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-one counties in Texas aeachlarger than the state of Rhode Island.

a Of the nation's ten largest cities, three are in Texas (Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio).

a Texas is the nation's leading producer of oil, natural gas, beef, sheep, goats, wool, cotton, rice...and
oh yes, watermelons.

a Today, approximately 18 million people live in Texas, only slightly outhumbering its 15 million
cattle. Texas today is also home for about 2.5 million deer and 200,000 alligators.

a The land area of Texas is larger than all of New England, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and
lllinois combined. It extends 801 miles from north to south and 773 miles from east to west.

a The Dallas/Ft. Worth airport is larger than New York City's Manhattan Island.

El Paso, Texas is closer to Los Angeles on the Pacific Coast than it is to Port Arthur on Gulf Coast of
Texas. Port Arthur, on the other hand, is closer to Jacksonville, Florida on the Atlantic Coast than it is to E
Paso[http://www.lsjunction.com/facts/records.htm]

Anyone have a collection of Texas covers? A number of different collectors have certain states as
categories. Surely, there are those that collect the great state of TaragiteWin Lang, CA, reported
having 2,405 such covers in April, 1993, but obviously there are many, many more than that, including
those nexto-impossibleto-get county seat covers. If you have such a collection, let us hear from you, and
|l et 6s see whatdés out there for both budding and
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Match Manufacturers:

ROYAL MATCH CO.
(1930svery early 1940s?)

This is another of the old, very obscure manufacturers. Hardly anything is known about the company.
There may be a connection between this company and the Rex Match Co.

The companyo6s production center was in Rodfell e
which is probably the main reason they would spark collector interest. That, and the fact that very few
covers are known to exist. Only 14 are currently listed (I only actually have the three pictured here), and the
majority of those are from restaurants.

As with so many of the small, earlier manuf act
Is concerned, sporting the usual tamlor format with the accent on text rather than graphics. 8till,
certainly sit up and take notice when one happens to cross my desk! Plus, the overall quality of the covers |
at least a notch above those from some of the other small companies of the time, even the earlier'issues
say, Chicago Match Co.

This is just an educated guess, but the company probably represents another World War Il casualt
among the manufacturing industry. Commodities shortages during the war spelled the end of almost all o
the smaller companies. Diamond, Universal, and the other giants could diversify and adapt, but such wa
simply beyond the capabilities of the smaller companies...which, of course, turned out to be all for the
better as far as the giants were concednieds competition.
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