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Hollywood! Is there any California landmark more famous anywhere in

the world? [except, of course, the SieDa abl o cl ub house
shade of its former self, but the name lives on!
Hol |l ywoodds story goes al | t he v

prohibitionist Harvey Wilcox came to Los Angeles, opened a real estate
office and began to buy and subdivide nearby property. In 1886, Wilcox
bought a 12€xcre tract that ran from Whitley Ave. east on Sunset Blvd. to
Gower; north on Gower to Hollywood Blvd., west to Vine St., north to
Franklin Ave., west to Whitley, and south to Sunset. The purchase price
was $150 an acre. It was Mrs. Wilcox that came up with the name
AHol |l ywood, 6o after a friendobs summ

By 1900, (the Wilcox ranch having been subdivided), Hollywood
already had a population of some 500. The main body of Hollywood

-| sprawled to the south, down Hollywood Bévdhen called Prospect Ave.

To the west, one could see the ocean on a clear day. Half a dozen

-| communities lay between Hollywood and the ocean, and, like Hollywood,

they were experiencing phenomenal growth. Hollwood became a city in
three more years, and by 1919 the population would grow to 4,000.

And Hollywood began to add its early landmarks and notable features.
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The first 40room unit of the Hollywood Hotel was completed in 19103. As the film colony grew during
ensuing years,, the hotel became the social center of Hollywood.

Bad weather in Chicago during 1907 forced Col. William Selig, head of Selig Polyscope Company, to
send a film company to the Southwest to film scenes for The Count of Monte Cristo. The California movie
industry was about to begin. The Selig company eventually moved back to Chicago, but director Francis
Boggs rented a vacant Chinese laundry at Eighth and Olive and buitoat4§tage next door. There, he
filmed The Heart of a Race Tout, the first movie to be made completely in California. It was released on
July 27, 1909.

The first Hollywood film studio was established by the Nestor Film Company of Bayonne, NJ, in 1911.
The first Hol |l ywood movie was Nestorodos The Law
theatre, the Idyl Hour, established around early 1911. The Nestor Film Company discovered it could churt
out picture after picture in Hollywood with few delays from bad weather. Other companies, marveling at
the process, came to Hollywood to learn the secret. Within a few months, fifteen companies were shootin
in and around Hollywood.

But there was another reason besides the good weather that these film companies were flocking t
southern California. In the East, movie companies were wallowing in a morass of suits, injunctions, raids
and riots that had begun in 1897, when Thomas Edison started suing independent producers for pate
infringement. Edison formed the Motion Picture Patents Company, which then waged one of the mos
vigorous battles in the history of American industrialism against these independents. The pirates fled ftc
Florida, to Cuba, and finally to California.

In 1912, Universal Pictures [as Universal Film Manufacturing Company] was born. In then acquired the
Nestor company. Cecil B. DeMille, operating out of half a Hollywood barn, shot The Squaw Man in 1914.
Other future greats were then to be seen in Hollywood, a® welblph Zukor, Samuel Goldwyn, Mack
Sennet, and a host of others.

From 1910 to 1920, Hol |l ywoodds popul ation jump
popul ation would reach 157, 000. I n 1919, four
United Artists: Charlie Chaplin, D.W. Griffith, Mary Pickford, and Douglas Fairbanks. And there were
Columbia, Fox, Warner Brothers, and the list goes on. By 1920, 40 million Americans were going to the
movies each week, and most of the films they saw were being produced in Hollywood by more than twenty
studios.

When Graumanés Chinese Theatre was constructed
biggest tourist attractions in California and the most famous movie theatre in the world, but when silent
screen star Norma Talmadge visited the new theatre and accidently stepped into a sidewalk of wet cemer
it was the beginning of a landmark which is seen by nearly two million visitors each year.

The Warner Brothers Theatre opened the following year. At the time, it was the largest theatre in
Hollywood. It was the Hollywood Pantages, however, which was to be the largest, most original, and
certainly the most ornate of Hol |l ywoodbs great
grandest. The vaulted grand lobby, the largest in Los Angeles, was flanked by twin stairways at either en:
and covered by the most original modern ceeiling in gold and henna shades. In 19949, when RKO acquire
the theatre, the Academy Awards moved in and was held there for ten years.

Movie publicists had nothing on land promoters, however, when it came to hoopla and bright lights. The
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Hol |l ywoodl and subdivision syndi ca andlengthgeppometion o n e
campaigns, and gave the community its most conspicuous landmark. To attract attention to.the
subdivisionds home sites, Harry Chandl er, on of
readingHOLLYWOODLANDon the side of Mt. Cahuenga above the tract. The thHeteer sign was
studded with 4,000 light bulbs. At night, it could be seen for miles! In 1939, fifteen years after it was built,
maintenance of the sign was discontinued. All 4,000 light bulbs were stolen, no doubt by souvenir
enthusiasts. The sign was vandalized and fell into disrepair. Finally, in 1945, it and the land surrounding it
was donated to the cityds Recreation and ParKks
tear the sign down, but later reversed itself and allowed the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce to repair
the first nine letters anetmove the last four. Since then, the sign has AL YWOOD ‘

Al t hough d$goteernyag® is dv@r must be getting old; | seem to be saying that about
everything!] the undenied richness of its past is captured forever in its matchcovers. To browse through
such a Hollywood collection is to recall people, places and events that are almost both mythical and
magical today. Theatre covers show photos of such Hollywood film greats as Tyrone Power, Walllace
Beery, Clark Gabl e, Jean harl ow, and so many ot
and more, are all there...on matchcovers.

A

I f d oluibke to start a Holl ywood collection, 1 1t0:¢
there, in a great avriety of shapes, sizes, and manumarks. The classics, however, are to be found amoi
your old covers, Crowns especially, since the Crown Match Co. was located in Los Angeles and was
producing those renowned beauties all through thee 1930s. Not too many of us have extensive Crowi
coll ections, however, so i f youodre really serio
Keep your eyes peeled and | et your traders know
success...and success in this case means Hollywood at its peak!

Coclitail Lounge 1920 Hyperion Ave.

DINING ROOM H Iywood
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Monm:hmeo - Son Jose, Ca.

S—T——y MATCH CORP. OF AMERICA « CHICAGO.
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HOLLYWOOD 5-3171 (213) 662-4255

Superb Mexrcan Food
Cocktails
2y :
Fe Cm‘x
BEVERLY ‘HILLS
HOLLYWOOD 714 NORTH IVAR AVE-HOLLYWO0OD o Restaurant

CLost OOVR BEFORE  STRIXING.

#PLEASE STRIKE ON BAGK COVER#
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Small Cateqgories Series

Jewish Restaurants

Now, there are all sorts of ethnic restaurants, including the-gtdmbhese Restaurants. But, how often do
you hear of someone collecting Jewish restaurants? Very infrequently. Why? Does one have to be Jewisl

I coll ect Chinese Re s talthoughaaomestg thirk ofdt,dm partal tokurhg flC h 1 n
movies...HmmmmmnmDy vey! My head is spinning already!

Wel | | Jewi sh restaurant covers are out there,
themin20and 38t r i k e, but thereds no r e a sstikes. And,eghe enex an
| 6ve seen c e-attraatingrdovers..gretéy mudfthenei ylel as covers go.
Fancies in this category. The covers can al so
bel ow, to O6hipperd versions, as in the |l ast cov
hand at the moment sport the Jewish star somewhere on the cover. About 75% of the same covers featt
t he wor d 06k psdhiere suéh,a thiagsas keghér wine, or does that just apply to certain foods?]

|l 6ve gone through a | ot of covers in the | ast
whet her you define o&ésmall categoryd as one whi
collected, Jewish Restaurants would qualify no matter what.

I dondét have any stats on how many are out =t he
interest in this type of cover...and there are certainly historical, religious, cultural, and even culinary
reasons why you might...know then that hereds a




