Collecting Owname Covers

by
Mike Prero

We | 1s,going tofe a smalbut very rewardingcollection! This one is really a toughie, but hey!
Whereds the fun in no challenge?

The Owname products Corp., NY, was a shigedd company that started in 1929one of the covers
| 6ve ever seen |l ook to be in the 1920s, so | w
initially. Pl us, a |l ot of their covers happen
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from 19331941.

Besides being one of those O6cul t dived, bunpghlynwsougtt wi

-after covers), the distinguishing {stekast andthey allo f |
have removable strikers (the striker comes off
way) . I ndeed, | 6ve seen sources t hastrikesmddBs. As Own
the cover on the | ower right shows, Lion Match
even possible that Owname never even manufactur

manufacturer, though.

Owname covers arendét very attractive, as cove
colorful design, and the art work, while certai
coll ect t hem? Wel | |, becau-sf¢thentihlely 6a eev errasr,i ttileesy 6 r
century old, and many are dated. The latter, in fact, is what first attracted me to them. As you would
expect, |l ooking at the insides of these cover s,
thereds a significant percentage that =either he
month calendar. The 1935 bridge date candét be f
have been issued anytime before the next scoring revision, which was probably years later. Still, it gives
us an idea of what wedre dealing with here. Th
above, they run from1938B941, from what 1 6ve seen. Thus, froc

good reasons making Owname covers quite collectible.

But , it ainbét going to be easy! There are cur
getting all of those are practically nil! I n f a
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Mileage Charts

Ov er t heekyowraat Isast a fews collectors who collected mileage chart covers, although it was a
recent conversation of Sieffdaablo President Loren Moore that made me take a real look at this category.

As shown here, mileage charts can be found in at least 2an8@Gs t r i ke si zes. | do
seen one on a 14rike or Midget. The actual charts are always on the inside of the ¢awadch someone
write in and point out that he has several on the outsideil, almost all of these covers are older covers,
although there are certainly some mileage charts to be seen on a relatively few newer covers. And thi
means that the great majority of covers, here, are-frdntr i k e s . So, if youdre | o
are much better looking through older covers than new.

Talking to Loren, my immediate question was how does one organize a collection of mileage charts? Sc
he showed me how he does it, and it was quite interesting. Loren has them by location, since they all sho
the mileage from a certain town. What was especially interestimg).challenging!.was that he tries to
cross reference each one. Thus, if he has a mileage chart showing the distance, say, from Des Moines
Boise, he especially looks for a mileage chart showing the distance from Boise to Des Moines. He showe
me several examples of such pairings, but one can well imagine what thaoa! ...Another good
example of one of the prime factors in collecting being the challdpgebably has something to do with
manodés primordial wurge to hunt!]

I d betigve Loren mentioned how many mileage charts he currently has, but my bulging data base
shows that Larry Martin, AZ, reported having 382 back in May 1999. There has to be many more than thalt

though.
Mileage From
vour MASTER HOSTS WITHIN CEAAAI;EQSEES;R::@TEL OGDEI%, UTAH
ONE DAYS DRIVE FROM ELPASO TO Mites
Albuguerque, N.M, ... 627 Boi 344
Bakersfield, Cal. A72 Wi oy
Abilene Texas 445 m Barstow, Cal. ,,....,.381 O ~ Brigham City ‘21
[KJNOERHING LCIBE b SAND Beaver, Utah .. . 53 ~ Buriey .(l.
) ' B Bolse, Idaho ......,..642 0n Gadar Clty ... 2433
Austin, Texos 588 mi Bryce Canyon 78 ) 29 (\ Chioagoe RA w4
Rl Butte, Mont, ... . 706 E P '29.8- Ech»‘:vr' oy
. Cheyanne, Wyo, 706 O - =y anat
Dallos. Texa: 632 mi Denver, Cola, ... 216 & g 208 Eé,'VJ::r;‘OI”m'“-) . 110
[AES MANIR Fillmore, Utah ....... 111 5 O~ S.; o I«!l*-...n: l‘.ﬂlllsb ; 1
TOWh 4605t Flagstaff, Ariz . 304 Q s 9-%a ™ J’l."\'\!ll»n- 256
iz 4 Frosno, Cal, .. 570 < = v 286
Ranvar, Colo 720 mi > S d 0! =0 Lis Vogas 8
720 m Gatlup, N.M. T - 0 = =0 > > o~ Los Angeles 772
ANITERS NAKOI Grand Canyon = 5 ° =2 s X ~ ;4‘;w \.‘lll;‘-l—lla ) 79
' i . (Bright Angel Point) 188 S8 xR T New York 2242
Forl Warth, Texo 599 mi Heber, Utah ......... 246 E;- 2 c 9:; ) i (v] pgj.vjn.w{:rn s ' f—,,-,:‘
WESTERY | Hoover Dam ...,.....217 N, v BN /W p(,,’.“,,;“‘, y 130
Jackson Hole, Wyo 676 ~ ; S~ L - Pe ;';l"lx‘; 175
laredo. Texas 601 mi Kanab, Utan, .......102 e - & } A8 2 g s =rlipagis Yy
|L MOTEL SAND Las Vogas, Nev. 186 3 :,,g ? 0 2= H-—.'m : 564
o AC Logan, Utah 343 b s o -9 -] Rock (‘n'{”l“- > i
Phoenix, Arizona 449 m| Long Beaah, Cal. .....478 = o 5 OI o AR GASE o1
SANDS, 'WESTERK VILLAGE Los Angeles, Cal 474 - 2EEJR | SROFRMENTO. . oA
y ~ P3¢ X Salt Lake City 4
. o i Mojave, Cal 409 o x Q@ 8 F< S8an Franclsco a5
an Antomo, lexas Y& ET Noedles, Calif, . 289 = w g" . Seattle n57
WESTERNER Nephi, Utah ... ..173 Q 2 23 x9 Twin Ealls 204
S osdble: Astyans 440 i 33‘322:,(‘"/?,“.- ¥ 3; 2c Woendovar 162
X e v 2 dows  OUS s> W. Yellowstone 330
SATAN: HE=zL Pocatello, Idaho 437 ‘ﬂ L Zion's Nat'| Park %0
T A T Provo, Utah 218 2 Q
ucson. Arizona 327 mi Riverside, Cal 428 o ~
ILSON BIL TR Salt Lake, Utah 262 v
OGNS THESON N San Diego, Cal o0 500
Vime. Atiiona 561 mi Jan Erpsace, Cak o 2ee
< . sants arbara, a 56
AHDUST Spanish Fork, Utah .. 207
5t. Goorge, Utah 54
Tucson, Arix. . 634
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The Rise and Fall of the Edsel
(orWe.l.lg 1t seemed |i ke a good

Why do most people smile when they see an Edsel? Probably for the same reason they laughed at Rob
Fultonds steamboat. Only that was Fultonds Fol |
Most will say it bombed because of its bizarre frentl styling, but those in the know say that the Edsel,
officially introduced in September, 1957, failed for more fundamental reasons.

In 1955,Americans bought a record 7,169,908 new cars. Thiskawtiog frenzy was just one facet of the
postwar economy. It was during this era that the automobile changed from being mere vehicles fo
transportation to symbols of middle class affluence. T¥&eengine reigned supreme and horsepower was
the watchword. It was in this Cloud 9 atmosphere that Ford Motor Company conceived a new car tha
would hopefully see the company overtake General Motors in the marketplace.

Henry Ford Il and Board Chairman Ernest Breech believed that there was a gap left by-pheddw
Ford, uppemiddle-priced Mercury, and luxurpriced Lincoln. A 1952 market study confirming this was
seen by the Ford head shed. Ford went to work on a new car, one for the young executive. By 1954, a ta
force had drawn up plans for a medHpniced car to be handled by Linceltercury dealers, but this was
axed by Ford, Breech and others at Ford. The new car, it was decided, would be the product of an enti
new Ford division with its own dealer network [error #1]. The Ford Motor Company was therefore
restructured.

Polling was conducted in New York, Chicago, and two small towns in Michigan, asking people about
possible names for both the new division and new car models. The company went through 10,00

possibilities, and even went to poetess Marianne Moore for suggestions (among the
Iatterés contributions wer e: AResi |l
iMongoose Civique. o). At a meeting 1in
peak, Breech finally decl ared, AwWhy d
Ford I 6s only son. Al | three of Edsel

Babe v s anyway [error #2]. It was a name that had meaning only to the Ford family.

suoyd
ksl augt Thaidtinctived styling of the Edsel
was quite beautiful, but concessions to accommodate cooling, ventilation,
production costs, and a host of options produced what we now know as the Edsel.
The frontend was likened to an Oldsmobile sucking a lemon, a horseccaltat

even a toilet seat.

As a promotion for the new car, leading automotive journalists were invited to
drive 75 Edsels from Dearborn, Michigan, to their local Edsel dealers [error #4]. 68
ended up being driven; the other 7 had to be cannibalized for partavéiage
repair bill for each car totaled roughly $10,000!...more than twice the cost of the
car, itself.

Only some 63,00Edsels were sold in the first year (while the Nash Rambler
sold 100,000) and just under 45,000 were sold the next year. Even as the
o ite & completely restyled 1960 Edsels were coming off the assembly line, the decision
: C .g" .- l had already been made to cease production. Only 2,846 were sold in its third and
last year.

[ Information fromThe FreemanSeptember, 1989]
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Knights of Columbus

On October 2, 1881a s mall | group of men met in the base
Avenue in New Haven, CT, to discuss the formation of a fraternal benefit society. Convened at the reques
of Father Michael J. McGivney, a 3@arold priest, this meeting marked the foundation of what has
become the worl ddéds | argest Catholic family frat

Four months after this med&niimgdht st o dcrodwmbadoc
turn of the century, Knights could be found in every state in the country, in most of the provinces of
Canada, in Mexico and the Philippines, and were prepared to enter Puerto Rico and Cuba.

Why Columbus? In choosing Christopher Columbus as their patron, the first Knights demonstrated their
pride in Americads Camdricah Catholibsevhoiirncapgrated th€ orgahizateon, | r
the name AKnights of Columbuso evoked all egianc
as a Catholic event.

The state of Connecticut granted the Knights of Columbus status as a legal corporation on March 29
1882.The anniversary is observed each year by the
11,000Knights of Columbus councils, most of which are based in a given Catholic parish.

Thi s ¢ at e gome glosedironeimbers to rivaling the really big Fraternal categories, such as the
EIlI ks, but of the fAsmallerodo Fraternal categori es
the two biggest (the other being the Lions). The largest collection | know of is that of Toby Messmer, KY,

who reported that he had some 1,367 as of November 1997.
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An American Tou

I

Ma i nJordas Pond

The famous Jordan Pond House, the only full service restaurant locatedAeitldiia National Park,
is located in a spectacular park setting overlooking beautiful Jordan Pond with North and South Bubble
Mountains in the distance. ltds a modern full s
Weather permitting, you may continue a late 1800's tradition of having afternoon tea & popovers on the
lawn while savouring the spectacular view. This is a popular place for visitors.

The pond has a maximum water depth of fig#l and swimming is not allowed. Non motor boats such
as canoes and kayaks are permitted. Carriage roads are adjacent to the restaurant and pond ar
For people wanting to hike the Jordan Pond Shore Trail, there is a Jordan Pond parking lot just north of the
restaurant.

The Jordan Pond House traces its history from 18H4@. first settlers conducted a logging operation.
The original farm house was built by the Jordan family of Seal Harbor,
for whom the pond and house were named. The Jordan Pond House was
founded as a restaurant by Mr. Melvan Tibbetts in the early 1870's.

In 1895,Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mcintire began
their association, which was to last over 50 years.
They were responsible for the character and
atmosphere of the original Jordan Pond House,
with its birch bark dining rooms and massive
fieldstone fireplaces. Near the end of the
Mcintire's reign, John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
purchased the property and gave it to the
National Park Service to ensure its continuation.
The Jordan Pond House has been operated by the
Acadia Corporation, a small group of local
people committed to preserving its traditions,
since 1946.

On June 21, 197%he original building was
destroyed by fire. Through the efforts of the
Island Foundation, private funds were
contributed for a new Jordan Pond House. All in
all, a very nice area. You might consider
dropping by if youbére in that neck of

[courtesy of http://www.jordanpond.com]




