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by 

Mike Prero 
 

  There have been several USS 

Sacramentoôs over the last 150 years, 

starting with  the Civil War USS 

Sacramento, a 2100-ton steam screw 

sloop built at the Portsmouth Navy 

Yard, New Hampshire.  

 

   1914 saw the appearance of the USS 

Sacramento (PG-19), a gunboat 

commissioned in the Philadelphia 

Navy Yard under the command of 

Commander Luke McNamee. The new 

Sacramento arrived off Vera Cruz, 

Mexico from Philadelphia on May 14, 

1914, serving with Tampico in 

watching over Mexican gunboats 

Zaragona and Bravo as they 

transported coal to Puerta, Mexico. On 

April 6-9, 1917, it 

assisted Customs 

authorities in 

taking over the 

interned German 

Ships Breslau, 

Andromeda, Anna 

L o u i s e , a n d 

Teresa. On May 8, 

1917, it raced to the scene of the British motor ship Sebastian 

whose cargo of oil caught fire to envelop her in flames. The  

USS Sacramento (1863-67) 

USS Sacramento (P6-19) (1914-1947) 

USS Sacramento (AOE-1) (1964-2004) 
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crew of the Sebastian were taken on board Sacramento in heavy seas as fire and rescue parties from both 

ships fought to save the British ship. Sebastian sank while under tow toward Newport the morning of May 

10, all but one of its crew survived. For its part in rescue and salvage attempts, Sacramento was 

commended by the British Government. On June 25, 1917 it went to the assistance of the cruiser Olympia 

aground at Cerebus shoal. It transported the men of Olympia into Newport and stood by during salvage 

operations .  

 

In 1917, as part of the United States Patrol Force based at Gibraltar, Sacramento constantly performed 

convoy voyages up the Atlantic seaboard to the British Isles with time out for similar duty along the 

Barbary Coast and ports of Italy. By the time of its departure from Gibraltar for the United States on 

December 11, 1918, it had given protection to 483 ships in 343 days at sea which had included many 

special patrol and sea-rescue assignments. Sacramento cruised 63,640 miles during its war service in 

European waters.  

 

Sacramento sailed in 1919 for duty with the U. S. Naval Forces in Northern Russia. It arrived in 

Murmansk by way of the Azores and England on May 22, 1919, giving support to the Russian Detachment 

of the U. S. Atlantic fleet . It then proceeded to Gibraltar to assist with the demobilization of forces there 

in accordance with the terms of the armistice. On June 12, 1922 it entered the Mediterranean to join the 

Asiatic Fleet at Cavite, Philippine lslands. The Sacramento gave valuable support putting down various 

insurrections in the Philippines and watching over United States interests among ports of China and Japan.  

 

   Sacramento entered Pearl Harbor on August 15, 1941 for defense patrol in Hawaiian waters and was in 

that port on December 7, 1941 when the Japanese launched their infamous aerial attack. Sacramento took 

aboard 36 survivors of Utah. Sacramento earned one battle star for her actions that day. Sacramento 

patrolled the Hawaiian Sea Frontier, was a a tender for torpedo boats, served as air-sea rescue boat for the 

Naval Air Station Landing Field, trained armed guard crews in gunnery practice . It then operated out of 

San Francisco Bay on weather patrol and plane guard station off the California coast for the remainder of 

the war. Sacramento was decommissioned in Suisan Bay, Calif. on February 6, 1946 and simultaneously 

turned over to the War Shipping Administration which sold it on August 23, 1947.  

 

   USS Sacramento (AOE-1) is the third ship in the United States Navy to bear the name. She was the lead 

ship of her class. Sacramento was commissioned on March 15, 1964. Undersecretary of the Navy, Paul B. 

Fay Jr, addressed the crowd, stating, "The greatest pleasure I have in being here today is ... participating in 

the commissioning of a vessel which will provide the Navy with a unique capability hitherto never 

contained in one ship." He added the ship would be able to "run in speed with a destroyer escort, thereby 

giving our fast attack carrier task forces a flexibility of action hitherto unknown." Sacramento is 

considered a benchmark in West Coast shipbuilding. The ship and two of her sister ships, Seattle and 

Detroit, are the largest ships ever built on the West Coast. Only Iowa class battleships and aircraft carriers 

have greater displacements than Sacramento.  

 

The ship's main engines came from the never completed battleship Kentucky and deliver in excess of 

100,000 shaft horsepower (75 MW) to two 23 foot (7 m) screws, the largest on any ship in the Navy. After 

putting in forty years of service, Sacramento was decommissioned last year...which means there is 

currently no longer a USS Sacramento in the United States Navy....What!!! 

     

   An interesting note of trivia: Of the three ships, the first was named for the river, the second for the city 

and the third for both. [http://www.history.navy.mil; http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/ships/ dafs/PG/

pg19-history.html ;  ht tp: / /www.navsource.org/archives/12/09019.htm; ht tp: / /www. 

brainyencyclopedia.com/encyclopedia/u/us/uss_sacramento__aoe_1_.html] 
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   Classique Listing 

 

[This listing was compiled by the late Jim Moffett and updated on September 26th, 1994. No other additions 

have since come to the fore, since, as Jim noted, ñThey have stopped making them so these are all of 

them!ò] 

 

1. Classique; another first from Universal Match - Purple 

2. Classique; another first from Universal Match - Orange - Red 

3. Boeing - Seattle - Black 

4. Ruthco - P.O. Box 1126, Odessa, texas - White & Blue 

5. Arthurôs - 2500 Kalakaua Ave; Waikiki Beach - Tan 

6. Eastman Dillion Union & Securities & Co., 4000 Republic National Bank Tower, Dallas, Texas     

        Black    

7. Hartford Plaza Bank - Monroe & Wacker, Chicago - Orange - Red 

8. The Plantation - Route 130, North Brunswick, N.J. - Tan 

9. Velvet Room, 3267 W. Liberty Ave., Pittsburg, PA - Brownish - Red 

10. Winter Park Telephone Co., Winter Park, Florida - Blue and White 

11. Farmers & merchants Bank, Monomonee Falls, Wisc., & Sussex, Wisc. - White 

12. Pan American Resort Motel - 17825 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, Florida -  Orange - Red 

13. Hope Town Harbour Lodge, Abaco, Bahamas - Blue and Red on White 

14. Commercial Bank of Daytona Beach, Florida - Green 

15. 1st National bank of Elkhart County, Ind. - Blue 

16. Kilbourn Gardens, Hwys 1 & 93 (41) at 20, Sturtevant, Wisc - Green 

17. Pretzel Bell, Ann Arbor, Mich., 120 E. Liberty St. - White and Blue 

18. Moonraker, 3001 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, Fla. - White 

19. VCSP, 10th Annual Exhibit - White 

20. Harold Bentley - Bentley Motor Co., Sylacauga, Ala. - Orange 

21. Gateway gardens, Lambert St., St. Louis Municipal Airport 

22. International Design Organization Rt. 73, Moorestown, N.J.  08057, N.J. 609-235-3511 - N.Y. 212- 

           925-6200, Chicago 312-634-3620 

23. Banco Popular of Puerto Rico 

24. Sacramento Savings and Loan Association - Main office 5th and L Streets, Branches - 1221 J. St.,  

           1703 Arden Way, Sacramento, CA 95804 

25. Brehmer Electric Inc., Southbend & Elkhardt, Ind. 

26. Constructors Supply Co., P.O. Box 2087, Durham, N.C. 

27. Rochelle State Bank, Rochelle, Ill. 

28. 1789 Restaurant, 1226 - 36th St., N.W. Washington D.C. 

29. Toyota 

30. Union Bank, Steubenville, Toronto, Ohio 

31. First Natôl Bank of Breckenridge, Texas 

32. Phares Protective Systems, Austin, Texas 

33. Same as #26, which is Orange - this one is Yellow 
 

[If anyone is aware of variations or errors, or...who knows...unlisted Classiques!...please let the Ed. know, 

and Iôll update the listing] 
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 For the Serious Collector: 

Building a Reference Library 
 

  If you wish to be knowledgeable and really 

understand what  you collect, having a reference 

library is an absolute must. For any hobbyist, 

whether he deals in coins, stamps, porcelain, toy 

trains, or matchcovers, a reference library is an 

invaluable tool and will prove its worth to the 

collector over and over again. Think of the 

frustration weôve all felt at one time or another 

when we have that question that needs to be 

answered and find that we donôt have the resources 

at hand to answer it ourselves. As an editor, I 

couldnôt survive very long without the reference 

materials Iôve amassed over the years. I have to 

know what Iôm talking about [hopefully], and there 

are so many topics to be aware of and so many 

potential questions. Most collectors wonôt need 

anything that extensive, but, just like having a 

dictionary, atlas, and perhaps a set of encyclopedias 

around, any cover enthusiast will benefit by having 

some reference materials. 

 

   What you choose to have in your reference library 

depends on your particular interests within the 

hobby; however, there are some basics that 

probably belong in just about everyoneôs hobby 

room. 

 

   A glossary of hobby terms is a good place to start. 

Even veterans come across terms that they may not 

have encountered before, and new terms are 

occasionally being added to the hobby as new cover 

types appear, or new ñslangò terms come into use. 

A number of regional clubs have, in the past, 

compiled at least basic glossaries as helpful guides 

for new, incoming members, and there are more 

extensive glossaries available. 

 

   From a glossary, a good treatment of the hobby in 

general would be my next recommendation. In this 

category, there was basically nothing to choose 

from until Esther Rancierôs book, Matchcovers: A 

Guide to Collecting, appeared in 1976. At the 

moment, the best general treatment of the subject is 

Bill Retskinôs Matchcover Collectors Resource 

Book and Price Guide, which came out in 1990. I 

donôt endorse the price guide, but the rest of the 

book is a decent general guide to the hobby. I had 

hopes, at one time, that eventually an even better, 

more in-depth text would surface, but I donôt see 

that as feasible for a writer now that the hobby has 

shrunk down to a relative handful of people.  

 

   After the glossary and the general hobby guide, 

then you need to start specializing, according to 

your own needs and interests. Regardless of what 

those are, your best place to start with specialized 

literature is your local club and RMS bulletins. 

After all, theyôre being delivered right to your door 

[ well, perhaps not right to your door...and maybe 

even not right to your house, but you get the 

idea...you know (for the younger generation), in the 

o-l-d days the post office actually did bring the mail 

to your door!...but thatôs another story). 

 

   Now, you might simply store your bulletins away 

after youôre finished reading them initially, but, 

since the majority of collectors belong to more than 

one club, and thus receive multiple bulletins 

regularly, those bulletins stacks start becoming 

rather intimidating after the first couple of years. 

What you might do is simply take the pages you 

want for future reference and get rid of the rest of 

the bulletin. When the stack of pages starts getting 

too big, you could simply photocopy appropriate 

articles back-to-back, and that alone tends to cut the 

stack in half. Eventually, you could then file the 

articles away under their appropriate headings 

[sounds like a lot of work, but itôs all quite a fast 

and easy process, and it certainly saves a lot of time 

and expletives when youôre looking for that specific 

information]. Of course, the idea of saving your 

bulletins intact may have a special appeal to you, 

but if you simply donôt have room, then the above 

solution represents as adequate compromise. 

 

   Fortunately for me, since I write so many of these 

articles, much of my article archive is on 

disk...which really saves on storage space! 

 

   Next come the lists! Now youôre really getting 

down to specifics. If there is a listing available in a 

category that youôre really into, you should have it. 

Such listings enable you to hunt for specific covers 

you know you need, rather than using a shotgun 
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approach where you sift through all sorts of 

covers in the category, hoping to run across some 

you can use. It used to be that it was convenient to 

trade by list catalog #s (as we do now with Navy 

ships and Girlies), but the big advantage of lists 

today is that they show you exactly what and how 

much you still donôt have. 

 

   There are three basic types of lists: indices, lists, 

and catalogs. An ñindexò lists categorical 

information about your category, but it doesnôt 

actually list existing covers. For example, the 

ñAirline Indexò lists airlines, not airline covers. 

Still, this can be very useful information to the 

collector of Airlines. A ñlistò does list every 

known existing cover under that topic. Extremely 

helpful! A ñcatalogò is normally a list with 

pictures. The Girlie Catalog is a prime example. 

 

   Specific lists are done by specific people. You 

can obtain them in a variety of ways: 1) contact 

the author; 2) contact the RMS librarian, John 

Williams,  if the author is deceased; or 3) shorter 

lists will frequently be  run in the various club 

bulletins. There is always a list of current existing 

lists and their makers posted on the RMS web site. 

 

   After glossaries, guide book, bulletins, and lists, 

thereôs even more specialized information 

available. Thereôs a long list of past articles on 

matchcovers and the match industry that have 

appeared in newspapers and magazines, as well as 

pamphlets that have been published; you can pick 

and choose which ones fit your needs the best. 

 

   More technical information (i.e. on defunct 

match companies, manufacturing processes, 

historical developments, etc) can be found from a 

variety of sources. While researching the 

American Match Industry, for example, I found 

literally  pounds  of information from each stateôs 

Secretary of State office, since itôs there that the 

records of companies incorporated within the state 

are stored. 

 

   Libraries around the country contain some 

obscure, yet helpful, texts, some of which were 

only published locally. The trick is to find out 

they exist (a good way is to get the bibliography 

that RMS Historian John  Williams maintains); then 

you can request them through your local libraryôs 

Inter-Library Loan System. Each time you find a 

source, check to see if thereôs a bibliography in the 

back. That will set you on the course to other 

publications. 

 

   Some other useful publications you might find 

helpful are: 

 

Postal Zip Code book - great for  using zip codes to 

identify unknown locations; also great for checklist 

of small towns around the country. However, this 

information is now available on the internet, 

although itôs in piecemeal form. 

 

Chain Hotel Catalog of Locations - Best Western, 

Holiday Inn, etc. all have catalogs listing all of their 

current locations around the world; good for 

checklists. 

 

List of Lists - tells you what lists have been done 

and who maintains them (Iôve posted that on the 

RMS web site). 

 

Dating Guide - gives relative and specific dates for 

various covers, sets, boxes, companies, footers, etc. 

 

MM Dating Guide - gives dates for manumarks 

used since the inception of the matchbook; allows 

you to date your covers within a given range of 

years. 

 

Trademarks - gives known dates and manufacturers 

for industry  trademarks throughout the world; 

covers labels, boxes, and matchbooks. 

 

   The ones that I do, myself, are periodically 

updated as the need arises, so theyôre always 

current. 

 

   Knowing your hobby thoroughly can only 

enhance your enjoyment of it, so hang on to useful 

information whenever you come across it, wherever 

you can get it. And, if itôs appropriate for hobby 

use, send a copy of it to John  Williams for the 

RMS Library...and posterity. 
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Hollywoodôs Universal Studios 
 

   This is billed at the ñWorld's Largest Movie Studio and Theme Parkò. I grew up in 

Los Angeles, but all this came about after I left. Just my luck! It started out as a tour of 

Universal Movie Studios, then expanded into a theme park, and the theme park concept 

then expanded out to include sites in Orlando and Japan...and it ainôt cheap!...but you 

could have figured that out, right? Ticket packages range from $47-$149! There is a lot 

to do and see, of course. Theyôve got rides, theyôve got sights, theyôve got restaurants, 

shops, tons of souvenir paraphernalia, etc.  

 

   One reviewer wrote, ñI know what to expect when I visit Universal Studios 

Hollywood: a studio tour, and shows and rides with movie themes. I know it will be fun, 

but by the time I leave Universal Studios Hollywood, I always find I've had even more 

fun than I expected. The inspired Universal Studios Hollywood recipe of one part movie 

magic and one part theme park thrills adds up to more than two parts of enjoyment.  

 

   Immediately adjacent to Universal Studios Hollywood is CityWalk, just outside the 

entrance. It's a lively shopping and dining complex open to the 

public. With many of the area's favorite restaurants, it's a good 

place to eat dinner or to do a little shopping, or even go to a 

movie. You can go there for dinner after a day at Universal 

Studios Hollywood, or any day or evening during your area 

visit without buying park admission.ò [http://themeparks. 

un i v e r s a l s tud io s . co m /ho l l y wo od / we b s i t e / in d e x .h t m l?

__source=RGMN] 

An American Tour: 

4 
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5309 N. 64th St., Milwaukee, 

WI 53218 

 

Coming Up 

 

SOUTHERN SWAPFEST: 

March 7-11, 2006. Theme - 

óFun In The Sunô. Holiday Inn, 

Fowler Ave., Tampa, FL (1-800

-206-2747). Room rate: $84 

(double); $74 (single). Two big 

auctions+special auction of 

Mary Anne Pertiusôs collection. 

Featured activities: shoebox 

trading, table hopping, Ybor 

City tours. FMI: Gayle 

Ho fa c ke r ,  ga yl i a no12@ 

earthlink.net or 937-447-3795. 

 

S I E R R A - D I A B L O 

SWAPFEST: April 7-9, 2006. 

Heritage Inn, 201 Harding 

Blvd., Roseville, CA (800-228-

4747). Room: $55. More 

incomparable trading, shop talk, 

and auctions! Itôs the biggest, 

most comprehensive, most 

famous, most anticipated 

swapfest in all of Northern 

California! [Well, OK, itôs the 

only one  in  Nor thern 

California...but itôs still great!] 

F M I :  L o r e n  M o o r e , 

loren@bgsplanco.com. 

 

TRANS CANADA SWAP-

FEST - April 20-22, 2006. To 

be held at the Ramada Inn, 

Lundyôs Lane, Niagara Falls, 

Ontario. Room rates are Coral 

Inn $70 and $80; Ramada Suites 

$90 and $100. Activities 

planned - two auctions, Wine & 

Cheese Party, Games and 

Contests, Displays, Freebie 

Tables, Banquet. For further 

information write Carol Ziegler, 

New Members 

 

891. Alfred Gutierrez, POB 

189533, Sacramento, CA 95818 

Collects: General 

 

892. Ruth Ward, 11800 Brook 

Park Rd., Lot #151, Cleveland, 

OH 44130 

Collects: Airlines, Railroads, 

Ships, Navy Ships, WW II, 

Patriotic 

__________________ 

Reinstated 

 

002. Dave Hapton, 623 S. Center 

St., PO Box 94, Eustis, FL 

32275-0094 

__________________ 

Change of Address 

 

864. Denis Bouchard, Box 512, 

Winnipeg Beach, Manitoba, 

Canada R0C 3GO 

 

 Ads 

 

LOOKING FOR CERTAIN 

CATEGORIES? Iôve got them, 

for sale or trade. Doug Rice, 445 

Black Creek Rd., Montesano, 

WA 98563-9342 

 

O L D E R  R R  C O V E R S 

WANTED: Looking for any 

DQ, Safety First, Feature, 

Hostess, or any other older RR 

covers. Have lots to trade or will 

pay top dollar for any that I 

need. James Sekavec, 616 N. 

Alexander, Hoisington, KS 

76544 (620-653-2740) 

 

FREE WEB SITE ADDRESS 

COVERS to anyone who 

collects them for a SASE for 20-

strike covers only. Alma Adams, 

President, 4019 Weimar Line, 

RR#3, Wellesley, Ontario, NOB 

2T0 or Bob Reed, VP, 

1sutiger9@rogers.com 

 

AMCAL 2006: May 21-28, 

Piccadilly Inn Airport, Fresno, 

CA (1-559-251-6000). Room 

rate: $78 if reserved by April 

15th. Theme: Christmas. All the 

u s u a l  g r e a t  a c t i v i t i e s . 

Reservation form available at 

AMCAL Central on our web 

site. Contact person: Ellen 

Gutting, 824 Peachy Canyon 

Cir., #101, Las Vegas, NV 

891440-0907. Latest details at 

http://www.matchcover.org/

sierra/AMCAL%20central.html 

 

UNITED EASTERN SWAP-

FEST: June 21-24, 2006. Plaza 

Hotel, Halfway Blvd., Hagers-

town, MD (301-797-2500 or 800

-732-0906). Auction, Awards 

dinner, Displays, Dealers tables. 

More details coming. FMI: 

Stella Williams, 910 Howard 

Lane, Vandalia, OH 45377 (937-

8 9 0 - 8 6 8 4 ) 

[matchjsw@gemair.com] or 

Linda Clavette, 13 Creekstone 

Dr., Mont Alto, PA 17237 

(Clavette_324@msn.com) 

 

RMS CONVENTION 2006: 

August 20-26, Holiday Inn, 

Sandusky, OH (419-626-6671) 

Room rate: $89+tax. Tours, 

socials, auctions, heaping 

Freebie tables, great games 

displays, awards banquet. 

Always get the latest details at 

Convention Central on the RMS 

web site. 
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Replace with advertising text 

Company Name 

COMING 

UP 
 

 

Mar ñSan Franciscoôs  

             Legion of Honorò 

 

Apr: ñRadio City Music Hallò 

 

Jun: ñCollecting Ownameò 

 

SIERRA-DIABLO...weôre 

the hottest club in the 

hobby! 

-Web sites:                         stable 

-Auctions:                               hot 

-Lists:                                       up 

-Info availability              soaring 

-Album use:                        stable 

-Album prices:            increasing 

-Slotted pages:                obsolete 

-Plastic pages:                  soaring 

-Plastic page prices    stable (+/-) 

-Cover prices:                     stable 

What will the future hold? 

 Happy Birthday!
 

Ruggieri, Robert...................2-5 

Bush, Mary...........................2-6 

Davis, Jeff...........................2-10 

Moser, Les..........................2-13 

Munster, Pat........................2-13 

Bowman, Bob.....................2-14 

Reese, Les...........................2-15 

Sekavec, James...................2-17 

Fry, Dorothy.......................2-18 

Bush, Robert.......................2-20 

Floyd, Charlotte..................2-20 

Hampton, Evelyn................2-22 

Sword, Ray.........................2-22 

Wisniewski, Robert.............2-22 

Stone, Carol........................2-23 

Williman, Kathy.................2-24 

The Sierra-Diablo Bulletin is a 

monthly publication of the Sierra-

Diablo Matchcover Club. Deadline 

for all submissions is the 10th of 

each month. Any information 

herein may be reproduced with 

appropriate credit line. Dues of 

$10 (individual), $15 (family), $15 

(Canada/Mexico) or $20 (outside 

N. America) are payable to the 

Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club, c/

o Jack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rosser 

St., Prescott, AZ 86301. 

 

Visit theSierra-Diablo Web Site at: 

http://www.matchcover.org/sierra 

 

   You can reach the Ed. on line at 

RMSED@matchpro.org for help 

with Bulletin/hobby questions, 

concerns or problems.  

 

Welcome Back, 

Dave! 

 

   Dave Hampton has rejoined 

us. Dave was a founding mem-

ber of Sierra-Diablo back in 

1983, and served as President 

and in other offices, as well. 

Dave moved out of the area 

years ago, and, now, all the way 

from Florida, has joined us once 

again. Welcome back, Dave! 

 

Swapfest Dates 

Changed 

 

   Please note that the originally 

announced dates for this yearôs 

Sierra-Diablo Spring Swapfest 

have been changed to Apr. 7-9. 

Editors, please change your bul-

letin blurbs accordingly. 

 

Too Late To Classify 

 

WANT TO TRADE ZIP 

CODES? Iôm ready. 25-100 at a 

time. Mike Prero, 12659 Eckard 

Way, Auburn, CA 95603  

 

Hobby Market 

Glance 

 

-Trading:                very sluggish 

-Buying:             mediocre-warm 

-Bulletins:       fewer and thinner 

-Membership:             going into 

                                 receivership 

-Club meetings:                stalled 

-Swapfests:                  warm-hot

-Conventions:    mediocre-warm 

-Covers:                available with 

                                           effort 

-Postage:                          soaring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Februaryôs Smile 
 


