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Shawdes!

Mike Prero
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H e rs & fopic that every collector has to face sooner or later. You have two covers, exactly the same
except oneds darker than the other...same col or
and put the other in your trading stock. Do you keep one a toss the other away? Do you keep both as tw
legitimately different colorsPimmmm...

Judging from my own experience, most such shading variations are to be seen in the basic backgroun

color of the cover, whi ch i s nor maldnd thushhe mbst g g ¢
readily notable portion. I n actual fact , I f one
every color is lighter on the cow@backgroud color, foreground color, text, graphics, etc. It should be
noted, though, that the shade varistions in col

with the color or shade of the striker. The latter is an entirely different topic and has been the subject of ar
entirely different discussions elsewhere.

Well, what causes these shade variations, anyWdnere are two major factors. The most common
cause is in the manufacturing process. The ink begins to run out during the printing process...less ink =
|l ighter shades. The printer has to reload the i
shade as the previous batch, etc.

| & @ ticklish situation, since shade variations may be anywhere from very slight to very significant.
Consequently, there is no hard and fast rule within the hobby to cover it. There are just too many
possibilities on the one hand, compounded by to
areas in the hobby where everyone makes his oowarindividual decision on the matter. And that, of
course, is part of the freedom that we enjoy in phillumeny. We can put anything we want into our own
collections, even making up entirely new categories, definitions, and staridafitl©ur interests and
whims.
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Once we go beyond our own collections, though, we have to consider the opinions of other collectors. I
that trader going to see those two covers you sent him as two different covers? Or not? Since the latter m:
|l ead to some frustration, and resulting frictio
straightened out ahead of time.

The second major cause of shade variations is fading from sunlight. Whesitthate c au s e, It
pretty easy to spot because the fading is not u
the process was taking place, the cover was normally still a matchbook, so one side of the cover may n
have been exposed to that | ight . nbtiaded, itwibrioimallg d t

be the area around the striker and/or the top flap. Again, that because it matchbook form, those two are:
are the least likely to be subjected to continuing strong light.

Personally, | count differently shaded covers as separate, distinct, collectible onixefs) i f it
manufacturing difference, and 2) if the shading difference is obvious and outstanding. And, regardless o

the actual cause, | tyotto send both to a trader, since he may simply see the second as an unwanted dup
of the first.

l'tos all something to take into account when cc¢
to t6bded® through the standards he or she depends
betoo easy, here, or you open yourself to accusations of artificially inflating your collection numbers.

. Hl
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Match Manufacturers:

P

LOS ANGELES MATCH CO.
(?)

To a hobby researcher, such as myself, the Los Angeles Match Co. represents one of those many littl
enigmas in the overaldl picture of the U.S. mat c
any proof that this company was actually a manu?
as a printing, advertising, o r wasavnarufacyurer sotuftil It .

find out differently, 1 06dm referring to it as suf

Il tds dates of operati on -1850sandiuwag lecatdd inyos Anmgddes,CA.n ,
The latter fact has always immediately raised interest with me, simply because Los Angeles was also th
home of Crown Match and King Midas.

In fact, if your were to compare some Los Angeles Match Company, Crown Match Company, and King
Mi das Match Company covers, youdbd find that f on
from the three companies, but at |l east on some
between the three companies. Were they linked buswmisss(i.e., sister companies, two subsidiaries of the
third, etc.)? Were they chronologically successive business ventures involving the same people of
organization?

Or, was it even simpler? Perhaps all three companies just used the same printer. At this stage in the gam
i n any event, weoll probably never know what t he

There are only 6 Los Angeles Match Company
listed, and | only have these two. As you could have
probably guessed beforehand, the covers from this
manufacturer seem to be characterized by a one or two
-color format with a stock design. In other words, the
art wor k isnot particul ar|
arenodt exactipppipmnmgvabivee s

_*O% HIivw 773

5"' SO
j— — et R

But, that ds not why wedre ¢
the artwork nor the subject matter of the text that
dr aws the collector to th
|rarity. There are over 5,000 known Diamond
Qualities, over 3,300 Federals, and almost as many

SILVER SPRAY CAFE

PHONE ‘ ' | Crowns...but there ar8 listed Los Angeles Match

S. M. 82807 BREAKFAST - LUNCH I
e — =5 F—— " DINNER | Company covers!
Al Lucien’s ! N
& - . . . .
. Silver Spray Cafe oeucil#?g?&ncipg If you ha'ppen to live in Southern California, or,
PABST \ —®— better yet, in the Los Angeles area, your chances of
\f. NO COILS DIRECT ) ’ ; ! ;
i{-; RO HOSE FROM KEG | | .wf’»// »}4!/'«,////‘\/. /1-;/:‘(,1(1,;' : coming across at least a couple of such covers are
B CoLRRAIL ROOM | naw:sr's - , |much better, as youod have
b soho A= TakET , Los anertee °T lupon local caches and accumulations. | doubt if the

AL e g Los Angeles Match Company:«

/////

Close Cover Before Striking__ very f ar éééé e@oédluckérethe hunt!
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Paq [

Small Cateqgories Series

Lips

Her eds a c a ualf
have!...Lips! Now, what else can
possibly say about...Lips?!

Well, we all know that loose lips sif
ships, S0 t heyor
potentially very dangerous...lI, f

example, have a habit of putting my f
in my mouth...through the use of...Lip

Only a small, elite grou
collects...Lips! Actually, Cindy Saylg
CO, is the only person on earth thg
know of who does...but there &
probably a few others.

As can be seen here, thdg seem t(
be pretty attractive and eymatching

covers...Maybe Cindy has something i

collecting...Lips!

very power

ul



