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swaniest 2001

Well, another swapfest has come and gone...another good one! Blessed by the sun and temperatures in
the 70s, it was great just to leave the house! The truck packed with seven large trays of trading stock, a
shoebox of Small Towns, my Small Towns want list, two big boxes of material for the freebie tables, and
other necessary ‘supplies’, I headed down the freeway...14 miles to trading heaven!

The early birds were there by at least Friday, but I didn’t arrive until 8:45 Saturday morning. Rob Dalton
was already unloading his vehicle as I pulled up, so I backed my truck right up to the door, next to his, and
began unloading, myself. Duane and Janet Johnk were already there. I arrayed my bulging trays on a table
in the back of the room and deposited the two boxes of material on the freebie table—a big plastic page of
covers and some 15 pristine Beachcraft albums w/pages. Some of the covers were mine which I had been
saving for just this event, but many had been donated by out-of-the-area members...and our thanks to
them, once again.

By nine-ish, most people were set up, their trays and boxes covering tables all the way around the
perimeter of the large room. The trading began in earnest. I spent the first part of the morning going
through the Small Towns Duane had brought along. It was a slow process, as I was checking most covers
against my want list, but in the end I was rewarded with a good 70+ covers to add to my collection.
Duane, in the meantime, was going through the box I had brought down for him.

Across the vast crowds of people, and above the din of many happy traders, I did manage to catch sight
of Sierra-Diablo President Loren Moore, Rob Dalton, Duane and Janet Johnk, of course...Chuck Groninga,
who recently moved to our neck of the woods (Long Beach’s loss—our gain!)...Jeff Morrow, Jack and
Alfie Benbrook (all the way from Arizona), Robert Hernandez, Chester Crill (up once again from
Southern California...I don’t think he’s missed a swapfest yet), Jim Rauzy, Frank Lonteen, Brant “The
Canadian”, Dustin Moore (helping dad set up and keep the swapfest going; his efforts are appreciated), DJ
Norton (who sat at the lap top and kept the auction records...in addition to buying a /ot of lots; and we
certainly appreciate all of his volunteer time and effort), plus probably tons of other people who I missed
because I was so focused on getting more great covers!!

During the two-day event, we also had several drop-ins, bringing bags and albums of covers in, mostly
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with the hope of selling and making a small-to-large killing, but as it turned out nothing much of interest
showed up, as far as quality went. We all had to hand it to Loren, though. He made his pitch with each and
every one about how great the hobby was and how we’d love to welcome them into the club as new
collectors...and new members. But, as far as [ know, we had no takers. One gentleman, in particular, Loren
spent upwards to 30 minutes with, explaining the hobby, categories, the difference between good and bad
covers, hobby procedures and protocols...but just couldn’t surmount the ‘usual reason’...”I just don’t have
the time.” Hell, by the time he left, / was ready to pull out my checkbook and join the club again, myself!

Well, the trading, as always was spectacular...and very rewarding, but so was the shop talk, and so was
seeing friends again and swapping stories. By the way, there’s basically two trading procedures in place at
the Sierra-Diablo Swapfests. The original idea was that two traders would go through each other’s covers,
and either trade one-for-one, or close to it...and a few collectors do use that method, especially, of course,
when what is being swapped is the higher end covers. Most of us, however, myself included, just put our
covers out and don’t keep track at all. Everything’s simply there for the taking. Help yourself! As Chester
usually says, “I don’t want to cart any of that stuff back home!”

There were so many auction lots this year, our traditional Sunday auction went to two big auctions, one
on Saturday and one on Sunday. The variety was pretty good—a lot of casinos in various shapes, sizes,
and numbers; a lot of Midgets, too, usually 4-8 at a time; a lot of individual albums (someone’s prior
collection). Most lots seemed to be individual pages of covers...a page of 8 Soda covers, a page of DQ’s, a
page of two Giants, etc. But dominating everything else, it seemed, were the Features...Features, Features
everywhere! They were usually in lots of 3-4, and they normally went for less than $1.50 apiece. Stan
Tombs should have been there!

This year’s auction prices seemed to be quite cheap. I kept looking for bargains, myself, especially
liking the big bulk lots, but there didn’t seem to be any this year. But, Rob Dalton certainly got Ais share
of bargains! (I said enviously!). Chester ended up with most of the albums; Janet got a lot of the Navy
Ships and Midgets; Duane got...well...whatever Janet allowed (!); Jack went for his usual Hotels/Motels;
Jim Rauzy ended up with quite a bit, but I couldn’t really see a pattern to it; and the same went for DJ.

Loren did his usual good job as auction master, with DJ tapping away on the lap top, and Dustin keeping
the lots flowing. At the end of the auctions, once again Loren’s custom-made software made ‘check out’ a
breeze. It went so fast, indeed, that there wasn’t really even a line to wait in. Everyone was presented with
an itemized printout of any of his or her lots that were sold and any lots that he or she purchased...and a
grand total, one way or the other. The printout also showed what the club’s cut was on every lot of yours
that sold. Painless!

Oops! I forgot to mention the refreshments...which I shamelessly tanked up on for both days. Cold
drinks, snacks, and down home tradin’...Aaaaaah!

Wrapping it all up for another year, I should also mention that we missed seeing Jeff Davis, who usually
comes out all the way from Texas; and Terry Stroud wasn’t able to attend this time, either. We hope to see
them next year...along with a bunch of new faces who have finally decided to check out all the fun that’s
going up there in Northern California. Remember, this is God’s country!..and California, to boot!

We can promise you great Spring weather /fingers crossed], great trading...and lots of covers! Make that
reservation on your calendar now...Beginning of Spring, Roseville, 2008!! Hope to see you!
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Getting Trading Stock

Well, as I pointed out last time, currently the three main ways that collectors get their covers are buying,
trading, and from the freebie tables. But, we’re just interested in building up our trading stock, here, so
buying is out for most people since they’re not interested in buying trading stock. Trading is normally out,
since it’s trading material we’re trying to get in the first place.

From the top three, then, that leaves us with freebie tables. Freebie tables are a great source of covers, but,
as a new collector, I believe that I was told that the material there was free for the taking, but one was
expected to take covers only that were needed for the person’s actual collections. I'm not certain taking
items for trading stock would qualify. But, that was some time ago, and my recollection may be faulty. If
someone’s an expert on freebie table etiquette, please let me know.

In any event, freebie tables are only a good source if the collector can get to them...and that means getting
to those club meetings, swapfests, and conventions...which most collectors in the hobby, for whatever
reason, don’t!

So, where does that leave us? We’re not going to buy; we’re not going to trade (until already have trading
stock); and we’re probably not going to have access to freebie tables on a steady and regular basis.
Hmmmmm! There are other sources, however.

One is relatives and friends. Just get the word out and you could have a veritable army of helpers scouring
the community...state...country!...All for you! Of course, the more social you are, and the bigger your
family, the more effective this approach is. In actual fact, hardly any collectors rely solely on this method.
It’s just too hit-and-miss. Still, it can furnish you with some covers...perhaps a lot, over time.

If you’re willing to do the leg work, there’s always the tried and true “Get ‘em yourself” option. Get out
and canvas your community businesses and pick up your own caddies of covers. Yes, those business covers
are still out there! Yes, they’re not as plentiful as they once were...and Yes, this approach takes more effort
than it used to. But, it’s an option readily available to anyone who still drives and is not bed or wheelchair-
bound. And, the actual getting-of-the-covers is free. It does help to have a winning personality and
convincing arguments as to why the clerk or store manager should give up those matchbooks, and the most
successful matchbook-gathering collectors all have it down to a science. Their expert suggestions include
things such as: being able to show a matchcover club membership card along with, perhaps, a copy of a
bulletin (this establishes your authenticity); using the argument that the matchbooks were designed to
advertise that business, and your sharing those matchbooks with all sorts of local and non-local collectors
will thereby give the business even more bang for its advertising buck.

Too strenuous and time-consuming? How about a different way of canvassing your community? Now,
this option involves buying covers, but it’s much cheaper than auctions or other normal purchasing
procedures. The idea here is that you can advertise in a local circular that you’re willing to buy matchbook
accumulations and then simply wait for the owners of such to contact you! You will eventually have to go
out and look at those accumulations if they sounded interesting over the phone or in the e-mail, but, unlike
simply walking into business after business, ad infinitum, this method is more sure-fire to result in cover
acquisitions.

As with so many other things in life, it gets down to how much time and effort are you willing to expend.
The results are usually proportionate. It’s up to you.
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Mike’s AMCAL Report
Fresno, CA: May 19-May 26

The week: I didn’t actually until early Thursday morning, but the early birds had already been in full swing
since Saturday, starting with an evening dinner at Roger Rocka’s Playhouse and a presentation of
“Thoroughly Modern Millie”. Sunday, there was a no-host champagne brunch at the downtown Radisson
Hotel and an evening President’s Welcome Buffet back at the Piccadilly Hotel. Monday, registration began,
along with the first session of the Chinese/Connecticut Auction, followed by a morning Museum/Sun
Empire Foods tour, plus smaller activities later that night.

Tuesday’s bigger events included the annual miniature golf outing and the afternoon Wine & Cheese
Party...in Halloween costumes. The Past AMCAL Presidents’ No-Host Breakfast started off Wednesday.
Then, among other activities, there was the Cigar Box Trading session just before the big Picnic in the Park,
which also included a shucking contest and a tour of the Japanese Garden. The major evening event was the
first auction of the convention, where, among some other surprises, on Playboy Club cover went for over
$40.

Thursday’s collecting activities were launched with the opening of the Freebie Tables and continuing
registration. There was another big auction in the afternoon and the Witch-Broom races in the evening,
concluding with the Trick or Treat Sweepstakes Drawings. Earlier, of course, there had been the usual clash
between the Pirates and the Mermaids. Friday saw more Freebie Tables action, the annual business meeting,
a presentation from the AMCAL Players, and the third big auction. The Poolside Buffet, in the evening was
as good as ever, and I even managed my annual one-on-one trade with Doug Fouquet while there.

Closing day activities on Saturday saw the last of the Freebie Tables, the voting on the displays, the last of
the big auctions, a no-host cocktail hour and AMCAL Raffle, and culminating, of course, in the annual
Awards Banquet.

The weather during the week was mild and gorgeous, and, as all of the above activities were taking place,
there were also other ongoing activities. The signature Room-Hopping tradition took place whenever there
were lulls in the official goings-on, but especially in the evenings, just before and after dinner. Several clubs
had meetings/luncheons at the convention—Tobacco Club, Huggable Bears, Casino Club, Denver Strikers,
etc.

General impressions: The number of lots in the auctions seemed to be down rather significantly, and the
auctions, themselves, were normally dominated by the ‘big buyers’—good variety, but I didn’t see the usual
quality—I also didn’t see much in the way of bargains, but I didn’t attend all four auctions. I noticed the
quality of covers on the Freebie Tables seemed to be off, as well—lots of used and national stuff—
although attendees were regularly pouring their own covers, of higher quality, on the tables. That’s just an
observation, by the way, not a criticism. These are freebies donated by generous collectors, so there’s no
room for criticism of what’s available. Overall, with reference to both the auction lots and freebie
donations, more than one person at the convention was wondering if that was at least a partial results of so
much material going to ebay.

Hotel accommodations and services were good, but, then, they’re always good here at the Piccadilly. I
had to smile, though, as I overheard a variety of people who related how perplexed they were with the lamp
switches in their rooms [There was a slight delay between turning the switch and the light going on,
causing some initial confusion].
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The food, as always, was great; the usual volunteers knocked themselves out trying to insure another
successful convention—President Bob Borton, Vice-President Bobbie MacKenzie, Secretary/Treasurer
Steve Rohrer, the Hillers, Loren and Mary Ross, Ellen Gutting, and a whole bunch of others that did
everything from man the table activities to all the behind-the-scene work.

Business meeting: I counted 37 attending. Under new business, a full-page ad in the upcoming RMS
Convention booklet was OK’ed, as was a trophy for the 2008 UES. Bob Hiller reported that the room rate
next year at the Piccadilly will be $81. Treasurer/Secretary Steve Rohrer reported that AMCAL had some
$7,000 in the bank [The approximation is mine!...Steve does keep track of all the miscellaneous dollars
and cents, as well!] When the Past Presidents were called upon to stand, there were quite a few, including
Loren Ross and Gladys Wing...and more than a few oohs and ahs at the realization that Loren was
President in 1964and that Gladys was President in 1965. Marilyn Reese won the $25 drawing from those
fun-loving people at Sierra-Diablo MC [Hey, that’s us!].

Stats: I'm writing this too soon after the convention to have the official stats yet, but unofficial
That'’s a little disheartening.

2007-2008 Officers: Bobbie MacKenzie (President), Charles Specht (Vice-President), Steve Rohrer
(Secretary/Treasurer)

Attending: [These are just the people I saw] Mel & Marilyn Reese, WI; Gladys Wing, CA; Duane and
Janet Johnk, CA; Bob & Emily Hiller, CA; Loren & Mary Ross, CA; Bob & Paula Borton, OH; Steve
Rohrer, CA; Bobbie MacKenzie, MA; Charles Specht, IL; Doug Fouquet, CA: Kevin Fleming, CA; Larry
& Carol Ziegler, CAN; Denis Bouchard, CAN; Steven & Nancy Bailey, MN; Tom Meek (1st timer), CA;
Ken & Alice Schneider, CO; Gene & Cindy Sayler, CO; Ellen Gutting, NV; Dick Hagerman, NV; Marsha
Smith, NV; Larry Danver, CA; Jene Lyle, CA; Wally & Pat Mains, HY; George & Christine Cosentini,
CA; and nice to see Ray Schultz in from Australia; didn’t see any of the English contingent this year.

Texas County Seats

There are any number of collectors who collect County Seats, and it’s always been a fairly popular and
very challenging category, but Texas County Seats, for the interested collector, could easily be a collection
all by itself.

There are currently a whopping 254 counties in Texas (compare that to, say, California, the third largest
state in the country, which has only 58 counties). And, that’s only the current number. Some County Seat
collectors also out it past county seats, as well. I don’t know how many of those Texas has, but the 254
figure would be higher in that circumstance in any event. S-0-0-0-0-0, Texas County Seats gives you quite
a bit to work with if you were to try and put together a complete set.

And for all the more fun, many of the them are tough! Why would “tough” equate with “fun”? Well, for
many collectors, if not most, the thrill of collecting is the hunt, itself....the searching, the patience, the
persistence, and, if your luck holds, the eventual exhilaration of victory when that long sought cover
eventually ends up in your hands. In the following list of Texas county seats (the second part will run next
month), I’ve marked (*) some of the tougher ones after checking several want lists from County Seat
collectors.

Get into looking for Texas county seats, and I'm willing to bet you’ll get hooked on a/l county seats!
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AMCAL RESULTS

May’s AMCAL in Fresno saw 52 collectors in attendance; 25 were from out-of-state. One of these were
first-timers, which was nice. Forty-five adults attended the always delicious poolside barbecue, and 39
people were at the concluding banquet. The President’s Welcome Buffet on Sunday attracted 22 people,
and there were 29 people at the wine & cheese party.

The big auctions brought in a total of $6,509.00. Witch-Broom races brought in $126. Chinese Auctions
netted $212. Goblins Goodie Shoppe took in §99. The 50/50 take was $212. Raffles sales equaled $341,
the Pumpkin Patch Pick & Win brought in $198. [special thanks to Ellen Gutting for the stats and award
results seen here]

AMCAL Contest Awards: Individual Display Awards:
Miniature golf winner: Bob Borton Duke Rohrer Memorial: Janet Johnk
Shucking Contest Winner:  Carol Ziegler Jim Moffett Memorial: Charlie Specht
Best Costume Winner: Ellen Gutting
Room Decorating Winner:  Charlie Specht Club Display Awards:
Most Caddies Donated:  Ellen Gutting & Dick
Hagerman Angelus MC Best Combo: Ellen Gutting
Denver Strikers MC Most Diff: Charlie Specht
AMCAL Display Awards: Long Beach MC Best Animal: Ellen Gutting
Long Beach Edgar Marshall
Best Single Cover/Box: 1st - Mary Ross Memorial Best Dated: Mary Ross
2nd - Ellen Gutting Mermaid MC Best Mermaid: Marilyn Reese
3rd - Ray Schultz Mid-South MC Mary Anne
Pertuis Memorial Best Casino: Mary Ross
Best Set: Ist - Mary Ross Rocky Mountain MC Best
2nd - Ellen Gutting Remember When: Janet Johnk
3rd - Ray Schultz San Diego MC Most Unusual Group: Ellen Gutting
Sierra-Diablo MC Best Small Cate: Ellen Gutting
Best Group: Ist - Charlie Specht UES Best Black & Orange: Ellen Gutting
2nd - Janet Johnk
3rd - Ellen Gutting RMS Area Award:
AMCAL President’s Award None given out this year.
For Best Halloween Display: Ellen Gutting
Best of Show: Ellen Gutting New AMCAL Officers for 2009:
Coming Up Next Year: President - Bobbie MacKenzie
Vice-President - Charlie Specht
Place: Piccadilly Airport Hotel, Fresno, CA Secretary/Treas - Steve Rohrer
Date: May
Room rate: $81 [God Bless the Volunteers!!]

Theme: Patriotic
Start planning those displays!
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[Part II of Texas County Seats in
our next issuef

New Members

909. Ronald Floyd, 14967
Oakbury Dr., La Mirada, CA
90638

Collects: All casinos, girlies,
pubs, beer/liquor, sports,
transportation

Change of Address

595. Randy Waite, 3729 Old
Barn Lane, Northport, AL 35473

Ads

TRADERS! 1 WANT
TRADERS! Thanks to several
bulk trades lately, I'm up to my
ears in trading stock. Looking
for people who want my Banks,
H/M/R, Cameo, Uniglo, Foilites
for their 20-strike single address
covers (I’m basically looking for
Towns, Zips, and mm’s). Mike
Prero, 12659 Eckard Way,
Auburn, CA 95603

LISTS! All the oldiestNavy
Ships, Military, and more. See
listing of what’s available and
prices on my site: http://
matchpro.org

Coming Up

UES 2007: June 20-23, 2007.
Plaza Hotel, Hagerstown, MD

(301-797-2500). FMI: Linda
Clavette, 13 Creekstone Dr.,
Mont Alto, PA 17237

(clavette 324(@msn.com).

RMS CONVENTION 2007:
Aug 5-11, St. Louis, MO. The
biggest get-together in the
hobby! All sorts of fun,
including huge auctions! Check
out http://matchcover.org/
Convention%20Central.html

Reno Collectibles Show #6:
October 506, 2007. Fri: 9-5;
Sat: 9-3. Sands Regency Hotel
Casino, 345 N. Arlington, Reno.
$5 admission good for both
days. Buy-Sell-Trade Casino
collectibles. FMI: Jim Munding,
POB 487, W. Covina, CA

91791 626-919-0606 E-mail:
mun3335@aol.com
INTERNATIONAL MATCH

SAFE ASSOCIATION:
October 5-7, 2007. Sheraton
City Center, 17 & Race Sts.,
Philadelphia, PA 19103. FMI:
IMSA POB 791, Malaga, NJ or
George Sparacio at
mrvesta@aol.com

KEYSTONE/LEHIGH
WEEKEND 2007: October 31-
November 4, 2007. Holiday Inn,
Morgantown, PA. Displays,
grab tables, auctions, dealers,
costume parade, trivia contest,
indoor pool, raffle, free banquet
dinner for registered attendees
for Fri-Sat night stay. FMI:
Shirley Sayers, 1290
Corporation St., Beaver, PA
15009, shirley2@verizon.net

More Overseas
Contacts

Here are a few more overseas
collectors that I’ve run across.

Again, when trading overseas,
you’re basically going to get
boxes and labels, and if you
don’t want flats, you’d better say
so up front.

Narunas Savickas
PD98
Vilnius, Lithuania LT01001

I am interested in getting
matchlabels or skillets (no
matchbooks or booklets) for my
matchlabels and skillets from

Lithunia, Russia, Poland,
Belorusia
Dr. George Savka, M.D.

Minajskaja str. 15-142
88018 Uzhgorod, Ukraine

I collect matchbox labels,
matchboxes, skillets, match
boxes with matches (ordinary,
clubs, gas, economic, original
and unusual and others) I have
labels from Ukraine, Belarussia,
Russia, Hungary and other
countries for an exchange.

Alexander Pyshkin
postbox 200

St. Petersburg, 193232,
Russia
phillumasp@gmail.com

1 collect covers, skillets and
other kinds of labels dealing
with views of towns,
architecture, nice views, table
games, VIP’s, humour, erotic,
zodiac signs, cinema pictures,
beer, tobacco and some
colourful themes. I shall be glad
to exchange and to receive the
letters with phillumeny by a
material from the colleagues
from USA.
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Happy Birthday!

Gordon, Philip...........ccc........ 6-2
Dorval, Pierre.........oovveveeeenens 6-3
Ewen, Doug........cccecvvvvneenne 6-4
Liebman, Ruth...................... 6-4
Finkelstein, Evelyn............... 6-6
Robins, Gary.......cccccvvveeurenne 6-6
McNeill, Karl.........cooeeunnneneen. 6-9
Cahn, Alan..........cccoeeuuveeee.. 6-11
Henley, Doug............c......... 6-12
Prero, Allyson..................... 6-19
Riches, Bonita..................... 6-22
Hubbard, June..................... 6-23
Goleman, Gerald................. 6-25
Dargart, Larry........ccuueee.e. 6-27
Bedra, Don...........cooeeunne.. 6-28
Late Classified Ad

MILITARY AUCTION! Starts
July 1st at http://matchpro.org

Editorial

Help Yourself...
Help the Hobby!

In these days of diminishing
collectors and increasing travel
costs, it’s getting harder and
harder for the people putting on
all the annual swapfests and
conventions to attract attendees,
and, as attendance gets smaller,
more collectors just figure it’s
not worth the time and
trouble...but it is! I’ve attended
our Sierra-Diablo Swapfest since
its inception and AMCAL since

1984, and I’ve never come away
from either disappointed.

In the May/Jun RMS Bulletin
Insta-Poll survey on how
collectors get their covers, the
two top responses were Buying
and Trading...Well, swapfests
and conventions offer excellent
opportunities for both—the
largest auctions in the hobby
and one-on-one trading with
your peers. And as for the
latter, many attendees, in fact,
arrange trades ahead of time and
then meet up at the get-together.
Doug Fouquet, CA, and I, for
example, always conduct an
annual trade when we meet up at
AMCAL.

June® Smile

[Thanks to Bill Barilla, NJ, for this
one]
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That’s what you can get out of
it, plus meeting old and new
friends, great food, and lots of
other fun activities. What you
can give back to the hobby is
your support. Just by attending,
you help maintain the life of that
swapfest or convention. At least
try and attend those events
closest to you—and help
yourself and the hobby.

B

COMING
UP

e |

Jul: “Amazing Die-Cuts!”
Aug: “Hillbillies”

Sep: “Planning Your Hobby
Calendar”
SIERRA-DIABLO...we’re
the hottest club in the
hobby!

L il

The Sierra-Diablo Bulletin is a
monthly publication of the Sierra-
Diablo Matchcover Club. Deadline
for all submissions is the 10th of
each month. Any information
herein may be reproduced with
appropriate credit line. Dues of
310 (individual), 315 (family), $15
(Canada/Mexico) or $20 (outside
N. America) are payable to the
Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club, ¢/
o Jack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rosser
St., Prescott, AZ 86301.

Visit theSierra-Diablo Web Site at:
http://www.matchcover.org/sierra

You can reach the Ed. on line at
RMSED@matchpro.org for help
with Bulletin/hobby questions,
concerns or problems.
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