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PC COLLECTIONS

by
Mike Prero
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No, not Opolitically correctod coll ectionsédcoc
enhanced, organized, etc. through the use of a computer. If you have a computer (and, certainly, nc
everyone does), it can be an invaluable tool for your hobby. However, | should say right at the outset,
anyone without a computer would be able to do e
and effort to do so would be, | would think, impractical in most cases. And, whether you feel the need to
evendo these things, | suppose, depends on how much your personality craves organization. On the othe
hand, though, i f any hobby demands organizati on
t he hundr eds, thousands, anal di Eher eonft ét hew € a nic
organization.

And, although 1itd6s <certainly not the only ad\
organi zation is probably the biggest! Il tés just
there are those collectors who use the computer

see how they could possibly have the time to do that, myself, but some do. It would certainly be possible if
only smaller collections were being dealt with, but, as the RMS-pwtashowed in Jul/Aug 2007, the
average overall collection numbers 66,823. Those are a lot of covers to input into your list, database, etc
| magi ne, on top of that, scanning a <coverarei mag
computer programs specifically for cataloging collectibles. At least one such is listed on the LINKS page
of the RMS web site.

Not to venture off into fantasyland, biit,you did manage to catalog your entire collection, with scans,
there would be few reasons to actually go into your albums anymore! That might be a blessing to some
and a curse to others. But, | etds get back to m

A computer all ows you toé

Organization:
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-Easily generate gener al |l i sts of cover s, speci f
the old lists and starting over againéwhich one
by typewriter.

-Keep track of tradesnow | ong has it been since youbve hear

send, what kind, what did you receive in return?
-Keep track of correspondenee p e c i al needs/ requests from a trad:¢

-Keep track of covers. Hereb6s a rather wunique e
restaurants, and he kept them all i n al bumséand
next available spaces as he acquired them. But, he had each and every one computer catalagéu along
its location (Il .e., o6album 26, p.126). Thus, he

-Set up reminders on your PC calendar of important dates so that your computer acts as a helpful (c
nagging) secretary. For example, in AM@drch, a reminder suddenly pops up on your screen that your
$7.50 dues to Lone Star are due by Aptil 1 Boy, woul dndét membership se
in favor ofthat

-Integrate information from multiple files. Someone recently sent meraaile for example, asking about
the Rex Match Co. | merely had to open the appropriate file, copy the info, and paste into my reply. | alsc
attached a scan of a Rex cover, which | already had. All of this took app. 30 seconds.

-Archive correspondence, bull eti n arstllihaveieal easilg ov e
accessibleliterally at your fingertips. | archive all the articles | write, for instance, going all the way back
totheearly19904. and a note here about space: I n earlie

amount, we used to worry about where we would have room on our computers to do all these things. Toda
memory and storage space are no longer items for concern. With drives86f14D gigs or larger, and

with all the portable, plugd n dr i veséno pr oblvwemgoingetyseam evierf ong af youra c t
covers]

Communication:

Could anyone have predicted that in such a few short years, such a communication revolution would tak
place? There are some people | wouldndét even re
their ears! All my students are walking versions of Radio Sheek phones,-p o d s, Bl ackberr
of cour s-mailand theintengts e

- e-mail: What a timesaver! What a monegaver! Someone-mails me something for the bulletimight
not have arrived in time by postal mail. | have a question about it, though. Foaid the sender and
possibly have my question answered withid 1 mi nut e s é-distadce ohargek!o n g

- You can fax; you can scan; heck! You can send entire files, hundreds of pages of information, in less tim
than it takes to di al a phone!-probdacton oreverbforexXamplet 0 s
Graphics are now effortless. No more photocopying, cutting, and pasting by hand. One club has alread
started offering its bulletin by-mail, as an option. All the club bulletins now look much more professional
(some of them actuallgre professional!) And, for the needitors, such technology means that you can
swap scans for more precise trades, share your
on and oné [continued on p. 7]
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Match Manufacturers:

REPUBLIC MATCH CO.
(Inc. 19391944)

Hardly anything is known about this manufactur e
very | ong, and it certainly didndédt put out many
but I would guess that the company actually was
the case).

This company, although it bears the same name, has no relationship to the later Republic Match Co. base
in Texas.

From the covers | 6ve seen, -Hdineramdea diaer, and I wowd gdessf f e
thatthe 2 i ne manumar k i s the earlier. The covers, 1
attractiveness. There are no new innovations to be seen, no specialized types, etc. Also, there are 1
di stinctive footers, no oO6qualitydé , Osafety fir
Ohio Match style. No, the only thing special about such covers is who made them!

| would guess that its demise was caused by the shortage of materials during World War Il, as was the
case with a number of other match manufacturers. Production had stopped by 1944. Universal bought it
equipment, and the company was finally dissolved much later, in1980.

There are only 28 known covers currently listed, and | actually only have nine.
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Small Cateqgories Series

Dragons!
Now, my daughter happens to have collected Dra
t hat dragons just arendt oO6dragonséo6; theyore dif

Only the Imperial Chinese dragon had five claws, for example, and Chinese dragons tend not to hav
wings. Also, in the East the dragon was seen as mainly benevolent, whereas in the West it was seen
embodying evil.

And, because the dragon was the natural enemy of man, his death became the ultimate goal, consequer
there are innumerable battles between gods and dragons, saints and dragons, and in the Medieval wor
knights and dragons. In Egyptian mythology, there is the conflict between Horus and Typhon; in
Babylonia, the Chaldean Tiamat was overcome by Marduk. In Greek legends, the dragon fought on the sid
of the Titans and attacked Athene, who flung him into the heavens, where he became a constellation arour
the Pole Star. Hercules encountered and killed the dragon Ladon while fulfilling his eleventh labor. In
Scandinavian |literatur e, Beowul f6s | ast encount

Dragons on covers make a very appealing coll ec
going to consist of the Chinese variety, simply since Chinese restaurant covers are going to be your mai
source in finding these gems.

Chester Cirill, CA, had 672 Dragon covers in his collection as of April 2005.




