife had early on brought in...the refreshments! And, as | gladly noted, someone must have taken note o
my special dietary needs, as there were plenty of donuts, chips, chocolate & cashew trail mix, and a whole
ice chest of sodas! I t [youshouldh beerstmei®@lt get any bet

Another notable feature was the distinct lack of ladies! There were a few wives who popped in
occasionally, but, when it came to collecting, this particular swapfest turned out to be a testdifittpne
all-male affair. Ladies! The Sien@iablo Swapfest i:iota me n 0 ¥ouarel welbome! The question
is...Where are you?

Numberswise, we had about 15 hactdre collectors, plus a few wives, plus a surprisingly large number
of d6interestednpartHelepibn@ntdo wadlke t his year 6s
Chester Crill, CA; Jack Benbrook and wife, AZ; Terry Stroud, CA; Ron Quint, CA; John Rauzy, CA,
Raulin Mendonca, CA; Scott Rygh, CA; Mitch Mitchell, AZ; Loren Moore and wife, CA; myself, CA,
Jeri Sanders, CA; Pat and Marilyn, &y apologies; | neglected to get their last namesijd the

S

mysterious DJ{ My apol ogies again for | eaving Sundayos
Lorends handés by Sunday morni ng]
Saturdaydés big auction (ther e vergfmitful Bhereé ikasawids u n d

variety of material to choose frdmnsingle cover lots, pages, sets, albums, bulk lots, specialty items, and
something in at least most categories one could expect to see at any auction. There were a couple of vel
nice Girlie sets, especially, that | noted that

Loren, as always, did a great job as Skrablo auctioneer, keeping things moving smoothly and

according to schedul e. .amo— T tO0s Ltorem tirat] pro
auction catalog for each |dayosEYdlrPoppindd to make
easier for participants. 60Check outdé time 4t t
auction was its wusual mafr Véve thamé& st a oa Lliog|defn of

designed auction software for the compéténe thing spitg
out a complete itemized list of what you bought, what
sold, and who owes what to whom...and it does everyt
fast

And none of the latter would be possible without
tireless efforts of the indomitable DJ, his lightning f
fingers flying over the |
all the necessary data during the goings on of the auctiof

Hey! It was another great swapfest, and thanks to all Jo

participating and making it so, especially Loren, W
literally works all year long to bring this all together. A

bulletins, making thingamuch easier fo
yowe, as editor and webmaster, and pro
himgy beautiful, crisp, clear, futtolor bulle-
tins on the web site. Plus, from now on,
bulletins for the entire year will be archivj
foen t he web site.
astuary this ti me,
dapuary pefore then &dgai stuckkntey B
ehe time you read this, the February, Ma
and April issues will be available dime.
budll need the pa
li'lc,’justc-}mail me . Youol
icrobat Reader bu

thanks to the clubs around the country who sent in albyg@nioad on the Bulletin page.
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Errors |I: An Overview

Most collectible fields have them: coins, baseball cards, stamps, etc. But matchcovers? You bet! And, fal

from being simply the misfits of the hobby, t
entertaining...wel/l worth a speci al spot in you
not al |l t hat common, of cour se; after all, t he

control procedures to make sure they never slip out to the public, but they have, occasionally, much to m
delight, and so | started and maintain the Errors Listing. There are currently just ovetiéghéand
have hundreds more waiting to be catalogued.

| 6ve al ways been surprised that more coll ector s
collectors actually collect them, seeing them, | suppose, as something on the same level as flats. Obviousl
however, I woul dn 6t ararenrcevers. Thelravehekl matdhds,aandshgnavebeen o r s

in circulation. Moreover, they tell the collector a lot about the manufacturing process of the covers,
themselves.

Well, what actually constitutes an error? Well, and this is pugdefinition, | believe an error is any
cover, box, or label that makes it out to the public realm with its original design altered to something that it
wasnodt supposed to be. This gets us around the
anyway, say as cashving measures on an order that has been cancelled at the last minute, oransover
etc.(i.e., a sheet of uncut 2rikes released as 44irikes)

At the same ti me, tbh towwbread in,our dedinitienhob arrbrgl nrowe face the
possibility of flooding the category with material displaying any and all sorts of minute flaws: a tiny
smudge, a slight tilting of the text, etc. Similarly, for example, the Girlie Club had to decide if a pair of
shapely legs actually constituted a Girlie. So, if a cover is digtly miscut (so that the text on one side is
only slightly c¢clipped), I d o n 0 tis arc evrar,not course, sireces thea n
way it turned out wasnodét the way it wasomgwehsre gne
Thus, some common sense guidelines have been applied here and there.

What types of errors are there? The following are the basic types of errors that are found amoncg
matchcovers and boxes, although, depending on the collector, one could certainly identify further sub
categories:

-Miscuts -Misapplied strikers  -Off-center printing -Reverse creasing
-Spelling errors ~ -Missing text/design -Overprinting -Upside down creasing
-Missing strikers  -Reversed text -End-of-roll
And, who knows? There might even still be one
of the thrild]l of collecting, after all. Wedll e
want to talk St houtt, Misow

bUSIr]eSS (314) 621-9400

—

R BEFORE STRIKING
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zhats

950 FOLSOM ST. * YU 2-9040 = SAN FRANCISCO

ONINIHAS JHO4AE HIAOD 350710

OISIONVYHS NVS "0D ONILNING SAVITIM

The Willats Printing Company is one of those old, Himgd printing companies that was associated with
matchcovers for much of its history. That puts it in the category of a Kaeser & Blair or Geiger Bros., but
Willats, although longdasting, was never a major player in the match industry. Sorting through covers,
youol l rarely hnapumarkedooyeron a Wil | at's

|l tds perhaps of speci al significance to us <col
company whereas so many of its peers were located in Chicago and further east. | actually tried contactin
the company a number of years ago to get some background history on the company, but no one ev
responded. Willats went out of business in 1996, after having been founded in 1906, so perhaps they wel
closing up shop when | sent my inquiry. l'tds a

to find out that information. I haveno6ét been abl

| do know that Willats was a general commercial printing firm, located at 950 Folsom St, in San

Francisco. Looking at the covers they printed, and what we have listed, we can gather some othe
informationé

- I There are only 113 cove A [y |
_ put out many. One is dated 1939, one is a witi&er, and )

oo m:c::r o several are World War Il Patriotics, so we know for cel
= that their issues go from PWar t 0é? Hmmiy - sPuc.stcam
e _|to stretch and make an educated inference here. _
YZLP6 VINJOITYD Only one of the 113 listed covers is a revesgeer, sd siueny
e . | We cold tentatively say Willats issued covers from at | pup suopsasy
L .
- 1939 to after 1973, but by the move to revessikers hag WEsSasIeNnL
already tapered off significantly from coJ *
$1LVID0SSV GNV production...although the company was never a pri ﬂﬁgmﬁ
9l'IV qls producer in the first place. I1¥S 1DDIL
L14W0D

: Of the 113 covers, one is a-%ftike, one is a 48trike,|._____
415/468-2656 |and all the rest are Xrikes.

SID AUG Not surprisingly, all of the Willens covers known so :b;wn,own Conar

are for businesses, organizations, or events in the &,Oﬁ'
AND ASS.OCMTES FrancisceBay Area. e

325 Mason St.
SID AUG | list these covers, so SenfandsoCA (3] |
BARRYALG photocopies of any you run across, especially if
. 775-2021

happen to find a reversstriker.

SPLEatt CLOGE COVER REFONE ETRIKMNGS

clost cover S scrone sraixmG
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The Worl dos Onl

The Egyptians have obelisks erected to the glory of the pharaohs; the Italians have Roman arche
constructed to commemorate historic victories on the battlefield; Europe has Renaissance art created
symbolize the beauty of Man and his relationship to God...but only Enterprise, Alabama can boast having
the worl ddés only monument to a pest!!

fiwWwhy?0 you ask! Well, one mands pest is anothe
Henry Carmichael woul d have been
when he settled in Coffee County and opened a store in a rural area. In
1882, as others moved to the area, the local post office relocated to

The pest!

"\‘ Car mi chael 6s new community, and
, ' x incorporated in 1896 with a population of 250 hararking souls. Two
| \ XT years later, the Alabama Midland Railway Company located in
\ \ Enterprise, and with it came growth and progress. By 1906, the
o} v population had grown to 3,750.
e A LA T "4 Disaster struck in 191%s the Mexican boll weevil found its way into
Ao\ A Alabama fromwe hate to say it[rexas. The boll weevil wreaked havoc

A NS on the cotton crop. In Coffee County, almost 60% of the cotton
‘ *1 7 |production was destroyed. Farmers faced bankruptcy and the area
- \ | economy was at stake. What to do! What to do!
|| They switched crops! 'Farmers_turned The cover!
| | peanuts and other agricultural items :
- overcome the damage wrought by the insid_
boll weevil. By 1917, Coffee County produg
and harvested more peanuts than any (
county in the nation. By 1993, t
county could boast 128,000 ac
planted in peanuts. In gratitude
the lessons taught, the residg
erected the Boll Weevil Monume
in the center of downtow
Enterprise.

SUPERICR MATCH CO,, CHICAGO, US.A

The monument!

It was dedicated on Deceml
11t h, 1919. .. a
willingness and ability to adjust | , |
adversity. The base of the monum enbe RIS
reads: Al n prof - g- ci alf
the boll weevil and what it has do @'!t @Tlhzeng
as the herald of prosperity ti ﬁank
monument was erected by ENEE%X*;;RE
citizens of Enterprise, Coffe 2

74« BOLL WEEVIL
County, Al abama v

THE ONLY MONUMENT
IN THE WORLD 4
GLORIFYING ' mﬂm
A PEST

CLOSE COVER BEFORE STRIKING

...I love happy endings!



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://thecoloringspot.com/images/insects/boll-weevil.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thecoloringspot.com/insects/insects-bugs-coloring-pages-1.html&h=720&w=540&sz=45&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=RyAMVXCAAwM59M:&tbnh=140&tbnw=105&
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Massachusetts'€Chatham Lighthouse

Chatham, nestled at Cape Cod's southeast corner, was named for an English seaport and incorporated in 171
Maritime traffic passing the Cape was heavy by the nineteenth century. The waters off Chatham were a menace
with strong currents and dangerous shoals. Mariners talked of a ghostly rider on a white horse who appeared ol
stormy nights, swinging a lantern that lured mariners to their doom.

In April 1806, nine years after the establishment of the Cape's first lighthouse at North Truro, Congress
appropriated $5,000 for a second station at Chatham. A second appropriation of $2,000 was made in 1808. In orde
to distinguish Chatham from Highland Light, it was decided that the new station would have two fixed white lights.
Two octagonal wooden towers, each 40 feet tall and about 70 feet apart from each other, were erected on moveab
wooden skids about 70 feet apart. A small dwelling house was also built, with only one bedroom. Samuel Nye was
approved as the first keeper by President Thomas Jefferson.

In 1875, Keeper Hardy counted 16,000 vessels passing the lighthouse. He reported often on the serious erosio
problems, but little was done to shore up the crumbling cliff. On September 30, 1879, the old south tower teetered
27 inches from oblivion. Another two months passed, and a third of the foundation hung over the edge. Finally, at
1:00 PM on December 15 the south tower fell to the beach below. Fifteen months later, the old keeper's house an
the old north tower succumbed. By the early 1900s, the Lighthouse Board began phasing
_ out twin light stations as an unnecessary expense. The north light was moved up the coast

to Eastham to replace the survivor of the "Three Sisters" in 1923, ending 115 years of
twin lights at Chatham. A new rotating lens was placed in the remaining tower, along
with an incandescent evapor lamp. In 1939, the Coast Guard electrified the light
which had been fueled by kerosene since 1:8&hd increased its intensity from 30,000
to 800,000 candlepower. The light was automated in 1982. It remains an active aid to
navigation, and the 1877 keeper's dwelling is used for Coast Guard housing. In August
1993, the top of the lantern was temporarily removed and new-ZRX4Baerobeacons
were installed.

The DIAMOND MATCH <@ CO.SPRINGFIELD, Mass.

The erosion near Chatham Light had slowed in this century, but in recent years a new
| threat has developed. Hurricane Bob and the ferocious "Perfect" Storm of October 1991
created a new bre
in the barrier beack
east of the light
house. The time wil
_ come, sooner or late

T Mg when Chatham Ligh
oA R L | will have to be
moved or follow in
the wake of itg|
predecessors.

a0 3dVI NO WYHLYHD
JOHIVH I9VIS

L, CEEEEER | b //lighthouse.ce/
c}élﬁ’TEHCOD, AH?SHT chatham/

history.html]

CLOSE COVER BEFORE STRIKING MATCH
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New Members
Reinstated

501. Bill Nye, 5613 Tanglewood
Dr., Dublin, VA 24084
Collects: General, Trans
portation, Indian, Major
Political, Drinks, Tobacco, VA
Political, Full-length, Navy,
Wildlife

Ads

MATCHCOVER WANTED:

Afro-American cover of A.

Philip Randolph, Westchestgr1t ables,

Chapter. Please contact Al
Cahn, 847%76-4064.
Rphnatel@comcast.net.
you.

Email:
Thar

LISTS! REFERENCES!
RESEARCH MATERIALS!

Need a hobby glossary? Want {o

find out how old that cover is?
Need information on an obscur
trademark? All that and more i
available with the right source

Check out what there is at The

Vault - http://matchpro.org

WANT TO TRADE OR

PURCHASE FEATURES OR
GIANTS: Richard W. Lauck,
9424 Odin Way, Bothell, WA
980111646, 425.486.4501
rlauck@verizon.net

TRADERS WANTED! 1 6
easy to trade with and hay|
trading material available in
most categories. Mike Prerg
12659 Eckard Way, Auburn, CA
95603 (rmsed@matchpro.org)

m

Coming Up

TRANS CANADA SWAP-
FEST: April 24-26, 2008.
Holiday Inn, Fort Erie, Ont.,
Canada More details coming.

AMCAL 2008: May 17-24,

2008. Piccadilly Inn Airport,
5115 E. McKinley Ave., Fresno
CA.(559251-6000) Room: $81
if reservation made by Aprill5
Theme is Patriotic.

UES: June 1821, 2008, Plaza]
Hotel, Hagerstown, MD, 301
797-2500. Auctions, bingo,
dealers tables, displays, freeb]
and m u c h
more. Contact: Linda Clavette

k(717)7493871 or Stella
Williams-e-mail matchjsw@
DOnet.com. (937)898684.

RMS CONVENTION 2008:
August 38, 2008. The Inn at
Hunt's Landing Best Western
eMatamoras, PA. (5Ma91-

| 2400) Room: $99 More detall
” coming, but you can always ge
the latest at Convention Centrg
on the RMS web site.

CONNECTICUT MC 35th
ANNIVERSARY MEET:
September 288, 2008.
Marriott Hartford/Springfield

Airport, Day Hill Rd., Windsor,
CT 06095. (1800-2289290)
Room: $94+tax, includes 2
breakfast buffet vouchers per
room. Covers, games, auctions,
displays, raffle.

Dues Due!

Dues are due April 1st. $10
single membership/$15 family to
Jack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rosser
St ., Prescott, AZ
put it of f, pl ea:
forget and cause a headache for
the treasurer.

VP Candidate
Jack Barnes

Jack Barnes, NHwrote in to say
that he will send two of these
Political covers to anyone
requesting them with in an
SASE. (shown below)

Roster Revision
Coming Up

The new annual roster always
comes out soon after AMCAL,
so if you wish to make any
changes, let the Ed. know before
then. The roster posted on the

U

-




