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by 

Mike Prero 
 

   Well, it rained before the Swapfest...and it rained after the Swapfest...but, the Gods be thanked, it didnôt 

rain during the Swapfest!ðwhich was no minor miracle, since it has been raining steadily here since the 

beginning of winter, and itôs raining even as I write this! [April 12th]  Not that any of our attendees would 

have been put off by a little [OK...a lot!] of rain. This swapfest attracts serious collectors! 

 

   Jim Rauzy was there. So was Rob Dalton. Janet and Duane Johnk swooped in in between their global 

jaunts. Mitch Mitchell came in from Arizona, and so did Jack Benbrook and wife. Terry Stroud had his 

dealer tables overflowing with interesting goodies, and Frank Lawton attended, as well. Raulin Mendonca, 

George Olson, the indomitable Chester Crill, Marceline Wilken, DJ Norton, Lolren Moore, and myself, 

among others, were there right along with them. We didnôt see Peggy Leslie and Jeff Davis this year, and 

we missed them (and I missed the chocolate that Peggy always brings!). We also had several local ódrop-

inôsô from the surrounding area, thanks to the newspaper ad that Loren had run prior to the Swapfest. Most 

of the latter brought in accumulations to sell, but at least once such person was nice enough to donate such 

to the club as freebies. 

 

   Early birds arrived as early as the beginning of the week, and, no doubt, there was some heavy one-on-

one trading in various peopleôs rooms as a result. I arrived at about 8:45, Saturday morning. As I started 

unloading my truck and setting up the several trays of covers I had brought down, Janet Johnk was already 

there, and Duane came trailing in not much later. By 9:00 AM, the event had started. Everyone had trays 

and boxes of covers arrayed before them at their tables, but hardly anyone was actually at their own 

tablesðthey were sorting through someone elseôs covers, amidst sporadic shouts of Eureka! (That means 

ñIôve found it!ò...our California state motto, by the way). 

 

   I found lots of keepersðChinese Restaurants, Towns, Oldies, even some Military and Christmas, plus a 

few new Girlies I hadnôt seen before. Jack Benbrook was busy looking for Hotels and Motels, and several 

people were seriously search for those new, an old, Casinos. 

 

   The snacks and drinks were great and available throughout the day (all this trading works up an appetite 

and thirst, you know). We were even treated to some delicious pizza later in the day. 
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   Terry Stroud was on hand and had many albums of material available for trade and sale. It was fun just 

to look through all those enticing pages and view what was there. We worked out a nice trade. 

 

   One of the high points of the day was when George Olson gave me a preview  of the new Pre-War Navy 

Ships CD he and a few others are working on. George set it up on his lap top...and wow! See the brief 

review of it Iôve included on p. 4. The Jul/Aug RMS Bulletin will have a more detailed review. 

 

   Thoroughly exhausted, I called it a day around 3:30 and hauled my newly found treasures home. It was 

hard to leave...but, then, there was tomorrow!   

 

   Sunday, I returned about 9 AM and helped in the tail end of setting up for the auction. Putting all the lots 

around on the tables gave me a good chance to see what there was to see...and there was a lot! There were 

certainly enough Oldies and exotic material available to slack the hunger of any entrepreneur, but what 

caught my eye were the albums, bags, and boxes of just ómiscellaneousô stuff. Collecting in so many 

categories, Iôve found that such bulk buys usually yield much of what Iôm looking for, in one category or 

another, and they can often be gotten cheaply, simply because theyôre unsorted, miscellaneous unknowns. 

 

   Loren acted as auctioneer, once more, and did a fine job to an all-ears audience. At a couple of points 

during the auction, one of the motel employees even came away with a lot, and everyone certainly seemed 

satisfied with the dayôs event. I walked away with an album of several hundred Illinois covers which later 

yielded some nice Politicals, among other categories.  

 

   I also obtained a couple of big boxes of...yes...miscellaneous covers. Great! I had a thoroughly enjoyable 

time. Since I also had lots in the auction for sale, the end bill for my wild splurging was just about 

cancelled out by the proceeds from those sales. Hence, I spent practically nothing! (well, thatôs how I 

justify the spending, anyhow!) 

 

   As the auction came to a conclusion, Lorenôs custom-made auction program on the lap top that was set 

up on the main table once again proved its worth. At the touch of a button, the printer issued forth with an 

exact invoice of what was purchased, what was sold, and the amount of payment due or the amount due 

back to the collector...no fuss, no muss, no standing in a long line while someone had to laboriously tally 

up everything by hand. A marvel of technology...and dedication. 

 

   Well, things were coming to a close, and I began trudging all my stuff back and forth to the truck until it 

was just about loaded to the gills with covers I had brought down with me and new material órecently 

acquiredô. I said my good-byes. For most of the people there, this is the only time of the year that I 

actually see them. A few I would later see at AMCAL again. I finally bid them all a hearty adieu and 

departed for the homeland...happy, satisfied, and the owner of quite a few more covers than I had started 

out with in my collections. 

 

   Special thanks should go (especially) to Lore Moore. The entire Swapfest idea was his to begin with; he 

works tirelessly on it all year long; and itôs basically all a one-man operation. There wouldnôt be a 

swapfest if it werenôt for Lorenôs interest and willingness to do it. But, we donôt want to leave his family 

out, because they provide lots of support, including a lot of the grunt work that has to be done for any get-

together such as this. Also, DJ Nortonôs magic fingers worked the lap top during the auction, if memory 

serves me correctly. 

 

   So now what?...................................................................................................................SWAPFEST 2007! 
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 Mikeôs AMCAL Report 

 

   Boy, I love this time of year! First itôs the Sierra-Diablo Spring Swapfest...and then AMCAL! 

 

   This yearôs AMCAL Convention, May 21-28, at the Piccadilly, in Fresno, was another enjoyable one. 

Even the weather cooperated, being in the 70s and low 80s instead of the usual 90s. I arrived first thing 

Thursday morning, said hello to the regulars on hand, and then registered. The registration bags were 

actually decorated Christmas present boxes full of covers...another example of all the behind-the-scene 

work done by dedicated volunteers who make each such get-together possible (Emily and Bob Hiller did 

the boxes). 

 

   Freebie tables and Display Room opened up at 9:00 AM, manned by Steve Rohrer and Loren Ross, 

respectively. The freebie tables started out a little sparse, I thought, but there were still goodies to be found 

(I swooped down on three Crowns), but they improved as time went on. Cindy Sayler brought in a misc. 

box of some 1,000 covers, and Friday morning, Steve refreshed the tables with lots of good material. One 

table, by the way, was piled with boxes, for all you box collectors out there. 

 

   The Display Room eventually had some 64 different displays by Friday afternoon, which, I believe, is 

several more than we had last year, but it should be noted that many came from the same collectors. Cindy 

Sayler, another volunteer, was there helping to keep the room open during slack times, and Mary Ross, 

always a tireless AMCAL worker, was on hand to handle raffle tickets. 

 

   I counted 33 people at Thursdayôs auction. There was a good variety. Prices were generally high, but there 

were some bargains. I bought 1,089 BWs for $28 and 1,550 Banks for $22, for example. 

 

   At Friday business meeting, new AMCAL officers were elected: Pre.-Bob Borton; VP-Bobbie 

MacKenzie; Sec/Treas.-Steve Rohrer. Treasurerôs report = $7,483.59 in the AMCAL coffers. A full page ad 

was OKôed for the coming RMS Convention program book, as well as a display award for this yearôs UES. 

Bob Hiller announced a $79 room rate for next yearôs Fresnoôs convention, again at the Piccadilly. There 

were apparently no new attendees at this yearôs convention. 

 

   At Fridayôs auction, it was just about the same; good variety and some bargains (which I missed because I 

wasn't paying attention at the time!). I counted 32 people attending. And this auction was a good example of 

the vagaries of auction-buying. At this auction there was a gentleman who wasnôt at Thursdayôs auction. I 

didnôt know this collector and never found out his name, but he was serious! He usually shut out everyone 

else on those lots he wanted. He ended up spending hundreds of dollars, and the chair and floor around his 

were piled with boxes, pages, stacks, and sacks of what he ended up with...as I looked on with envy! 

 

   By the time I left, there were no official stats yet, but Iôd guess there were around 57. Attendees included: 

Steve & Nancy Bailey, Michael, Chris, and Nick Bensfield, Don Bodow, Bob & Paula Borton, Denis 

Bouchard, Bob & Guin Conner, George & Christine Cosentini, Larry Danver, Don & Joan Ewart, Kevin 

Fleming, Doug Fouquet, Richard Giardini, Ellen Gutting, Dick Hagerman, Regina & Draza Hardin, Jo Ann 
Hayden, Bob & Emily Hiller, Duane & Janet Johnk, Marc Kamm, Bobbie MacKenzie, Brain & Linda 

Mason, Dotty & Betty Perrigo, Mel & Marilyn Reese, Steve Rohrer, Loren & Mary Ross, Tina Sanborn, 

Gene & Cindy Sayler, Ken & Alice Schneider, Gail Schultz, Ray Schulz, Marsha Smith, Wally Wade, 

Stella Williams, Gladys Wing, Ken & Perry Wing, and Larry & Carol Ziegler. The Canadian contingent 

was strong; no one from Britain this year; but Ray Schulz certainly gets the ñBoy I cam a long way!ò 

prize...all the way from Australia. 
continued on p. 5 
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The Summit Inn 

 

   The Summit Inn is a historic Route 66 

roadside diner and one of the few of its 

kind left in Southern California. So named 

because its original location was at the 

summit of the Cajon Pass between the 

westbound and eastbound lanes of US 66, 

the present location in unincorporated Oak 

Hills, California, a short drive south of 

Hesperia has been in operation since 1952 

when 66 was rerouted along a somewhat 

lower elevation. 

 

   A vintage building which once served as a Texaco station remains on the 

property, although gasoline is no longer sold there. The Summit Innôs small gift 

shop still sells leftover Texaco-related memorabilia and a great many original metal 

oil company signs decorate the rest of the interior. Other signs include two circa 

1939 Standard Oil signs featuring Mickey Mouse and a genuine reflectorized US 

66 highway shield. During the restaurantôs operating hours, the original red neon 

ñSUMMIT INNò sign flashes on and off to beckon drivers on present-day Interstate 

15. 

 

   The menu at the Summit Inn is typical, inexpensive and satisfying roadside fare, 

but with a twist: ostrich and buffalo products are also served, including an ostrich 

egg omelet and ñbuffalo burgers ñ, Though inaccessible by car, some patches of 

original pavement dating back to 66ôs earliest days can be found just south of the 

Summit Inn. The Summit Inn is located at the Oak Hills exit via either north-or southbound I-15 at the 

Cajon Summit. [Thanks to Larry Cole, NY, for this] 

United States Military Ship Matchcovers: Pre-War Edition - 

Preview 

 

   At AMCAL, George Olson showed me a preview of what 

his navy ship group has been working on...and itôs gorgeous! 

A Pre-War Navy Ship listing on CD, with a beautiful pic of 

each and every ship, hopefully. The ones I saw were pristine! 

ñAfter we finish the list using our collections, we will review 

and correct what we have. At that point, we plan to ask other 

collectors for help in filling out the blanks. At some point, we 

will make this available to all collectors,ò George said. But, 

itôs not finished yet, so donôt bombard the group with queries 

yet, please. 

 

   The groupôs dedicated members are: Erich Miethner (now 

deceased), Don Marquette, Steve Kovacs, and George Olson. 

Weôll definitely keep you posted on this one! 
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Readers Write 

 

Kevin Fleming, CA: Got the SD 

bulletin yesterday and herewith 

attached a scan of a Fuller Brush 

distributor from Compton, CA. (a 

town I save along with my Long 

Beach covers.) 

 

Here Comes  

Summer! 

 

   Alright! Itôs summer! This is it! 

Nowôs the season for making up 

for all that winter indolence. Get 

out there and get busy on your 

hobby. Write those correspon-

dents who, by now, are wonder-

ing if youôve passed away! Go 

find covers! Theyôre out there 

still. At least until you scour your 

local area. You might be sur-

prised at what you come with. 

 

   How about the hobby gather-

ings coming up? You might be 

getting this too late to suddenly 

remember to get to UES, but 

thatôs always a good one...and, of 

course, the granddaddy of them 

all is comingðThe RMS Con-

vention. Canôt make those?  

 

   What about local club meet-

ings? Most of the clubs are con-

tinually decrying poor attendance 

at local meetings, and those local 

meetings can be important on sev-

eral levels. They bolster contin-

ued interest among club members 

and also act as a focal point for 

non-collectors in the community 

to come and see whatôs going on, 

bring in grandmaôs old collection, 

and so forth.  

 

   So if youôre lucky enough to 

have club meetings in your area, 

you should really try to get to 

them, not only for your benefit 

but for the poor folks who are 

constantly struggling to keep 

meetings alive...and it ainôt easy! 

 

Southern Swapfest 

Site 

 

   Gayle Hofacker, OH, has put up 

a Southern Swapfest site on the 

web which should keep everyone 

posted on the Eastôs most popular 

swapfest: Check it out at: 

 

h t t p : / / h o m e . e a r t h l i n k . n e t /

~gayliano13/ 

 

   Great idea! Someone should do 

the same for UES, donôt you 

think?  

 

   In fact, all the clubs should have 

sites up; itôs great publicity for 

the hobby. 

AMCAL...conôt from p. 3 

 

   The pool side buffet Friday night was great, as it always is. As the sun went down, it actually got a little 

cool, if you can believe that! My love-hate relationship with the band finally came to an end. The country 

& western trio retired after last yearôs convention (I wonder if we had anything to do with that!). This year, 

it was a couple, and the female singer had a very good voice...although we all got some rather strange looks 

from other guests looking on from their balconies as one Christmas song rolled on after another (in keeping 

with AMCALôs Christmas theme. Joan Ewart won $25 Sierra-Diablo raffle prize. A good time was had by 

all. 

 

   I left early Saturday morning, but thatôs when the display voting took place. As of this writing, Iôm 

waiting to hear who won what. There were some really nice displays. Before signing off, I should point out 

that all of us at AMCAL were especially indebted to Carol Stone for all the Christmas decorations she 

provided. Carol is in poor health at the moment, and we all wish her the very best. 
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  AMCAL RESULTS 

 

   Mayôs AMCAL in Fresno saw 58 collectors  in attendance; 29 were from out-of-state. There were no 

first-timers. Fifty-four adults attended the always delicious poolside barbeque, and 45 people were at the 

concluding banquet. There were 43 people at the wine and cheese party. 

 

  The big auctions brought in a total of $8,184. Combined receipts for 50/50, Chinese Auction, Super 

Sacks, Goodie Shoppe, and Raffle totaled $1,434.25. Some 5,100 covers were given out as the 

sweepstakes prizes for the Santaôs Spruce Selection and Super Sack Sweepstakes. 

 

   Amusement at the 50/50 was provided by Karnelf, Santa Ana, Marnelf, Elfen, and Santa Barbara. The 

AMCAL Playersô presentation of the óWhistling Elvesô had to be seen to be believed! The Mermaids and 

Pirates went fishing for Christmas and pirate ducks wearing tiny, tiny life preservers. [special thanks to 

Ellen Gutting for the stats and award results seen here] 

 

AMCAL Contest Awards: 

 

Miniature golf winner:           Brian Mason 

Shucking Contest Winner:     Ray Schultz   

Picnic Game:                          Steve Rohrer 

Room Decorating                   Michael, Nickalas, 

     Winners:                            and Chris Bensfield 

Presidentôs Award:                 Ellen Gutting 

                                                     

AMCAL Display Awards: 

 

Best Single Cover/Box: 1st  - Emily Hiller 

                                       2nd - Steve Rohrer 

                                       3rd -  Janet Johnk 

 

Best  Set:                        1st  - Ray Schulz 

                                       2nd - Emily Hiller 

                                       3rd  - Bob Borton 

 

Best Group:                    1st  - Ellen Gutting 

                                       2nd - Mary Ross 

                                       3rd - Ellen Gutting 

 

Best of Show:                 Ellen Gutting 

 

 

Mark it down! 

AMCAL 2007 

May, Piccadilly Inn, Fresno 
    

Memorial Display Awards: 

 

Duke Rohrer Memorial:               Emily Hiller  

Carolyn & Lowell Schultz Mem: Bob Hiller   

Edgar Marshall Memorial:           Mary Ross                      

Jim Moffett Memorial:                 Ray Schulz                  

 

Club Display Awards: 

                

Angelus MC Best Combo:                   Ellen Gutting 

Denver Strikers MC Most Diff:           Ellen Gutting 

Long Beach MC Best H/M:                 Janet Johnk 

Mermaid MC Best Mermaid:               Janet Johnk                

Rocky Mountain MC Best  

      Remember When:                       Stella Williams 

San Diego MC Most Unusual Group: Ellen Gutting 

Sierra-Diablo MC Best Small Cate:    Brian Mason 

UES Best 50-state Display:                 Janet Johnk 

 

RMS Area Award: None announced 

 

 

New AMCAL Officers: 

 

President                   - Bob Borton 

Vice-President          - Bobbie MacKenzie 

Secretary/Treas         - Steve Rohrer 

 

Next Yearôs Theme: Halloween 

 

[God Bless the Volunteers!!] 

 



No. 262                                             SIERRA-DIABLO BULLETIN-June 2006                                           Page 7    

Bent Waters, San Antonio, 

Texas 78239 

Collects: General, Restaurants, 

Motels, Same town/different 

states, Casinos, Banks, Bars 

______________ 

 

 Ads 

 

LISTINGS OF ALL THE 

OLDIES: See my web site for 

categories and prices. Mike 

Prero, http://matchpro.org 

 

WAITING TO TRADE: Have 

many categories. The Ed. 

 

Coming Up 

 

UNITED EASTERN SWAP-

FEST: June 21-24, 2006. Plaza 

Hotel, Halfway Blvd., Hagers-

town, MD (301-797-2500 or 

800-732-0906) .  Auct ion, 

Awards dinner, Displays, 

Dealers tables. More details 

coming. FMI: Stella Williams, 

910 Howard Lane, Vandalia, 

OH 45377 (937-890-8684) 

[matchjsw@gemair.com] or 

Linda Clavette, 13 Creekstone 

Dr., Mont Alto, PA 17237 

(Clavette_324@msn.com) 

 

RMS CONVENTION 2006: 

August 20-26, Holiday Inn, 

Sandusky, OH (419-626-6671) 

Room rate: $89+tax. Tours, 

socials, auctions, Freebie tables, 

games displays,  awards 

banquet. Details at Convention 

Central on the RMS web site. 

 

K E Y S T O N E - L E H I G H 

WEEKEND: October 26-28, 

Holiday Inn, 230 Cherry St., US 

Rt 10, Morgantown, PA 19543 

New Members 

 

893. Philip Gordon...620 SE 

168th Ave., #58, Vancouver, 

WA 08684 E-mail: pgord5-

5@aol.com 

Collects: Route 66 

 

894. Mike Schwimmer, 1201 

Yate Place, #610, Minneapolis, 

MN 55403 (Nov-Apr); 30 

Corncop Lane, Brewster, MA 

02631 (May-Oct); every 6 

months address chg. (E-mail: 

mschwim@mn.rr.com) (Nov-

A p r ) ;  E - m a i l : 

mschwim@hotmail.com (May-

Oct) 

Collects: General, Midgets-all 

categories, Art Deco graphics-

all categories, certain hotels/

clubs/restaurants that go with 

ceramic matchholder 

 

895. Don Bedra, 4150 Williston 

Rd., Northwood, Ohio 43619 

Collects: General 

 

896. George Olson, 786 Seely 

Ave., Aromas, CA 95004 E-mail 

George 313@sbcglobal.net 

Collects: Navy Ships 

_________________ 

Change of Address 

 

82. Ruggieri, Robert, P.O. Box 

1010, Silom Post Office, 

Bangkok, 10504 Thailand (E-

mail: bob2bkk@yahoo.com) 

 

802. John Nicholson, 23 St. 

Andrewôs Avenue, Mount Pearl, 

Newfoundland, CAN A1N 1CB 

___________________ 

Reinstated 

 

444. James Dean Graham, 8314 

(Exit 22) (610-286-3000). 

Reservations NLT Sep. 30th 

directly w/hotel. Ask for L-LV 

rate. Friday night Halloween 

Party w/costumes and prizes. 

Two auctions-20 lots per 

member. Send 2 lists with SASE 

to D. Longenecker, 1007 Old 

Philly Pike, Kempton, PA 19529

- 9 3 2 1  ( 6 1 0 - 7 5 6 - 4 2 0 4 ) 

bordlong@fast.net. Raffle+some 

$50 prizes! 

 

 

New Listing - 7Ups 

 

   Bill Hubbard, TN, has just put 

out a brand new listing of 7Up 

covers, boxes and more...and itôs 

beautiful! There are 304 listed, 

all with dazzling color scans. 

Lots and lots that Iôve never seen 

before. Plus, samples of 6 

miscellaneous sets are pictured 

and listed as óMisc.ô since they 

make reference to 7Up but arenôt 

actually affiliated with the 

company. Wrapping it all up is a 

nice picture of a 7Up Pull Quick 

or Pull Match ashtray. The 

listing is bound with spiral 

plastic and comes with a history 

of the 7Up Bottling Company. 

 

   $25 includes shipping. Please 

contact: Bill Hubbard, 1501 

Lookout Dr., Memphis, TN 

38127. Nice! 

 

Congratulations, 

Jack! 

 

   Sierra-Diabloôs 2005 RMS 

Area Award was given to Jack 

Benbrook, AZ, in recognition for 

his willingness to step up to the 
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Replace with advertising text 

Company Name 

COMING 

UP 
 

 

Jul: ñCollecting Owname 

              Coversò 

 

Aug: ñWhatôs It Worthò 

 

Sep: ñCamel 30s Singlesò 

 

SIERRA-DIABLO...weôre 

the hottest club in the 

hobby! 

Itôs Back To Good 

Olô B&W! 

 

   After having full -color 

bulletins since June 1999, weôre 

going back to publishing in 

B&W. The bottom line is that 

color is simply very expensive in 

these times of diminishing 

returns. 

 Happy Birthday!
 

Ewen, Doug..........................6-4 

Liebman, Ruth......................6-4 

Sonnenberg, Bill...................6-4 

Finkelstrein, Evelyn..............6-6 

Robins, Gary.........................6-6 

Bell, Larry.............................6-9 

McNeill, Karl........................6-9 

Cahn, Alan..........................6-11 

Henley, Doug......................6-12 

Prero, Alyson......................6-19 

Reese, Marilyn....................6-21 

Riches, Bonita.....................6-22 

Hubbard, June.....................6-23 

Goleman, Gerald.................6-25 

Dargart, Larry.....................6-27 

Bedra, Don..........................6-28 

The Sierra-Diablo Bulletin is a 

monthly publication of the Sierra-

Diablo Matchcover Club. Deadline 

for all submissions is the 10th of 

each month. Any information 

herein may be reproduced with 

appropriate credit line. Dues of 

$10 (individual), $15 (family), $15 

(Canada/Mexico) or $20 (outside 

N. America) are payable to the 

Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club, c/

o Jack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rosser 

St., Prescott, AZ 86301. 

 

Visit theSierra-Diablo Web Site at: 

http://www.matchcover.org/sierra 

 

   You can reach the Ed. on line at 

RMSED@matchpro.org for help 

with Bulletin/hobby questions, 

concerns or problems.  

 

enjoyed talking to him. Our 

condolences to both families and 

all who knew Ralph and Don. 

 

Southern Swapfest 

Change 

 

   Janet Penny reports that next 

yearôs Southern Swapfest will 

not be at the Clarion in Orlando 

and will not be in February, as 

originally reported in the Mar/

Apr Southeastern Bulletin. The 

Clarion wanted too much. Bill 

Hayes is looking at one of the 

Holiday Inns in Kissimmee, FL, 

10 miles from Disney World. 

Weôll keep you posted as details 

arrive...Donôt want to lose track 

of those swapfests! 

 

Juneôs Smile 
 

plate and take the Treasurerôs 

position, and he took on the job 

of handling the clubôs plastic 

page orders, as well. The 

announcement was made at 

Aprilôs Swapfest. 

 

Ralph Brann  

Don Adkins 

 

   Sierra-Diablo has lost two long

-time members. Ralph Brann, 

IN, passed away in March. 

Ralph had collected for years 

and was a trader of mine for 

over a decade. He was a font of 

i n forma t ion  and  he lped 

wherever he could. 

 

   Don Adkins, CA, passed away 

in April. Don used to attend 

local Sierra-Diablo meetings 

until health problems prevented 

him from doing so. He and his 

wife had been married for 63 

years. He was an exceptionally 

nice person, and I always 


