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Gollecting Amusement Parks

by
Mike Prero

The concept of Amusement Parks goes back farther than you would think. Frosh 75600 , APl ec
Gardenso, as they were first called, began to
aside specifically for outdoor entertainment. The attractions included fountains, flower gardens, bowling,
games, music, dancing, staged spectacles and a few primitive amusement rides. In 1650, large ice slide
supported by heavy timbers, became popular as a wintertime diversion in Russia. Small wooden sleds use
iron runners to glide down hills in St. Petersburg were quite elaborate. These simple amusements were th
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forerunners of todayds roller coasters. Il n 1846
Gardens, in Paris, France. The French called the device Chemin de Centrifuge.

In 1875, Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY, with the completion of the first railroad to it, rapidly became
popular as a seaside resort. The attractions included Cabaret entertainment, Vaudeville acts, Melodrama
Fortune tellers, games, and rides such as small carousels. In 1884, LaMarcus A. Thompson introduced h
Switchback Gravity Pleasure Railway at Coney I s
Columbian Exposition, in 1893, introduced the famous George Ferris Giant Wheel. A true wonder of then
modern world. Also introduced at the Columbian Exposition was the Midway Plaisance (or White City
Midway). The ornate building facades and brilliant electric lights dictated amusement park design for the
next 60 years. Chutes Park in Chicago opened in 1894, becoming the first amusement park to be enclose
and charge admission. After relocating in 1896, Chutes Park closed in 1908. The park served as a modk
for Sea Lion Park at New Yorkdés Coney I sl and.

By 1910, more than 200 amusement parks were operating throughout the U.S., but betwd®20915
many parks closed, due to the publicds increase
interest in new attractions such as motion pictures. That was temporary, though, because the 192C
became the golden age of amusement parks. Many larger cities had as many as six. Many of the best roll
coasters of all time were built during this period. With the Stock Market Crash and Great Depression of
the 1930s, many more parks closed. Rationing and scarcity of supplies during WW II further hampered the
growth of amusement parks. .. And then Disneyl ant
1955![http://napha/nnn/Default.aspx?tabid=69]

As with almost all categories, the vast majority of covers available here arsthikats, and very few
recent covers, if any, are being issued for the usual reasons. Disneyland/DisneyWorld, is the most heralde
park in this category, and Disney has certainly put out a
R4 30, LAnGAsTeR, pausvivanaa| SUTING Of covers and boxes stretching over some 50 y|  Wisconsin Dells
There are at least 400+ of these, just be themselves. e
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_ Still, as an Amusement Park collector, myself, (as 5oii
of my Famous Places collection) | always like the co_
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§§56 ] |55 ;= Hank Northam had a Disneyland listing in 1994, and|  ga11d auQ Aed
;3": — —] §§; i DeGennaro had 385 DisneyWorld./Epoct covers liste :
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Q%‘ ; As to actual numbers of what might be out there

you, Ellen Gutting, NV, reported having 240 as F P P
== 1y| September 2000, but keep in mind that most colleq I ?AM'L’.Y
=»>| keep the Disney covers separated out as a diffe \

| category. ‘L ‘L. lD
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Bulk Trades: Follow Up

Since the last articlg=eb. 2007k number of collectors have responded to the idea (not that the idea of
bulk trading was new, but the article did serve to move in up to the front burner, at least for some). It
actually wasnét the intention of the discussion
has pleasantly happened. | 6ve recently had trad
few others, especially of Elks and smaller Fraternals, of at least a couple hundred each.

Each such trade is especially valuable since just one of these equals a year or two, or even more,
regular trading. Another aspect of bulk trading that | like is that my dupes normally just sit there, raking up
space and gathering dust. Theyodre not doing ano!
either. Wi th bulk trading, |l 6m moving | arge amo
stagnant portion of my hobby, and the resulting incoming covers, at least a portion of them, significantly
add to my actual coll ections. With a o6regul ar 6
covers, and eventually can perhaps use normally
looking forward to more such large trades!

as never collectors read this, however, some n
dupes, but those of us with few covers to trac
unfortunately, is all too true When youodre tra
t hat trading stock S there. .. for t hose coll e

interested...keep reading for some hints.

Where Do Collectors Get Their Covers?

| recently took an-enail poll of RMS members to take a look at the main ways that they currently acquire
their covers. The results will appear in the May/RMS Bulletin b ut |, since | 6m on
the RMS Editor, | have permission to give Sidbiablo members aaexclusivequick peek preview!

On-Line collectors were asked for their three main ways of getting covers, ranked in order of importance.
The final results werét1: buying; #2: trading; #3: freebie tables.

There were other sources, of cour se, but these
have a more detailed discussion of exactly how you can increase your trading stock in our new issue...

Are You Taking Advantage of the SierraDiablo Web Site?

-Did you know that the complete cl ub awvaysbugentg hi p
unlike the hard copy roster that only comes out once a year.
- Did you know that the cuBulletini s posted on the web site?. |. An
days before the hard copy issue hits the mailboxes?
- Did you know that the web site is hostAMCAL CentraP...Complete and latest information on the|up-
coming AMCAL convention, plus stats and reports on the last convention.
-Did you know that therebs a complete Ilisting o
with interactive links.
- Did you know that the site had club history, links, collecting tips, membership application...and mere?
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OVERSEAS CONTACTS England

raygustard@hotmail.com

Well, unlike many of my student$,have done
my homewor k! Il n | ast
ADealing Overseaso art
if 1 could come up with some foreign collectors
that collectors here could contact for the purpose
trading.

| am looking for SHIPPING items (military andof
commercial), but | have other categories thatlla d

would trade.

Vic Belshaw

16 Springfield

Littleover

Derby, DE23 6EZ

Englsn
vic.belshaw@ntlworld.com

Since then, | have verified that the following
overseas collectors are ready, willing, and able
trade. Keep i n mi nd,
guaranteeing that they have what you want...or th
y ou have what they wa
|l ooking for foreign ma

)t

I collect old British and old USA and always have ©

nice old British for exchange. | particularly like Dé y:
matchcovers and would exchange old UK for DQs.
| have about 200 DQs and Safety Firsts, but sadly

AUSTRALIA no duplicates.

Neil Abbott

37 Corlette Cres.

Monash ACT 2904

Australia
matchcover@grapevine.net.au

IRAN

Dr. Mohsen Jalily

No 40, Ladan Gharbi St. Kuye Faraz.
Saadat Abad.

Tehran 19819

Iran

Mohsenjalily@yahoo.com

CZECH REPUBLIC

Martin Dohnal

M. Horakoveé 1067

500 06 Hradec Kralové 6
Czech Republic
http://sberatel.com/zapalky/

NETHERLANDS
Harry van Baal
had.vanbaal@zonnet.nl

Austria 19041917, Czech Matches 192806,

USSR all issued matches, Poland, Germany
Sweden, Finland (from beginning till the yeal
1945), England, match labels from the othe
countries only sampl es

Only collect skillets and labels

PAKISTAN

Imran Khalid

H#21,S#27 & 28

Qila Gujjar Singh,

Lahore54000

Pakistan

E-Mail: imranzaaday@hotmail.com

ENGLAND

Keith Kendall

36 Clifton Road
Coulsdon, Surrey
CR5 2DU

England glc':tgo\li/llz\llgl\ﬁ\nec

keith.kendall@btilternet.com Strahinj 8

David Ray Gustard 4204 Naklo
Slovenia

7, Lydford Court, Lambton Grange

Newbottle, TynéWear DH4 4UA jasmina.vidovic@guest.arnes.si

| collect all kinds of matchbox labels from all over
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the world, General (normal small, packet ar
karton)- all kinds of matchboxes/skillets from all
over the world, General (reklam,
household, fireplace, etc:) wrapper papers of
matchboxes. | offer in exchange many doub
labels and boxes, majority from Europe, as oth

such because labels is what most foreign
collectors will have in abundance.

kitcher - Be sure and specify the quality standards you

expect. Many foreign collectors see flats as
acceptable and used/struck material as OK,
as well.

countries as well. .
Club Services
UKRAINE _ . . .
Dr. George Savka M. D. Bulletin Auction! If, and when, it comes time fo
Minajskaja str. 15142 di spose of your <collefgptio
88018 Uzhgorod tion, and excellent way is to consign it to Siefra
Ukraine Diablo to auction off in lots through our high
savkaju@mail.uzhgorod.ua quality and highly respected 10 timagear bulle-
Interested in exchanging labels, boxes, skillets atin auction. Contact Loren Moore, POB 1181, Rose-
covers with other people. ville, CA 95678 (916/83-4332) (loren@bgsplancp.
com)
Again, some general tips for trading overseas: _ _
- Secure your envelopes and/or packages well. |Album Pages! The best plastic pages in the hobby
- Double check that your postage is correct. (Ithink), and theyodre| ave
- Be certain to send air mail, or it will meonths [ Diablo. We make two big orders a year, on a| per
between trades! order basis. Contactack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rossdier
-1f you don6t want | a b |St. Prescott, AZ (92872-3763 (fi8Bcus@cableone.net) -~ j f \
V-J Day
=TS V-J Day + 50 years! The end of World War I, 50 ygars
ago this year. ME Day (Victory in Europe), May 8th,
1945, when the Germanys surrendered, was certainly im-
portant, but the war waslndét over bnti
months later. VJ Day (Victory over Japan) was Augist
14th, 1945. At 7 PM on that date, President Harry S.|Tru-
man announced that Japan had agreed to surrender] Japan
had been trying to end the war, and rumors had faced
through the U.S for the four days prior to August 14th.
September 2nd, 1945, was later declared the officidl V
Day because it was on that date that representatives|of Ja-
pan signed the terms of surrender aboard the battleship
V_J U.S.S. Missouri in Tokyo Bay.
DAY We should never forget what it took to get us to that pqint.
*
AUGUST 14, 1945 . Victory doesnét [come easil| y!
Match Service, Rochester, N. Y.




