
VOLUME XVII Issue Five                                                                               September/October 2007         

                                                               LONE   

                                          STAR 

                           MATCHCOVER 

                                          CLUB                                                             

                                                    

 

 

 

THE                    TEXAS                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

     
LSMC NEWSLETTER  

by 

Mike Prero  
 

   Hereôs a topic that every collector has to face sooner or later. You have two covers, exactly the same, 

except oneôs darker than the other...same color, just different shades. What do you do? Do you keep one 

and put the other in your trading stock. Do you keep one a toss the other away? Do you keep both as two 

legitimately different colors? Hmmmm... 

 

   Judging from my own experience, most such shading variations are to be seen in the basic background 

color of the cover, which is normally the biggest part of the coverôs outside surface, and, thus, the most 

readily notable portion. In actual fact, if one cover is lighter than another itôs almost always the case that 

every color is lighter on the coverðbackgroud color, foreground color, text, graphics, etc. It should be 

noted, though, that the shade varistions in colors that weôre concerned with here donôt have anything to do 

with the color or shade of the striker. The latter is an entirely different topic and has been the subject of an 

entirely different discussions elsewhere. 

 

   Well, what causes these shade variations, anyway? There are two major factors. The most common 

cause is in the manufacturing process. The ink begins to run out during the printing process...less ink = 

lighter shades. The printer has to reload the ink during a run...and the new batch of ink isnôt quite the same 

shade as the previous batch, etc. 

 

   Itôs a ticklish situation, since shade variations may be anywhere from very slight to very significant. 

Consequently, there is no hard and fast rule within the hobby to cover it. There are just too many 

possibilities on the one hand, compounded by too many opinions on the other. Thus, itôs one of those gray 

areas in the hobby where everyone makes his or her own individual decision on the matter. And that, of 

course, is part of the freedom that we enjoy in phillumeny. We can put anything we want into our own 

collections, even making up entirely new categories, definitions, and standards to fit our interests and 

whims. 
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   Once we go beyond our own collections, though, we have to consider the opinions of other collectors. Is 

that trader going to see those two covers you sent him as two different covers? Or not? Since the latter may 

lead to some frustration, and resulting friction, between you and he, itôs something that would have to be 

straightened out ahead of time. 

 

   The second major cause of shade variations is fading from sunlight. When that is the cause, itôs usually 

pretty easy to spot because the fading is not uniform all across the coverôs surface...and thatôs because when 

the process was taking place, the cover was normally still a matchbook, so one side of the cover may not 

have been exposed to that light. Iôve noticed that if thereôs any part of the cover not faded, it will normally 

be the area around the striker and/or the top flap. Again, that because it matchbook form, those two areas 

are the least likely to be subjected to continuing strong light. 

 

   Personally, I count differently shaded covers as separate, distinct, collectible covers only 1) if itôs a 

manufacturing difference, and 2) if the shading difference is obvious and outstanding. And, regardless of 

the actual cause, I try not to send both to a trader, since he may simply see the second as an unwanted dupe 

of the first. 

 

   Itôs all something to take into account when collecting, and I think every collector has to be fairly careful 

to ótip-toeô through the standards he or she depends on. Itôs only my opinion, but your standards shouldnôt 

be too easy, here, or you open yourself to accusations of artificially inflating your collection numbers. 
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 Match Manufacturers:  

 

LOS ANGELES MATCH CO.  

(?) 

 

   To a hobby researcher, such as myself, the Los Angeles Match Co. represents one of those many little 

enigmas in the overall picture of the U.S. match manufacturing history. The truth be told, I canôt even offer 

any proof that this company was actually a manufacturer and not simply a ómiddlemanô in the process, such 

as a printing, advertising, or novelty outfit. Still, itôs my assumption that it was a manufacturer, so, until I 

find out differently, Iôm referring to it as such. 

 

    Itôs dates of operation are currently unknown, but itôs Pre-1950s, and it was located in Los Angeles, CA. 

The latter fact has always immediately raised interest with me, simply because Los Angeles was also the 

home of Crown Match and King Midas.  

 

   In fact, if your were to compare some Los Angeles Match Company, Crown Match Company, and King 

Midas Match Company covers, youôd find that font and style of printing are identical...not on all covers 

from the three companies, but at least on some of them...so Iôve always wondered about the relationship 

between the three companies. Were they linked business-wise (i.e., sister companies, two subsidiaries of the 

third, etc.)? Were they chronologically successive business ventures involving the same people of 

organization?  

 

   Or, was it even simpler? Perhaps all three companies just used the same printer. At this stage in the game, 

in any event, weôll probably never know what the exact circumstances were, All we can do is speculate. 

 

      There are only 6 Los Angeles Match Company 

listed, and I only have these two. As you could have 

probably guessed beforehand, the covers from this 

manufacturer seem to be characterized by a one or two

-color format with a stock design. In other words, the 

art work isnôt particularly great, and, overall, these 

arenôt exactly innovative, eye-popping coversé 

 

   But, thatôs not why weôre going after them! Itôs not 

the artwork nor the subject matter of the text that 

draws the collector to these covers. Itôs age...and 

rarity. There are over 5,000 known Diamond 

Qualities, over 3,300 Federals, and almost as many 

Crowns...but there are 8 listed Los Angeles Match 

Company covers! 

 

   If you happen to live in Southern California, or, 
better yet, in the Los Angeles area, your chances of 

coming across at least a couple of such covers are 

much better, as youôd have the opportunity to happen 

upon local caches and accumulations. I doubt if the 

Los Angeles Match Companyôs óterritoryô extended 

very farééééééé..ééGood luck in the hunt! 
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Small Categories Series 
 

Lips 
    

      Hereôs a category we al l 

have!...Lips! Now, what else can I 

possibly say about...Lips?! 

 

   Well, we all know that loose lips sink 

ships, so theyôre very powerful and 

potentially very dangerous...I, for 

example, have a habit of putting my foot 

in my mouth...through the use of...Lips! 

 

   O n l y  a  s ma l l ,  e l i t e  g r o u p 

collects...Lips! Actually, Cindy Sayler, 

CO, is the only person on earth that I 

know of who does...but there are 

probably a few others. 

 

   As can be seen here, they do seem to 

be pretty attractive and eye-catching 

covers...Maybe Cindy has something in 

collecting...Lips! 


