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by 

Mike Haywood 

[Reprinted from RMS Bulletin, Jan/Feb 1996] 

 

  As a lifelong Washington Redskins fan, it was natural for me to collect Redskin covers when I began 

collecting matchcovers two years ago. What fun it has been. Although I still need ten covers to finish my 

run of the eight sets, I have really enjoyed this hobby and collecting these sets. Let me share these with 

you. 

 

   The Redskins first set was produced in 1939, consisting of 20 different players and followed by three 

additional sets for the next three years (1940-1942). In 1951 and 1952, sets were released. The final two 

sets, ñFamous Redskins, ñ were issued in 1959 and 1960. The key cover in each of the sets is ñSlinginô 

Sam Baugh,ò the legendary Hall of Fame quarterback. He appears in each set except the final 1960 set. 

 

   Hereôs a short description and checklist of the players in the eight sets: 

 

1939: Sponsored by Ross Jewelry, produced by Universal Match Corp. Lists home schedule on back. 

Colors: gold with red lettering. Twenty different playersô photos appear on the inside, with signature under 

photo. Called ñAutograph Setò for this reason. Players in set: Barber, Baugh, Bradley, Carroll, Erickson, 

Farkas, Filchock, Flaherty, Irwin, Justice, Karcher, Krause, Malone, Masterson, Millner, Parks, Pinckert, 

Slivinski, Stralka, Turner. 

 

1940: Sponsored by Ross Jewelry, produced by Universal Match Corp. Lists home schedule on back. 

Colors: gold with red lettering. Twenty different playersô photos appear on the inside, with signature under 

photo. Also called ñAutograph Set.ò Players in set: Barber, Baugh, Carroll, Edwards, Farkas, Farman, 

Hoffman, Irwin, Malone, Masterson, Millner, Parks, Pinckert, Russell, Shugart, Slivinski, Stralka, Todd, 

Young, Zimmerman. 

 

1941: Sponsored by Home Laundry, produced by Maryland Match Co. The quality is much better in this 

ñAutograph Setò than the first two. Lists home schedule on back. Colors: dark brown with metallic gold 

lettering. Same format, 20 players with signatures. Nice set. Players in set: Aldrich, Barber, Baugh, 

Carroll, Davis, Farman, Farkas, Filchock, Flaherty, Masterson, McChesney, Millner, Moore, Seymour, 

Shugart, Stralka, Titchenal, Todd, Young, Zimmerman. 
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1942: Sponsored by Home Laundry, produced by Maryland Match Co. My personal favorite. Very 

colorful. The logo jumps out at you. Colors: gold with deep burgundy lettering. Lists home schedule on 

back. Same format, 20 players with signatures. The ultimate ñAutograph Set.ò Players in the set: Aldrich, 

Baugh, Beinor, Carroll, Cifers, Davis, Edwards, Farman, Farkas, Flaherty, Kreuger, Masterson, 

McChesney, Moore, Seymour, Shugart, Stralka, Todd, Wilkin, Young. 

 

1951: Sponsored by Arcade Pontiac, produced by Universal. A very attractive design. Colors: gold and 

black background, with burgundy, gold, and black lettering. Although inside cover says ñone of twenty 

different players,ò only 17 exist. According to Bill Hubbardôs Sports Matchcover Guide, three plates were 

destroyed, as confirmed by a representative with Universal. Therefore, the set is considered complete with 

17 covers. Players in set: Ball, Baugh, Berrang, Brown, DeMao, Drazenovich, Dudley, Gilmer, Goode, 

Karras, Lipscomb, Niemi, Peebles, Quirk, Staton, Taylor, Tereshinski. 

 

1952: Sponsored by Arcade Pontiac, produced by Universal. Almost identical in appearance to the 1951 

ñAutograph Set.ò These two sets are often mistakenly listed as one set. The subtle difference is the gold 

outline lettering behind ñArcadeò is slightly wider on this set. Otherwise, itôs the same appearance as the 

1951 set. This set is considered complete at 19 covers. Players in set: Ball, Badaczewski, Baugh, DeMao, 

Dowda, Drazenovich, Gilmer, Heath, Justice, Karras, LeBaron, Lipscomb, Niemi, Papit, Quirk, Ricca, 

Taylor, Tereshinski, Todd. 

 

1959: ñFamous Redskins,ò sponsored by 1st Federal Savings and Loan, produced by Universal. Colors: 

white and black with burgundy and gold lettering. Twenty different players are featured, and their photos 

are on the back with Redskin logo and ñFamous Redskins.ò A small bio appears inside the cover. Printed 

on older gray back coated stock. No schedule. Players in the set: Bagaras, Battles, Baugh, Brito, Castiglia, 

DeMao, Drazenovich, Dudley, Fiorentino, Irwin, LeBaron, Millner, Moore, Schrader, Smith, Sommer, 

Tereshinski, Todd, Wilkin, Witucki. 

 

1960: ñFamous Redskins,ò also sponsored by 1st 

Federal Savings & Loan and produced by Universal. 

Same style and coloring as the 1959 set. The only 

difference in this set and the previous 1959 set is the 

paper stock. This set was printed on white, thinner 

shinekote stock. Players in the set: Anderson, Bossler, 

Edwards, Guglielmi, Hartman, Hecker, James, Justice, 

Krause, Lemek, Mont, Olszewski, Paluck, Peebles, 

Russell, Schrader, Stevens, Sutton, Toneff, Torgeson. 

 

   Iôm still looking for 1939, Slivinski; 1940, Farkas, 

Farman, Irwin, Millner; 1941, Davis, Farkas, Farman, 

Masterson, Moore. Any help would be greatly 

appreciated. Iôd trade or purchase. Thank you and 

happy collecting. 

 

Ed. These are really great sets. I think I only have two 

complete ones and sporadic singles in the others... 

sigh! 
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Contours 

 

   These covers are sure to make anyone sit up and take notice. Theyôre colorfulðtheyôre unusualðtheyôre 

part of the Golden Age of Matchcoversðand just like all the others...they donôt make them anymore! 

 

   Contours appeared in 1951 as a trademarked cover from the Lion Match Company. Since then, Theyôve 

become a sure favorite of collectors. Normally, these are 20-stick size, but, because theyôre die-cut, theyôre 

not standard-shaped, as can be seem by  the beauties pictured here. The logos, pictures, or text on Contours 

extend beyond the normal sides of the cover to form a somewhat three-dimensional format designed to 

catch the customerôs eye...and do they ever! The standard length, though, means that they can still be 

mounted on the usual slit, 20-stick album pages with no real problem. 

 

   Although similarly conceived covers were made by Lion in the 1970s and beyond, Lion no longer used 

the tell-tale trademark, and these later covers lacked the beautiful art work, were thinner, and generally just 

much cheaper looking. But, then, thatôs basically what happened to all the great covers of yester-year, if 

they were to survive at all. 

 

   A number of conjunctives exist within the Contour category. There are Contours which are Features, knot 

holes, a few odd-strikers, etc. The great majority of classic Contours are front-strikers, of course, although 

there were some early reverse-strikers (ñback-strikersò), as well (this isnôt counting the more modern issues 

which donôt carry the Contour trademark). 

 

   There were 1,147 listed as of 1999, which is the latest number I have. John Clark, FL, reported having 

916 in November 2000. 
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The Empire State Building 

 

   The Empire State Building! It hasnôt been the tallest building in the world for a good many years, now, 

but none of the Johnny-come-latelys have the charisma, character, and history that this building can rightly 

boast of. I mean, how many of those other structures can say theyôve been climbed by King Kong? 

 

   Still one of the most famous architectural feats in the world, the Empire State Building was built in 1930-

1931. Itôs located in central Manhattan, on 5th Ave., between 33rd St. and 34th St., on the site of the old 

Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. Itôs about 1/4 mile highð1,250 ft! And, over the years, there has been a variety of 

Empire State Building covers issued, both to commemorate the structure, itself, and from various 

businesses and organizations located within its 102 floors. The site was first developed as the John 

Thomson Farm, in the late 18th century. The building stands on a block once occupied by the original 

Waldorf Hotel, a place frequented by The Four Hundred, the social elite of New York, in the late 19th 

century. 

 

   The project was hurried to completion in order to take the title of "world's tallest building" from the 

nearby Chrysler Building. The Empire State Building was officially opened on May 1, 1931, when 

President Herbert Hoover pressed a button in Washington, D.C. that turned on the building's lights, 410 

days after construction commenced. From its opening until the 1940s much of its office space went 

unrented. This lack of inhabitants earned it the nickname "Empty State Building" in its early years. 

 

   More than thirty people have committed suicide from atop the building. The fence around the observatory 

terrace was put up in 1947 after five people tried to jump over a three-week span. In 1979, Elvita Adams 

jumped from the 86th floor, only to be blown back onto the 85th floor and left with only a broken hip. The 

building was also the source of suicides in 2004 and 2006. 
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When a Dollar Was a Dollar! 
 

by 

Mike Prero 

 

   Those were the good olô days...doesnôt matter what period of time you happen to be in, the ñgood olô 

daysò were always better. That was true in my grandfatherôs time, my fatherôs time, and itôs true now. 

They were better in any number of ways: life was simpler; life was slower; life was more care free.  

 

   Looking back through matchcovers, one sees many examples of nostalgia from our past, but perhaps the 

most obvious one is the prices of the past. You just canôt help but let out an audible sigh when your eyes 

settle on such sights as hotel rooms for $2, a 26 oz. stein of beer for 10¢, or 5¢ hamburgers! 

 

   Of course, money was harder to come by back then, but what the heck! The fewer dollars you earned 

bought more, and what they bought was just downright more solid...none of this plastic stuff and built in 

obsolescence. Even with my own few years here on earth, I can remember the really important 

changes...5¢ candy bars and 10¢ Coca-Colas...and Topps baseball cards were 5¢ a pack! (and they had 

gum in them!). People still saved pennies, instead of throwing them away or refusing to take them in 

change. Houses went for what cars go for today...and postage!...Oh, postage was s-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o much 

cheaper than it is today. 

 

   Thatôs one of the good things about thumbing through your album pages every once and awhile; you get 

to re-live the ñgood olô days!ò 
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Washingtonôs Grand Coulee Dam 
 

   The Grand Coulee Dam, located on the Columbia river in central Washington, is the largest concrete 

structure in the United States. It forms the centerpiece of the Columbia Basin Project, a multipurpose 

endeavor managed by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. In addition to producing up to 6.5 million 

kilowatts of power, the dam irrigates over half a million acres of Columbia river basin farm land and 

provides abundant wildlife and recreation areas. 

  

   The idea for damming the Columbia below the Grand Coulee was first proposed by Ephrata attorney 

William M. Clapp in the spring of 1917. The idea gained rapid support from the citizens of Ephrata and 

the surrounding area. Eventually the state government took an interest in the project as well.  

 

   Ironically, because of the Second World War and the importance of the Northwest's aluminum industry 

to that effort, the production of electricity became the overriding priority for the dam. Irrigation was 

deferred until later. During the war six Grand Coulee generators were brought on line as well as two 

generators borrowed from the yet to be completed Shasta dam. After the war an emphasis was put back on 

irrigation. Construction was resumed on the pumping plant in 1946. By 1951 the plant and its six 65,000 

horsepower pumps were ready for operation. The 

first water was delivered to the Banks Lake 

equalizing reservoir above the dam that same year. 

The first year only 66,000 acres were irrigated. 

Since then this figure has steadily increased as more 

canals, siphons, reservoirs and auxiliary pumping 

plants have been added to the project.  

 

An American Tour: 
8 

 


